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IThe following smtll compilation (for it claims 
iio higher title) was made at the i*equest of sfe veral 
friends, as the want of^sucha little Manuel prin- 
cipally for the use of Strangers^ was generally 
known an<l acknowledged. The Writer woul4 
not havb pe]*mitte4 his tiameto appear; had he 
not been pef'su^ded by #ie Publisher^ that the 
countenance of even such an obscure individual 
vould in some degree tend to promote the sale of 
the work. Some of the Subscribers, ther^ is reason 
|p apprehend, expert i|^ fidl and complete His- 
tory rif the Cfourity, but surely they do pot 
isuppose that such a work could be compressed 
%ithin the eoihpslssof an octavb volume^ or sold 
for such a small sum. 

At some future period, the Writer would not 
be uni^illing to undertake^ sudb a IPublication/ 
(should he medt It^ith proper encouragement^ 
and his life be spared) as he has for many yearai 
been collecting materials for such a work; 
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HISTORY 



or 



CARJ^AR VONSHIRE. 



Carnarvonshire, one of the six Counties of 
North Wales, is bounded on the West by the 
Irish sea, on the North by the strait called Menai, 
which divides it from Anglesey ; Merionethshire 
extends along the Southern coast, and Denbigh- 
shire limits the Eastern. 

As Travellers generally enter this County 
•ither along the Conway or Capel Curig Road, 
it may be more convenient, for their sakes, to 
commence its History with a short account of 
the Town and neighbourhood of 

Biit before we proceed to a description of the 
Town, it may be necessary to inform the stranger 
that there is a District of this County, on the 
Denbighshire, or East side of the River Conway ; 
imd whether he be a Botanist, a Mineralogist, a 
Naturalist, or Antiquary, he may, if he have 
leisure, spend a few days en this side of the 
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10 CONWAY. 



water with pleasure and advantage. This de- 
tached part of the County of Carnarvon is called 
Creuddin yn Rhos, and is celebrated for pro- 
ducing very excellent wheat; it contains three 
Parishes, Llangwstenin, Llan Bh6s, or more 
properly Llanfair yn Rhds, and Llandudno. — 
In and about the ruins of old Digauwy, or Din*- 
gonwy, now called y Faerdrey and in Gloddaith 
woods, the Botanist will find a great number of 
rare Plants^ while the Mineralogist will be tempt* 
ed to examine the Copper Mines at Llandudno^ 
and the Historian and Antiquary be induced t« 
visit the curious collection of old Books and Ma- 
nuscripts, in the libraries of Gloddaith and Bod- 
ysgallen, (Bod Caswallawn) two old family seated 
belonging to Sir Thomas Mostyn Bart, the former 
bnilt in the time of Queen Elizabeth^ since which 
period it has undergone very little or no alter** 
tion^ and almost all the old furniture is preserved 
in the same state. Marie has also been a fine 
old house, but was nearly bumt down about 
seventy years ago ; it wsis at one time the pro* 
perty of the Hollands^ then of Sir Gryffydd 
Williams, of Penrhyn, and on the death of his 
grandson Sir Bobert> it devolved to Sir Thomas 
Prendergasf, an Irish Gentleman, in right of his 
Lady, Anne, sister to Sir Bobert, but at present 
this house, as well as the Ferry of Conway, ar^ 
in the possession of Owen Williams^ Esq, M, P« 
for Great Marlow. 
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On the very summit of the high Promontory 
of Otmshead; or Gogarth, is situated the small 
Church of Llandudno, dedicated to St. Tudno, 
Hrhofse rocking stone (Maen sigl or Cryd-Tudno) 
is not Tery far distant. On the Western side of 
this MouTitain is a tremendous precipice, over- 
hanging the sea, ;and these rocks are frequented 
iti the summer season by great numbers of birds 
of passage ; the Gulls occupy the lowest range, 
above them are the Razor-bills and Guillemots^ 
over these croak the Corvorants, and the Herons 
possess the uppermost projections and ledges of 
thh stupendous rocfc; the Peregrine Falcon also 
buildsiris^nest in these impending crags. In the 
days of Falconry these birds were considered so 
excellent, that the great minister Burleigh, sent 
a letter of thanks to an ancestor of Sir Thomas 
MosTTN^s, for a present of u cast of Hawks front 
this place. The British name of this hill, 
Chgarthy i^eemsio be derived from ogo, or gogo, 
a Cave, and Garth, a Promontory, for there are 
several caves under this rock, and particularly 
one very large, inaccessible except by water; 
not far from it are the ruins of an old Palace, 
belonging to the Bishops of Bangor ; there is 
also a farm house near the spot, known by the 
above name^ Gogarth. Mr. Pennant mys, (but 
upon what authority is npt known} that this 
tract of Land was an appendage of the Abbey 
of Conway. 
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The Castle of Deganwy, or Dingonwy, called 
by the English, Ganoe^ and afterwards, by the 
fault of transcribers, corrupted into Gannock^ 
was celebrated in the wars, between the two na* 
iions ; the smajl remains of it are on two hills^ 
not far from tlie shore of the river, nearly oppo- 
site the Town of Conway, but nearer to the sea ; 
there is a house a little below it, which still bears 
the name, and was lately inhabited by Lord 
Kirkwall ; the walls of the old Castle surrounded 
thene two rocks, and on the summit of one of 
them i^ the vestige of a round Tower ; — In all 
probability this^ as well as most Welsh Castles^ 
was originally constructed of timber^ as it is 
asserted in our Histories^ that it was destroyed by 
lightning, in the year 810,* — the founder of it is 
not known. It was afterwards rebuilt, and was 
for some time in the possession of the Earls of 
Chester, when it was again destroyed by Llewelyn 
the Great; — Bandlede Blondeville then repaired 
it, and King John encamped under its walls in 



* It is in this manner, (observes Mr. Pennant, speaking of Tommen y , 
Hhpdwydd in Yale) ttmt we must account for the total (Hsappearance of 
many Welsh CasUes, whose names are preserved in History, and whoso 
vi*stige8 we have soo§^ht for in vain.*— They were made of wood, as waa 
very customai^y with several ancient nations, and with others of later' 
date. The Pcritaiur, on the approach of the Spartana, secured themselves 
within their* wooden walls, and Osar found great resistance ttom si > 
Tower, in the Alpine Castle of Larignum, made of the timber of the 
Larix, or the J^arcb, which was found to be incombustible. In later 
times, the CastO» of Bamborongh was built originally by Ida, with wood ; 
the Burg of MurKay was fortified by the Danes, with the same material. — 
The people of the^me country, hi iZt^, had Castles of wood ; and a cen^ 
tury after these, more recent instances: William de Melton, Archbiefaop 
of York, in 1317, fortified tie Mount in that City, called the Old B<ile^ 
with planks, eighteeii^ inches thick. 
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the year I2II9 and was reduced to great distress 
by the skill and prudence of Llewelyn^ who con- 
trived to cut off his supplies* Henry III. suffered 
still greater calamities near this place^ in the year 
1245^ at which time John de Grey, of Wilton, waK 
Constable ; one of his courtiers most pathetically 
describes their miseries. At length Diganwy was 
m 1260 totally dismantled by our last Prince, 
Llewelyn ap Gryffydd. 

Not far from hence, on the top of a hill, is an 
ancient Tower ; its form is circular, its height 
about 20 feet, the diameter 12 ;- its walls com- 
pose only two thirds of a circle, the rest is open. 
In all probability it was a Watch Tower> and con* 
nected with Diganwy as a place of retreat. The 
name of this District, Creuddin, seems to be de- 
rived from Creu, or Crau, blood, or gore, and 
Din, or Dinas, a fortified place ; and was so deno- 
minated, in all probability, from the many bloody 
battles fought here between the English and 
Welsh, The fine view of Conway Castle and 
the Bennarth woods, from this side of the river, 
is greatly and deservedly admired. The original 
name of Conway was Caer Gyffin, and it probably 
was inhabited, and was a place of some strength, 
prior to the establishment of a Cistercian Abbey 
here, in 1185, by Llewelyn ap Jorwerth, Prince 
of North Wales, and it then no doubt increased 
in opulence and respectability, as the privileges 
of the quembers of this community, like many 
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others of a mmilar description^ vrere rery con- 
siderable; in the first place they were to be 
extempt in all parts from Tolls and Pontage^ and 
they had a right to a free passage over the 
ferries of the Menai^ Conway, Barmouth, atid 
Dyfi, (or Ddfwy) and it^as endowed with Landit 
to a great extent, both in this County and in 
Anglesey ; Capxit Wedva Tawr, (Snowdon) Crft: 
Goch> near Llanberis, and Morfa Dinlle, are 
mentioned. The Castle was built by Edward 
the first, about the year 1284, who being appre- 
hensive, probably, that he might find these 
monks and their attendants very unpleasant and- 
troublesome neighbours, he removed them to 
Maenan, about 8 miles higher up on the Den- 
bighshire side of the river, and not ikr from Llan- 
rwst, where there is an old family seat belonging 
to Lord Newbo rough, which still retains the name 
of the Abbey* The town of Conway has four 
entrances: The upper Gate, the lower, or that 
next to the River, a Portal between that and the 
Castle, and another to the Creek called Forth y 
felin, or the Gate to the mill. Mr. Pennant's 
observation with respect to this place is this, 
^ a more ragged Town is scarcely to be seen 
•* within^ or a more beautiful one without ;" the 
form is nearly triangular, surrounded with lofty 
Walls, and guarded by 24 round Towers ; the 
lower face of the triangle borders on the Biver* 
Tbe Cacrtle is built on a lo^ rock, at the S. £• 
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corner, and is generally considered (as the same 
Historian remarks^) a structure of ^^ matchlesa 
magnificence/' and a more beautiful Fortress^ 
perhaps, never arose. The Architect^ Henrj 
EUerton, or de Elreton, (the person under whose 
direction Carnarvon Castle was ako bui).|;) seeing 
to have exerted all his skill here* It had two 
entrances, one up a steep rock from the Iliver» 
with wiiiding stairs, and ending in a small ad* 
vanced work, before one of the Giates of the 
Castle, and protected by small round Towers ^ 
at the other extremity is a similar work^ fron 
which there was a drawbridge into the Town. — 
Over a great Foss, in one of the great Towers^ 
is a beautiful oriel window. The form of thie 
Fortress is oblong, one side is bounded by the 
River, another by a Creek, full of water at every 
tide ; within are two Courts, and on the outside 
project eight vast Towers, each with a slender 
one of amazing elegance is^ing front its top, 
'within which was a winding staircase. 

The great Hall was very magnifieent>and wae 
of a curved form, conformable to the bead of the^ 
outward Walls, including one end with a large 
window, which seems to have been the private 
Chapel ; it was one hundred and thirty feet ie 
lenlgth, and thirty broad, and of great height ; 
the roof was supported by eight noble Arches^ 
six of which still remain j there was a great fire* 
place at one end, and mother on the side, it had 
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six windows to the country and three to the 
Court, and beneath it were vast Vaults and Cel-' 
lars. The foundation of one of the Towers next 
the Creek has been undermined, and it is now 
denominated the Hanging Tower. 

Edward the First made this Town a Free Bo-^ 
rough, and ordered that the Mayor (who was the 
Constable of the Castle for the time being) should 
preserve its privileges. William Sikun was 
appointed first to that honor. At present it is 
governed by one Alderman, a Recorder, Coroner, 
Water-bailiff, and two Serjeants at Mace, chosen 
annually. Its privileges extended from Car- 
narvon to the River Clwyd, and no one could be 
convicted of any crime within its limits, except 
by a Jury collected in that District, and such 
was the case with all the other English Ganri^ 
tons in North Wales. 

Conway is a Contributory Borough, with Car* 
narvon, Pwllheli, Nevin, and Crickaeth, in re- , 
turning a Member to Parliament. The Great 
iSessions for the County were formerly held here^ 
alternately with Carnarvon, but the latter place 
being more central, enjoys that privilege at 
present exclusively. The resident population ia 
this Parish in 1801 was 889. The Market is on 
Friday. Conway is 232 miles N. W. from London. 
The passage over the river is attended with many 
inconveniences, and not many years ago a beat 
iras upset^ and several lives lost. The ferrymea 
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Me said to be very uncivil, and are accused of 
practising great impositions on strangers.* The 
regular charge ought to be one penny for a foot 
passenger, two-pence for a man and horse, and 
half a crown a wheel for a carriage, but they 
generally demand more than double these sums, 
and then importune for liquor. 

It is to be hoped that when the improvements 
BOW executing on the Shrewsbury road are com- 
pleted. Government will pay the same attention 
to the Chester line, and that a Bridge will be 
•rected here, over the Conway ; as this is the 
principal communication between Dublin and 
the North of England. 

Plas mawr, (the great mansion) an old hous« 
in the centre of the town, built by Robert Wynne, 
Esq. a branch of the Gwydir family, in the year 
l£SSy will be likely to attract the traveller's at- 
tention. Over the gateway are the wordft 
Anechou, Apechou, sustine, abstine ; and on the 
House these capital letters, IHS. X.P.S. being 
the Ancient method of inscribing our Saviour's 
ftame. The Church, the ruins of an old Abbey, 
and another old House, called the College, also 
claim a visit from the stranger. 



* The Cbart of King's Bench has very lately determined, that sta^ 
€oach passengers cannot legally be reqiiired to pay any demand whateegr,' 
for being conveyed over the ferry at Conway, and for carriage of their 
Inggsige, •rer, and abore the amount of their reipectiv* fares ia tu^k' 
Coaeb. 
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Gyffin, a Parish Churchy about half a mile off^ 
on the road to Llanrwst, is a Stipendiary Cure, 
and is generally annexed to Conway. The late 
Doctor Jones, Dean of Bangor, left £100. the 
interest of which he directed to be applied t4^ 
the keeping of a School here. The Vicarage of 
Conway, as well as Gyffin, are in the patronage 
of the Bishop of Bangor. On the summit of the 
hill below the town, and nearly opposite to the 
bifurcated rock, on which stood the Castle of 
Diganwy,are the ruins of an ancient fortification, 
of a circular form, with only one entrance, and 
this probably is the place mentioned by Leland, 
in his Itinerary, and which he denominateii 
Sinnodun, and where, he says, there are the re- 
mains of a great work ; it is described by him as 
being a mile out of the town, but in what direc- 
tion is not mentioned. Camden also mentions a 
British Post, called Caer Lleion, surrounded by 
Ditches and strong Ramparts, on a lofty hill^ 
near Conway marsh. The Castle of Sinnodun 
is ali$o represented as being situated near this 
place, in a Map of the Cotmty, annexed to a very 
old edition of that Author's Britannia. As IIm^ 
small work is intended merely as a guide to the 
Tourist, in his excursion through the County, it 
ccmnot be expected to contain a very deiaUed 
m pmriioular account of every object, which 
may deserve attention ; for this reason the Com* 
piler must pass over the siege of this Castle^ 
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during the Rebellion, in Oliver Cromwell's timej 

and merely observe, that the custody of it was 

committed by the King to Archbishop Williamfii^ 

#f the Penrhyn family, near Bangor^ and after 

the gentlemen and freeholders of the neighbour* 

hood had placed a number of valuable articles 

uuder his care, and for which he had given them 

receipts, and thus became answerable for th« 

property, he was, in 1646, cruelly dispossessed 

by Prince Bupert, without assigning any reason 

for this strange conduct ; it was taken, however^ 

from the Prince in June, 1646^ by General 

Mytton* The Archbishop was buried in th« 

Church of Llandegai, near Bangor, where his 

Monument is still to be seen. 

It would puzzle ai^ one, unacquainted with 

the mistakes and blunders of transcribers, to con- 

jeeture how Toisobivs should become Ptolkmy's 

CoNOBius, or Conovius, (or Conovium) but when 

we reflect a little, it may be supposed, that the 

initial Cj might be easily mt^aken for T, and 

the V converted into b, so as to form ToinobiuSj 

instead of Coinovius. The derivation of the 

W4>rd Cynwy, seems to be^ as Mr. Edward Llwyd 

conjectures, from Cjfn, chief or principal, and 

Crwjff or try, water ; the prefix eyn, being aug- 

saentative, as cyu-gann, very white ; cyn-dynHj 

Yery stiff;, or signifying first or chief, as cynfyd^ 

the old antediluvian world; cyn-ddydd, daf-> 

ht99k i BXki Dr. Davies supposes cy* to te 

et 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 COKWAT 

' ■' i| ■■ ■ ■ - 

synonymous with penn^ as cyntaf^penafj first or 
chief. Admitting this^ Cuttgetorix would be 
OyntwrchfH^aA CunobeHnus^ CynfelyUj^^c. 

The River Conway has been celebrated for 
ages, for its muscle-pearl fishery. Pliny informs 
us, that Julius Caesar dedicated to Venus Gene- 
trix, in her temple at Borne, a Breastplate set 
with British Pearls ; and Suetonius alledges the 
acquisition of these, as one motive for his inva- 
sion of the Island. Mr. Edward Llwyd assert* 
that the pearls found in this river are as large^ 
and as well coloured, as any in Great Britain or 
Ireland, and says that he saw several very fine 
large ones in the possession of Robert Wynne, 
Esq. of .Bodysgallen. Mr. Pennant distinguishes 
this shell-fish by the name oiMya MargariHfera. 
A vein of Burr, (a species of Mill-stones) was 
discovered near Conway, about the year 1800, 
but being inferior in quality to those brought 
from France, there is no great demand for them. 

The ancient Conoviumy for some time the 
station of the Tenth Roman. Legion, was ne 
doubt at Caer Rhun, about five miles up the 
River, and near the Parish Church of that name f 
as a Roman Hypocaust, a small Shield, and a 
great number of Roman Coins were discovered 
there, by the late Rev. Hugh Davies Griffith, 
late Vicar of the Parish, a gentleman of great 
worth and integrity, highly esteemed and respect- 
ed m hifi neighbourhood^ and a person who had 
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a great taste for the study of Antiquities. And 
what renders this conjecture more probable m 
this, that there is a hill not far distant^ which is 
still called Mynydd Caer Lleon, or the Hill of 
the Legion. The Rev. W. Brickdale, at that 
time Bector of Llanrwst, saw several Roman 
ItMricks, dug up near the Church of Caer ilhun^ 
which were inscribed LEG. X. This Legion was 
denominated Antoniana Augusta. The XXth^ 
stationed at Chester, (Cabr Lleon Gawr, or 
Caer Lle^on ar Ddyfrdwy) was distinguished 
hy the name Yicessima YicTRix^and the Second 
Legion, stationed at Caer Leon, in Monmouth- 
shire^ or Cabr Lleon ar, Wysc, was known by 
theiitleof Augusta Britannica. And there 
,wa8(nod#ubt) a Roman Road from hence to Se- 
rgontium on the West, and to Varium or Bodvarri 
and Caerwys, on the East, and another probably 
through Dolyddelen,to Sarn Helen and Tommeki 
y Mur, in Merionethshire ; Pen y street. Dot 
gelley ; Castell y Beri, near Tal y Llynn^ to 
Penal near Machynlleth^ where there was a 
BrCmian encampment^ and where very consider- 
able remains were discovered. 

The admirer of picturesque and romanti<( 
Scenery would, no doubt, consider his time well 
employed^ and find, his propensity amply grati-> 
fied, were he to deviate herQ from the direct 
road to Bangor and Carnarvon, and trate the 
Conway ta its •our<e;» or at kast to its jijiit«ti<m 
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with the Lledr and Madina ; be would .then 
pass very near Caer Bhun^tbeaocieat CMioviuiSy 
and in proceeding along the baakg of this beau«- 
tiful River, would be able to viat a great 
ttumber of Water-falls, and be would find the 
Seonery constantly changing, and new beauties 
presenting themselves to his view, at almost every 
i^tn of the road. My limits will mei'ely allow 
me to enumerate some of the dbjects whieh claim 
kis attenticm, and ought to be visited, whmh are 
the numerous Cascades on the right, between 
Llanbedr (near Caer Bhun) and Trevriw ; the 
^d Hottse of Gwydir, and its beautiful woods ; 
^e town of Llanrwst, and particularly th^ old 
Monuments in the Church, to the memory of die 
Wynne's, the ancient Proprietors of Gwydw^ 
ftnd ^e handsome Bridge over the Conwayt 
aupposed to have been erected hy the celebrated 
fnigo Jonea, who is said to have been a native of 
that neighbourhood. Near this town, are alio 
fisven^l Lead Mines. The traveler will then 
proceed through the Gwydir woods, up to the 
Village of Bettws y Coed, and the new Iran 
Waterloo Bridge, over the Conway, on the Greel 
Irish R^ad ; he will next viiit the falls of the 
Ciotiway and Machno, «nd ih^n return to Bettws^ 
and proiieed dp the river LUfwy; whenafaoot 
lialf way between that Tillage and Capel Cuv ig 
Inn, he will stop to view Rhmdr y WeaiMil,a 
tfMieiidoufiOateiBet^and fr«n Aa kiiiiif[BtiOiie4 
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Inn, he may either ooBtmue his rout atong the 
Irish road to Bangor, or direct hm course to Beth-* 
gelert Village, which is a atagie of twelFe Biik«^ 
or turn off on the right from that road^ «fter h^ 
has proeeeded about fonr wiles, for the ViUage 
of Lktnberris, through its wcmderfiti pass, and 
from the new Inn, which we shaU ha^e occasion 
hereafter to notice, he will be aUe to pMonns 
a guide to the susunit of Snowdon. But as mosl 
strangers will no doubt proceed from Cwiway 
to Bangor, it shall be my endeayour toaet as their 
guide^and mention some'of the particulars which 
are worth their attention along this line of road : 
For the first two miles he will proceed uf hillt 
witrl he comes to an opening between two rocky^ 
near a place called Sychnant, when all of a 
a n< Men a most magniUcent scene presents itself ^ 
from hence he eomnMnds a full view of Beau? 
maris Bay, generally covered with a number of 
small vessels ; the Puffin, or Priestholm Island, 
the Village of Llangoed,the Town of Beaumaris^ 
Baron Hill, and the Friars; tfaeform^^the beau* 
tiAil sieat of Lord Viscount Bulkeley, and the 
latter that of his brother. Sir Robert Wflliams, 
Baronet, M\ P. all on the Anglesey ihore ;— 
On the Carnarvonshire side, Bangorand Penrhya 
Castle, and last, though not least, the huge Pen* 
maen-mawr, protruding its rocky front into the 
sea, forming a natural barrier, in such manner 
(to all appearance) as to cut off every j^ommnni* 
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cation thi^ way, and render any further progreai 
impracticable ; the art of man has, however, at 
length conquered these difficulties, and surmount- 
td every obstacle, for about the year 1772 as 
ffx^cellent road was formed along the edge of this 
#iice tremendous and dangerous precipice, under 
the direction of the ingenious Mr, Sylvester, 
Parliament having generously voted a grant for 
this purpose. Prior to this event several fatal 
accidents had happened here, and one or two 
nearly miraculous escapes are recorded in Mr. 
Pennant's Tour through North Wales. At that 
time no carriages passed this way, and conse- 
quently all the travelling was either on foot or 
en horseback. Dean Swift was generally a 
Pedestri&n, and in one of his rambles he leflt 
tiiese lines, written on a pane of glass at the old* 
Inn, (now a Farm House) near this Mountain : — 

Before yoo ventnre here fa-pas?. 
Take a good refreshing glaa^ ; — 
* And when you are over, take another^ 

Your faintjog tpiriti to recover. 

f ' ■ 

, Before the Traveller descends from the top 
•f Sychnant, just mentioned, to the little Vale 
of Dwygyfylchi, he should deviate a little to the^ 
left, in order to examine some Antiguities, near 
a place called Gwddw Gl&s^ in that Parish; here 
%re several circles of stones of various diameters^ 
and large Carneddau, viz, Barrows, or Tumulij^ 
supposed to have been memorials of those Heroei^ 
irho fell in the field oi battle, as Cist/aeus, pt 
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Stone Co^ins^ are frequently 4^co¥ered in some 
of thesie circular heaps, or qolleetioBfi of stojies. 
The principal Circle now cpp«krt^ af ten uprighi^ 
s^nesy at unequal distances^ the largest is eight: 
£^^t three inches high ; on. th^;|^ound is another^ 
ekven feet .two ; the diameter of this Gjypcle ig 
eighty feet, ^ear thi3 ^m^ i^ur other smaller 
Circlea, in the centre of qne is a flat stone^. th& 
remfiins of ^ Cromlech, fn^m which it may b^ 
conjectured thai;. it was a Druidical or Bardie 
Cf vtele^ Al^out A 4|Ufirter ^f a mile from thfK isi 
a large Circler composed of small ston^s^ .aiiii 
pefir it another of l»rge sto^^^s; and pot fiur Iron 
th^se another Circle composed of small otiea. — ; 
N:^ar the la^ is,, a huge upright st^^ne, called 
Maen y Campiav, or the Stoqe of Craiqes; and 
nearly coatiguous isa Carnedd, and a small Circle 
c^f ^twelve sto^)^ ; adjoining to these are also .a 
greaNt number of .what m^ now called in this 
ci^untry,. (?ytti^^ Crwyd^elod, (Woodmen or 
IrishflM^n'a H^^) being theifoiindations of ainaU 
huildings, made of rounded [^ti^to; ^^i: tha 
vestige pf a road is still yuM^le in a direction^ 
from hence towards the Conftay^> ^me:of these 
last i|%ht probably ha^e jbeen the suiMiier h^b«« 
$l|t|ons or anc^mpment of a^small data^bmejat of 
l^e.Bo^an legion, ^tfttion^d;:ajt OaerBhun qi; 
QonoTium^ for the p^urpose of protecting theii? 
Cattle. Havipg mentioned Maen y jCampiaUj; 
H iHiay n9( perhaps >e considerf d a digre|i«9Ai» 
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miumerate the twenty-four Welsh or BrltMl 
Games^ of wluch there were ten Gu^i^etg^mpam^ 
or manly games^ viz. 1. To lift up great weightisg 
9. Running; 3. Leaping; 4. Swinmin^; a. 
WrefttUng; 6. Riding. These six i^erestiloit 
SWojiPieii^ Tiz. pertaining te feth^rs, or f;toimet 
«ppenM>n9, and veqailted only bodily strfeiigthf 
and a<^irity $ this lacrt, Mnr^ke§i^eih^'vA%\vppo»&i 
to have included Charioteering, or the is^iHiil 
driving and maftageiaent of different kin^ of 
earrli^es^ The othe^ four were> I. Arehefy^ 
% Playing with the Sword and Bnokler ; 8. Pk^ 
ing wMb the Cleddan deuddwrii> or two-handed 
Swovd ; 4 Chwaran ifonn ddwyhijg, or ptayihij^ 
m\1ik the <wo<-eiid Btuff or flbpekr. Nett »o these 
trete Hie ten Mii^heigampa^j eft tbeee more ^ 
eitiliai4y adapted te yo«ing men, via;i. €ouriit*gt 
%. Fiiribilig; 3. Fowling; the iieMainhig seVeil 
were df tbe don^fiMic kind : I4 Harddloniaelil^ m 
Poetical Comj^osilion ; £. OhWoreu'r Delyn^idir 
idaying upon the HMp; f$. Ae^hig WeMli 
4. Singing irith the Hwp; «. Sihiging hetw^eeli 
three or fonr^ most probabfy in aMernnte Stan^ttsr^ 
or PenniWon ; 0. Drawing or Piainting^ partica« 
krly Coats of Arms ; ^. Heraldry. A#ler iktem 
ilrere fbur ^^0gmtq^UJ or Minor Qamea, tl9» 
\. ehwmratt Gwydd-bwyli^a gfRnei^ilar^tfa«* 
of Dranghtt ; 2. Ofamrau TliifV»l^SWrdd, prohaM^ 
Baek-'gammoni^ as this word is anpposod to Ih^ 
derived from the Wetih Language^ rife, Baob« 
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ttttle, ^od Ccimmiiii^^/ or Gaonnon, Battle, aii4 
T«iri*-Bwfdd) metim iKe tMS oi) tlie tajble ; B. 
Cbwurau Ffmteal^ or the Game of the Dioe Bos^ 
is f^at mmHier it wa^ plajrad is not known at 
^re8en4; 4. Cyweiriaitr Telyn^ or th^ Tuning of 
the Harp* 

• Atler Halting th/eae Circlas, the traveller may 
iftiher i^itocte^d ito the top of Pefii-Q)aen*mawjr> cnt 
4a$Qeiid to tiie high road, new DwygyfylchI 
Cbnifoh? tiot fair frop which^ j.wt at the foot of 
]p0n->.l9aei»-t)aoh, is Pendgrff^yn, the aeat of T« 
Siiith^ fjfsm« — In the olefta «^ the roek, above thf 
jMriipijlH^ga^e^Aiear Pen-mf^n-mawr^ growa thft 
CaiLTjBQwa AMA^ or White Aean Tree; Mr* 
Pf^n9«iWt ohpwH'iKea tk^t iihe $wi9i» procure a good 
kind of AM0Hi S^rit frqin the l>erriei. Tli^ 
aupnmit qi ,thia nvonntain aeeine to have bee^ 
foiAiied fa^ xtmq or thrc^ K^a^ls^ one within thf 
oliier { mi^ ifaere are irtiU vwihie the rejniaias of 
»»gfeatt number (of jSu^, qr small buildings^ 
IBOst prohii^y «t one tifne the hiU»itatfoas of 
8«Jdieri,; .it wiis no dpubt a^strong military Post^ 
fii4 js sui^pied |o have been made use of bf 
the BfitoiilA ^J04 J^qfinns. The Reuuia Bqaij^ 
from Segontium to CoaoiviiHii^ mast have pMsed 
nmr it, .probrtfly oa the ^uth side ; and Ii4fl 
I4gh |^pui4tW> i|o canspiottotts and so earily difi« 
ti9ga]sh<)d at a^di^twice, formed a kind of link^ 
w^ daMbtA uiiilm mUitafY chimin of actfnuMUiifiatiott 
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between this County and Denbighshire, as it is 
very visible from Dtnorwick, (now called Pen 
Dinas) a Roman EncampmeBt in the Parish of 
Llanddeiniolen, near Carnarvon, on the West^ 
and from many fortified eminences in the other 
County, on the East. The usual signals in an- 
cient times we're fires by night, and a particular 
kind of flag by day. Having examined Sraieh 
y Ifinizs, which is the name by which the fortified 
part of the mountain is distinguished, we now 
proceed along the high road through the Parish 
of Llanfair fechan, and leaving that small Church 
on an eminence, a little to the left; of the road, 
and on the right Brynn y Neuadd, an old neglect* 
ed family seat, at one time the property of Hum« 
phrey Roberts^ Esq. and afterwards conveyed to 
the Wynne's of Plas Newydd, near Denbigh, by 
the marriage of his daughter to a son of that 
family, we soon pass Gorddinog, (Mrs. Crawley's) 
also OB the left, and soon reach the beautifol 
little Village of Aber, situated near a small river, 
and at the entrance of a narrow Glenn, Near the 
Bridge is a Circular Mount, seemingly artificials 
which was the foundation of a small Castle, pro^ 
bably constructed of timber, as many of our 
Welsh Fortresses are stated to . have been con* 
Bumed by fire. Several of the Welsh Princes 
resided occasionally at this place, and David ap 
Lly welyn died here, about the year 1240, an4 
was buried in the Abbey of Conway. 
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Traces of Buildings have been diseovered near 
this spot^ ^ieh were probably the remaias of th« 
Prince's Patace, as the inhabitants still prtitend 
to shew strangers the fouiidation of the. €d4 
kitchen. Several Memorials, &e* appear in ^ur, 
Welsh Histories, dated'Aher Garth Celyn, which 
is the aacient na«e by whieh this plaee was dis- 
tinguished* William de Breosy (son of Reginald^ 
a potent Baron in the B.eign of Henry III.) who 
/ had been taken prismier by the Welsh Prinae 
Llewelyn ap Jorwerth, was detected in an in- 
trigue wkh Joan his wife, (daughter to the King 
of England), The enraged Prince, upon the 
discovery of her infidelity, caused her paramour 
to be hung on the side of the opposite hill ; and 
there is a tradition, that the Princess going out 
ihet next momittg, and accidentally meeting the 
BaTdof the Palace, the latter (knowing that she 
was ignorant of the fate of her lover) accosted 
her in the following poetical rhyme : 

•aieeyo, 4«ecyn, i^wraif Uywelyni 
Belh a jroit t| am weltd Gwilym i 

That is/" Tell me wife of Llywelyn, what you 
would give for a sight of your William ?" to 
which she answered : — 

.Cym^n, Uo^^ a Uywalyn, 
Y row-n i g yd am weled fiwilym ! 

#. e. Wa2€s and BaglaDd, ami Uywelya, 
I wonJd cm tbem aU ta «m my WiUlam J 

The Bard, on receivii^ this answer, Viewed him 
to her, hanging on a tree^ oAthe side ef a hiU, 
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At mpkoe iMiir cdfed Wern Grogedig. it is 
•died fai Ckndeo, '' Tradition bariM De iirao# 
In a Care, in a Aeld called Cm 6w%«i Ddu/'' 
Ntrarly at the ^ittramity of thii fomantic Crlann^ 
about a mOe friNM tbfe Village^ tho River tarmA 
a ti<Me Cataract) |>»ocnpitatiiifi; vteelf dowa tka 
jfiMit #( a bold iaiftj rock, and nakitig a doii:bla 
fail) tfaie loiii«0t of wbiieb in oC very constdwaMo 
koight* Thii Village is teotlt frequBnted in «ko 
OMMoer aoason, and €ha aeoomnHNiatioiiB ait 4bo 
Inn we vei^'good^ The i)oa«h, at iii|^ Wkt^r^ 
h very ^onvemeat ten a^a-bathivig, amd mmaf 
ataangem fomain here mtn^ time iot tioit fut^ 
]^me» ThM^ 4i a food fi^on h^UM, o^irer Hiia 
lM«iitai«s bif Swl^h y Ddau Faen, to Taly Cafh 
fftrry, Llnnbodr and tilatit^^ ; andanotbarovof 
Hm ttttdi to BoaaidMifi, >biit thk latter inaot t^ 
be attempted 4by a tstranger wiiboiit ^a gaide. It 
ii aemaidcetl by Mr. Peanaift that all the •PaaMBi 
between the: weuntatns ^wtve goaided by VoPlm 
and Castles, for besidea <thiB at A'bar, Craig 
y Gaer and Maes y Gaer were fortified; and 
Ifaere was a Fott at Nant Pfrhnco^ (or Natit 
Atangcwti)near Voat y ¥wf ^anotfaerat DoH>adara^ 

• Probably at Braich y Bedd, oaar HdMl a#ya» Tktn If a Traditioa 
that in former timef there wa»aGliiiv«h wear that. iplate^ and a spot it 
•till ihewn distingniabed by the name of Hto Fonwent, (old Chureh«yard)s. 
and it is not nnlikelarhnttlte Waitb rrfrftetsni%hthave had their Sammer 
teaidence berty if kn^Muqr'b^.flUo'vvvd <• Jvdf|«fiMm Ibe name ; for Garth 
Celjn must have been near this ipot. There is also a Trddition» that Iha 
]UiiC«ifMlH«B tt^l»rOttTeiiOfoiMMU^adn%l^ctt'tb^BtJdgeai t^ 
Chnrch-yardy and that they lighted a fire onder the Bell tope, i» the 

rtam/irhttfcaayaiia8»#ife^ifar*aiibi». ' « . w 
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Hailt i*6ffii } CMtellCiilwin, Biant j Bettm) Cmi^ 
y DiMM^ xus9it LlmiUylbi; a Fort near DalbeiKi 
maeii) and »ii- cM Castte at Dalydd Blen, ao< 
Diaas Bnii«ya^ m Nant Ofnynant, near Betligekeft^ 
liord Btflkeley is the proprtatot of the gveatafli 
part of the Pariah of Aber, aad he haa heeft • 
great heneflicKor to this Chwreh^ aa well aa to all 
tike otherh in hia Lordahqp's Patranage, bavmg 
Wilt a f ower (or Steeple) to eaeh, at his omi 
e^peiMse^aiui Airttiahed them with Bella. Th* 
distanee IWmh heuee to Bangor ia €ibDiit fivw 
aiilesy and aa the stranger proceeds he eattnoi 
help admiin^ the ^wei^mf^fia^g ficcne^ and the^ 
heaoty etf the pmspeato whieb pre*nt tfaemselvoi 
to hia twn : Oa the Ang^eaey ahaae^ the ToaPW 
of Betntaaris, Baraa HiB, The f riaia. Bed WO^ 
jAe. cAniim hiaadteatioii; and difectly hefore him^ 
•* the 4)amarro«hire aide, he wiAl pereeiae tho 
Villi^eiand mnek^idaiired Chii«efa<yf Uandega^ 
aiidlieai>itPemrhyii fVoodaahd Gaatlo^ rising hi 
MigedMe grandeai^ Tho Cbaaeb of Uandegoft 
has lately bee» i><»ry ^nweh impfOTod apd hea nl H 
lei, hy meana^ m wwy handaaaw iLegaey^ hH 
|py^ektel«adyPMMrliyii for that pwpeae. The 
whoie of ^tibe interior haa been renewed, via. iHm 
BeaMs, 'Ptdpit, CloraninaioB^ Ceilitig, JPOastering^ 
and #loeT,and the Tkwer mified,4fi ordi»rto admH 
a i^eal of Sk Bells, a legacy for which ha^riagf 
heen^aSsoiefk hy liMJy Pem^yn, astweil as ond 
^r^eereatiimi»#aiJMlonttnK^nt to her deoease^ 
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Lard^ which in now fixed up in the Chureh, and 
18 a most superb and elegant piece of work ; it 
IS made of Statuary Marble^ and reprfi^ents twa 
Figures^ one a Quarryman^ with an Ircm Sar and 
Slate knife in his hand, reading the iosQriptionj, 
and reflecting on the losa of his benisfaetors, .the 
ether is a female Peasant Girl, weeping oyer the 
loss of her deceased Lord and Lady ; there are. 
some other smaller Figures, very desqri|>tiye; of 
tibe progress of improvement amongst the Pea<* 
santry, under the directing infljo^ence of hin 
Lordship. . 

Whilst we are speaking of^Llandegai. Villager 
and Church, we must not omit here to notice % 
very great improrement, and accommodatioii to 
the public, which has been effected, at very cpa-* 
siderable ezpence, through the lihemlity ofjtf r* 
Pennant, we mean the new piece of road, to th<^ 
left, made to avoid that dangerous and. ugly hiU 
B^ar the Church* This part of the County hai 
within the last thirty years been abundantly imi- 
proved by the late Loi^ Penrhyn, under the 
jtidicious mauagemestt.and direcstion of Bei\}amiQ 
Wyatt, Esq.,of Lime Grove, his Lordship's. Agent, 
two individuals who were real benefactors t« 
the Country, and whose names have ev^iy claim 
to the grateful recollections not pnly of th^ inha* 
hitants of this neighbourhood, but of all those 
whom business or pleasure may induce to enter. 
ihi&;QQi|iityrby yfay of Capel Curig aud Nan| 
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Pfrancon, wkieh is now the greari Post Boad from 
Sttirewsbtury to Holyhead. At the former plaoe^ 
an inn, upoa a very oemmodiouft and extensiTe 
scale, has heen ereeted by the late Lord Pe»* 
rhyn ; and bis suecessor, Mr. Pennant, with the 
view of giving greater &cility and convenience 
to Travellers, has lately erected there a Cottage 
and £N;ables near the road, in order to give those 
who might find it inconvenient to go dawn to the 
Inn, a» opportunity of changing horses at the 
road, and aho for the better accommodation of 
the Mail and Stage Coaches ; he has likewise 
baik new Stables at Tynymaes, and made the 
Inn there into a Posting House, to divide that 
long and tedious stage, which used to be ifov»' 
Capel Curig to Bangor-ferry. Capel Curig i» 
dwitant from Bangor about 16 miles^ & W. — ^The 
road to it is carried up the romantic and stu« 
pendoiis Valley of Nant Pfrancon. The forma- 
tion of such a road, in so rude and unfrequented 
a region, was one ot the earliest and most im* 
portant improvements which the late Lord l^en* 
rhyn effected, in this part of the Country ; it has 
stnee undergone, in proportion to the increase of 
pecuniary resources, and to the progress of other 
, local improvements, frequent alterations, and is 
now, from the munificence of Government, who 
have lately taken this affair into their own hands^ 
one of the most perfect and magnificent roads in 
thcf kingdom. But, important as this work was^ 

£ 
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at its commencement, under the public spirit of 
Lord Penrhyn, it is far from being all which yfB» 
accomplished or promoted by that patriotic no^ 
bleman. The following extract from a memoir 
of the late Mr. Wyatt, published in the North 
Wales Gazette for January, 1818, will give us 
a more enlarged view of this matter : — ^^ It was 
by so able an exercise of his judgment and taste, 
that the domain of Penrhyn, at that period a 
very wilderness, disregarded as a place of resi- 
dence, and the house in a state of venerable 
dilapidation, was heightened into its present 
circumstances of dignified and stately elegance — 
that a wild and unprofitable morass has since been 
made to assume, in the admired situation and* 
arrangements of Lime Grove, the features of 
comfort, of profit, and of ornament — that the 
agricultural properties of the Estate were pro- 
moted into a condition of progressive improve- 
ment; the cottage of the labourer, and the habi* 
tation of the tenantry, in many instances, into 
dwellings of neatness and comfort to themselves, 
giving animation, variety, and interest to the 
scenery which surrounded them — that such ex- 
cellent facilities were eflected for bringing into 
light and action, the hidden. and long neglected 
treasures of the slate rock on the banks of the 
Ogwen ; which, through a happy union of sub- 
sequent commercial interests, and the spirited 
manner in which thqse interests are conducted^ 
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are now so richly swelled into a stream of afflui- 
ence to the proprietor^ and of honest industry 
and subsistence to many hundreds of the poor. — 
Such are a few, but far from being all the testi- 
monies, which this country now exh ibits of the 
judgment and abilities of the late Mr.* Wyatt ; 
nor ought we, indeed, to have omitted in this 
short catalogue, as remarkable monuments of his 
well-cultivated taste, the noble marine Baths at 
Penrhyn, the fascinating and graceful Villa at 
Ogwen Bank, and the characteristic order and 
embellishments of the Dairy farm at Peu-isa-nant. 
The Slate Quafry is distant about six miles 
from Bangor, on the road to Capel Curig, and is 
in every respect worthy of a visit from the Tour- 
ist ; it exhibits a most interesting and surprising 
display of art and industry, from 7 to 800 men 
being in constant employment there, and the 
vast excavation, which from near thirty years 
labour at it, is now made into the heart of the 
mountain, presents to the view a variety of pic<« 
turesque and magnificent scenery, richly deserv-i 
ing the inspection of the artist. Within half a 
mile of the Slate Quarry is Ogwen Bank, an ele-* 
gant and romantic little retreat — a perfect bifouy 
designed by the late Lord Penrhyn, and still used 
by the family, as an occasional resort for refresh** 
ment and recreation, on p^ing a morning visit 
to the Qiiarry, or other objects of curiosity in the 
vicinity. * Near to this is Pen*issa-nant^ formerly 

£2 
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intended as a Dairy Md Poultry Farm to Pen- 
rkyn Castle, for ^hi<^ purposes, the most ample, 
elegant, and inj^etiious arrafi|;eiiie«ts w6re made, 
and the liouse desigfied and fitted up witii piecu- 
4iaT simplicity aiiid prettioess, perfectly oorres* 
pbndenir with the natut^e of its ofcg eH. These two 
places li^re accessible to all reapectahle visitors ; 
tSbre road to them, ft^om Bangor, abounds in grand 
and interesting prospects. — P^firhyn Cwtle tod 
Woods, at £^11 times a rich and remarkable feature 
in the Scenery — the Sea, bounded by tfaetltstatit 
Promontory of Ormes HesMt— 4^ prot/ruding 
Inilkiness of Peii^4Aaen^mawr — the bold and 
snighty barrier of Monetains, fbrnmg the «so^ 
picturesque lines with the facNrizon, awl extend- 
ing neanrly all round the distant Seene^^hese are 
ihe 6kM mgredients of this distinguished and 
li^airtifnl landscape. The present proprietor of 
^enrhyn Castle is G. H. D. Pennant^ Esq. to 
wfaoln the property was left. This gentleman 
seems to possess a spirit of improvement ho less 
active tfaah his -noble predecessor. The Park, 
which till ivithin these fe^ years :formed ihe 
dc^main to this stately residence, hlis been rery 
extensively enlarged hy the present profprietenr, 
trho has enclosed the same by a wall of consider- 
able length, which is done in a manner deserving 
iSke example of othei^d, for its aeart, i9trong, and 
masterly woric ; — the coph^ of the w«ll is peca*- 
liarly l^tfndaome, and dbaract0rftsitic<yf theemttHty^ 
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hemg formed t&f the waste ends of the Sltte 
rock, fixed iu u rougk and uneven fnaQner^giTing 
the whole a bold and sabstaotial appearance^^-^ 
Within the jnrecinets of this Park^aadjMrotrttding 
a ooRsiderahle distance into the sea, is a veiy 
haadsoaie bnildin^^ eontainiiig a large private 
sea- water bath, with warm baths contiguous to 
it. This edifice is understood to have cost the 
late Lonl Penrlajn not less than JC4000. and 
perhaps not to be equalled for elegaupe and eom*- 
modiousaess in 4he kingdom, Penrhyu Castle 
18 itself a modem braidings {with the exceptioa 
of one small eireular Tow^) and was erected by 
Jiiord Peorhyn, from designs of the late Ssx^mA 
Wyatt, Esq, a brother of bis Lordship's Agents 
before^meutioBed. The principal rooais are 
commodious and ele^nt, particularly the Draw* 
jng-re<Nn, which is a very stately and handsome 
apartment, bu4 the Architecture of the houf^ 
oaAttotbesaid feirly te bear any techoieal cha* 
rac^ter; being n^her of the Grecian, Romaa^ 
Gothi<^ nor English 4omestic stile, but an insipid 
imd uameatiiog atten^pt^t all. Bumour however 
st^s, that the present propiietor ooateifiplat<Si 
a^me very importaiit implnDyemente. The situa*' 
tioa is one whieh hasev^y elaim te a nohie aad 
disftiaf^ished ediflee. 

Lime Grove, the neat and appropriate resi- 
dettoe of Mr. Wyatt, the Agent of Mr« FennaBt, 
(and son of the former Mr. Wya^t> betoie aUuAed 
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to) is situated in the lower part of Penrhyn Park, 
io the West ; this house was also planned by the 
late S. Wyatt, Esq. and in point of chsistenei^ 
and technical purity, is more creditable to his 
taste than the greater work at Penrhyn Castle. 
The grounds, and what may be called the rural 
economy of Lime Grove, have ever been de-. 
servedly admired. ^ 

Contiguous to this part of Penrhyn Park, and 
to the North West of it, is Port Penrhyn. — This 
is a very noble and commodious arrangement, 
made for the accommodation of the Merchant 
Vessels, employed for the conveyance of the 
Slate from the afore-mentioned Quarry, to dif- 
ferent parts of the Kingdom, and for receiving 
and stowing the productions of that Quarry 
until they are lodged on board the Vessels wait- 
ing to receive them. The vastly increasing 
demand for these Slates,* necessarily requires a 
proportionate scale of the means for supplying 
H, consequently the Quay, at Port Penrhyn, has 
lately undergone very considerable enlargement, 
by the present proprietor, 6. H. D. Pennant, 
Esq. which alike does credit to his liberal spirit 
in projecting it, as to the builder in its masterly 
execution ; it will accommodate SO sail, in addi« 
tion to the old Quay, and will greatly facilitate 



* Some idea of the magnitude of this concern may be formed, from the 
Froprietor having shipped oS, from Port Penrhyn, in the year 181^ 
•kftee tm the nmoiuit of Fifty-eight ThooMuid Poondi. 
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the Trade there. The beautiful Bridge to^^ 
which Mr. Pennant is now building over the 
Cegin, at Port Penrhyn, will considerably im- 
prove tli^ communication between that place and 
the Town of Bangor, and be a great public ac- 
commodation in other respects, at the same time 
it makes a handsome finish to the Pier, which 
we understand to be upwards of 300 yards in 
length, and we have nb hesitation in saying that 
when the whole is completed, it will form one 
of the most complete Shipping places in the 
Principality. The Slates are conveyed from the 
Quarry, in Nant Ffrancon, to this Port, a distance 
of 8 miles, by means of small waggons, linked 
together in succession, and running upon a rail* 
road. The expedition and facility with which 
the Slates are thus conveyed from the Quarry to 
the Ships is very remarkable. 

Proceeding from Port Pearhyn to Bangor, the 
situation of the Inn, called the Penrhyn Arms, 
at less than a quarter of a mile from the Port^ 
on the brow of the hill, is well worthy of obser- 
vation. The view from the Bowling-green^ 
attached to this house, is very celebrated, and 
deservedly so. The component parts of this fine 
picture need not be detailed to the stranger, who 
visits and sees it — ^but in a word it may be said 
to be a most majestic, impressive and interesting' 
Scene. 

From this rich and animating display of nature'* 
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vwksy we must now (m faitkful pioneers through 
the Comity of Carnarvon) turn our eyes to the 
works of Art in this neighbourhood ; the first 
that presents itself is the great Fest Boad, from 
Shrewsbury to Holyhead^ which has been lately 
mueh altered, and in Many plaees in this rietMty 
entirely diverted from the old line. It has been 
found neoessary, in order to render the ascent 
near the Penrhyn Arms easier, to cat about 13 of 
I^ fcet deep^ and one or t#o hundred in length, 
and to throw an Archway over, to preserve the 
communication firom the above Inn to the 
Terrace, a handsome mansion, and in point of 
Scenery, beautifiiHy situated, butwhieh, from 
the above-mentioned excavation, seems to the 
passing Traveller, to rest on an insecure founda- 
tion. But before we proceed farther, and that 
we may preserve uniformity, it will be necessary 
to pres^[it our readers with a short History of 

Sa eaUed fwm Bap« and Cor, the gre^t or lofty 
Choir, (and noi froqi Pep-cboTi as Mr- NiQholaa 
Ow<;n «uppo6e«) ; it w a^ epiBcop^.! S|ee, and a 
fm»il Maj^et TowB^ latiiated iin a i^rrow defile, 
nettr a small brook called Tor onnens (as Leland 
infofma m) opeiung gradually to the Sea^ ISmt* 
ward) whkh com^s within less than a quarter of 
a mile of the Town. St. Dubricius, (called by 
tha Welsh Oufrig ISien cuirog) who waa Archbii^p 
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tff Caerlleon, upon Uek, in McHunauthshire, Ib 
mid to hare consecmted Daaiel ap Duilod, first 
Bishop of tbb See, al>out the year 6S0. ThiiA 
Baniel or Deiakrl, acoordiag to the Welsh Re- 
eards^ was Abbot of Baogor Isooed, in Flintshire^ 
from whence he retired to this pla6e, where he 
founded a Collegie, for the instruetion of youth^ 
tad it is aapposed to have continued a Cell or 
Member of the other Bangor, until it wa« con- 
verted into a Bishoprick by Prince Maelgnn 
Crwyaedd. The above St. Dufaritius is reported 
to have resigned in lavanr of St. David, and t6 
have retired to the Island of Bardseyy (Enlli) 
after baring assisted at the Synodof Brevi, (now 
called Llanddewi Brevi, in Cardiganshire) which 
circunijrtance is cemsEieaiorated in the following 
WeWilines: 

Pui oed4 Smiwi $BMdd BMTi> 
(Drwy arch y Projihwydi) 
At bV f wlw Bregeth Dewi 
Tn myoed i Tnyi Eitllh 

'' When the Saints of the 8yno4 of Brevi, after 
the good seripon of St. David, were going (hy 
the direction of the Prophets) to the Island oi 
Bardsey." 

The CKteiit of this 0ii|cese^ at that time, it 
ii9Lcertain ; but the present compiehends all 
Aqglesey and Carnarvonshire, except the fol« 
lowing parishes, ildtuated on the East of the river 
Conway, viz. Llysvaen, £glwysBh6s,and lian- 
^wstenin, which are in the Dioaesi^ of St. AMpb ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 bansok; 



in Denbighshire it has fourteen ParisUesy seveft 
in Montgomeryshire, and the greatest pdrt of 
Merionethshire is also in this Dioeese. 
- The Cathedral is a venerable Gothic builditig, 
spacious and convenient, but^ at present it may 
be considered 9 in some measure, in a dilapidated 
state, as the Chapter have been waiting some 
time for the Lord Chancellor's decision as to the 
quantum of Grant, which his Lordship may con*" 
aider necessary to allow, in order to pat the 
Fabric in complete repair. Its dimensions are 
as follows, the North and South Cross Aisles are 
30 feet 6 inches. North and South, and 2S East 
and West, so that the whole length of the Crosi 
Aisle, from North to South, is 86 feet the inside. 
From the Arch which opens to the Choir, to the 
East end of the Stalls, is 27 feet, from thence te 
the East end of the Bishop's Throne 6 feet, and 
from thence to the Altar 21 feet, whole length 
of the Choir 54 feet, which added to the space 
of the cross Aisle 25 feet, the Nave 110 feet. 
Steeple 19 feet, makes the whole length from 
East to West, 208. The breadth of the Choir, 
from wall to wall, is 26 feet 6 inches, the breadth 
of the Stalls 4 feet, 6 inches, that of the Cho* 
risters seats nearly 3 feet; the height of the 
Choir and Nave 34 feet, of the Aisle 24 feet; 
thickness of the Walls which support the Arches 
in the North and South Aisles is 4 feet. The 
Chapter Boom was repaired and partly rebuilt 
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in Bishop Moo/e's time^ and the Nave new 
roofed in that of Warren. There are now be- 
longing to this Cathedral, a Bishop, (H. W. 
Migendie, D. D.) a Dean, (J. Warren, B. D.) 
three Archdeacons^ two of which were annexed 
to the Bishopric by Act of Parliament, A.D. 1685, 
a Treasurer^ and two Prebendaries, endowed ; 
a Precentor,* Chancellor, and three Canons, not 
endowed ; two Vicars Choral,^ an Organist, four 
Lay Clerks, Choristers^ and other officers. — 
About the year 976^ King Edgar coming into 
Morth Wales, at Bangor confirmed the ancient 
privileges of the Church, and bestowed Lands 
upon iU and caused a new Church to be founded 
#n the South side of the Cathedral, dedicated to 
the blessed Virgin, which Church or Chapel was, 
by Dean Kyffin, converted into a* Chantry of 
tinging Priests; thjs place is supposed to have 
been the same which afterwards became the re- 
sidence lof the Vicar. Anion, (or Eineon) Arch<< 
deacota of Anglesey, became Bishop about the 
year 1268, and is reported to have held a Synod 
at St. Mary's de Garth Braunan, the ancient 
Parish Church of Bangor^ now entirely down, 
since the year 1291, but which is supposed to 
have been about 400 yards from the Cathedral; 
He also christened Edward the Second, in Car-. 

* The Precentor, tboogb at present nnendowyed, will In a few year* 
kafre a Salary annexed te hia Ofltce> in conaeqnence of a Dforaa lately^ 
' i by the Lord CbaiceUor in his foroar. 
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narvon Castle/ April 25tk, 1284,, and for tbk and 
ether services, had several Manors^or Realities 
bestowed upon him and his suecessiktfs, as the 
Manor of TrelTos, (said to have been afterwards 
the residence of the Bishops of Bangor for Bomm 
years) and some Cantreds in the Island of Anw 
glcsey, the Ferries of Porthaethwy and Cadnant, 
6rer the Menai, the Manors of Bangor, Gaatell^ 
nai and Garth Gogo, (now Gogarth). in hit 
time also the homse in London wa» given. The 
The oflices secundum usum Bangor, were reco^ 
vered by Bishop Humphreys, from a privtfie 
library, and new bound, by the direction and sA 
the expenee of the lat« fh^ John Jones; it wan 
compiled by Bidb<^ Anian, (Etneon) or at least 
given by him. The Cathedral was destroyed in 
the year 1071, and was soon afterwards re-buiHy 
for we find that in 121S, King John invaded the 
country, forced the Bmhop (Robert of Shrewi»- 
bury) from before the Altar, and obliged him to 
pay two hundred Hawks for his ransom* In the 
year 1402, it was again reduced to ruin, by Ibe 
rage of Owen Glyndwr,and continued neglecteNi 
f^ ninety years, when the Choir was restored by 
Bishop Bean or Deny* The present body and 
^wer were erected by that liberal Prelate Bishop 
Skeffington, as appears by the following inserip* 
tion, at the West end, " Thomas Skevmffion^ 
Episeopus BangoruBj hoc campamHeet Eede^ 
iam fieri fecit Jnn. partus 1S32." The height 
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mS tfce Tower is about sixty feet, it was to bav# 
been raised considerably higher, but the deatk 
of the Bishop prevented the execution of that 
design. The windows were made or glazeid 
HMOTding to thfe eustom of the times, by the piety 
^ dififerent persons^ among whom may be redc<» 
dnedi Dean Kyffin, and fsome of the Griffiths of 
Penrhyn. Bishop Lloyd gave the Bells. On 
tbe Skiuth side ot the Choir is a Mural Monument 
mi Bishop Morgan, who died September, 167% 
aged 64, also another in memory of Anne, 
damghter of Bishop Humphreys. The Basts of 
Bisfcops Yaugrhan and Rowlands^ which were 
decapitated, and otherwise disfigured in the im* 
natieal times of Oliver Cromwell, were retnove< 
in lAlO. Biriiop H. Rowlands erected the Mo« 
miaient in memory of Bishop Vaugban, as a 
iokexk of his aflbetion ; he died Bishop of Lond^ 
A. D. 16d7. Bishop Edward Griffith is supposei 
to hare been buried near this wpot. Bishc^ 
Rowlands 'died July 1616, and ci here baried^ 
mioHs 6S ; here also is buried Bishi^ Lloyd ob. 
I6th Feb. 1668, iBtai. 78. About the space of 
twostdnes off lie Bis^p Nieh. Robinson and 
Bishop Robert Morgan, both in one grave ; the 
stone is or was paltly eovered hj the raik; Mor* 
gan died September, 1978^ aged 64. Bishopi 
Bailey and Meyriek were buried on the Soutfet 
of the Communion Table. Ona stQMe with a 
l^lKte upcp it, is this mwripti^n : <^ ^Miefimpt 
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Glynn natus in Insula Mona^ 4*^*" he was Bishop 
of Bangor in \S6S. That wise and valiant Prince^ 
Owen Gwynedd, is supposed to have been buried 
beneath an Arch, with a flowery Gross eut on a 
flat stone ; he died regretted by his oountrymea 
and feared by his foes, in 1169. On the floor i» 
•a mutilated figure, in brass, designed lor Richard 
Kyffin,the active Dean ot the Cathedral, in the 
Beigns of Richard III. and Henry VII. He was 
a strenuous friend to the house of Lancaster, and 
when he was Prebendary of Llaaddwyn, and 
resident there as Rector of the place, he con- 
certed, in conjunction with Sir Rhys (or Rice) 
ap Thomas, of Dinevor, and other Welsh Chief-* 
tains> a plan for the bringing in the Duke of 
Richmond, then in Brittany, to whom they trans- 
nittedy by means of fishing Vessels, all the . 
necessary intelligence. He died the 13th of 
4higust 1502. The place of his interment was 
till within these few years (and probably may be 
so still) distinguished by the name of Sedd ^ 
Dean Duj or the grave of the black Dean, wha 
was so called, in all probability, from his com-* 
plexion. It appears, from the Sebright MSS« 
that our wise and brave Prince Griffith ap Cynan^ 
was intierred on the left side of the great Altar,^ 
in the year 1137, and that an elegant shrine was 
erected oyer his grave, of which however not a 
itestige now remains. . In the Parish Church o€ 
Llandegai^ >efore«mentioned, is still to be se^^i^ 
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a mural Monument, with a long Latin inscription^ 
to the memory of the celebrated John Williams, 
Archbishop of York, in the time of Charles the 
First; he is represented in his episcopal Dress^ 
kne^lrrig at an Altar. This great Prelate was 
bom at Conway ; his father, Edmund, was sixth 
son of the neighbouring family of Coehvt^Uan^ 
and a branch of that of Penrhya ; his life was 
written by Bishop Hackett, and the late Rev. 
&neyd Davies, after viewing the Monument^ 
wrote a beautiful little Poem, which is preserved 
in Dodsley's Collections. Here is also aq Ala« 
baster Monument of aa armed Man and his Lady^ 
recumbent; they probably belonged to the 
neighbouring House, but on the dissolution went 
removed from the Friery of Llan vaes in Anglesey, 
where the persons represented had been interred* 
The Bishop's Palace is an irregular b^ildinj^ 
situate on the side of the Hill^about one hundrflP 
yards to the North of the Cathedrjoil ; it was 
partly re-built by Bishop Warren, and several 
handsome and commodious apartments added 
to it, and it has been in other respects greatly 
improved by the present worthy Prelate, Dr. 
Hajendie. The residence of the Dean is nearly 
adjoining the Church-yard, at the N. W. end of 
4he Cathedral. 

. Nearly on the same spot where the Bangor 
Free Grammar School now stands, a House of 
Friers Preachers was founded^ according t9 
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Bii^op Tanner, about the year 1276, by Tudor 
<tp Gronow, Lord of Penmyuydd and Trecastelly 
m Anglesey, who also enlar^zred or rebuilt it i& 
1299, and was interred here in ICll. LeIaiMrt 
words are ^^ A Priorr of White Freres, by Bwk 
gof , • dedicate to Jesu : there were once Whitr 
Freres at Ruthin DyAryn Clwyd/' Edward VI. 
made tf grant of this place to Thoinas Brown and 
William Bre^ob^ and soon after it was coarerted 
into a Free School^ by Geffiry 01ynifi< LL.D. aju 
Ad vd64t6 in DcN^tor's Commons, and broths 4m 
Bishop Glynti. By his Will, proved July 21, 
IdST, he left the managenieot of it to hishrother^ 
and to Maurice GriJSth^ BiHshop of Roehester ^ 
hut the settlement not having been eottpleted 
prior to their decease^ they delegi^ed the aam« 
power to Sir William Petre and. others^ wb» 

«reed on the Statutes for the Master and Usher, 
tfa the eencurrence of the Bishop^ Diean, and 
Chapter, and of Alexander Nowel^ Dean of 
Bt. PauFs, who fesaid to have composed th^^u.— 
Mr. Pennant, in his Tour, iafor&s ns that over 
the chimney piece, in the old School House^ 
there was a fragment of an ancient Monument 
to one Gryffydd, with a long sword earred on it^ 
and on the staircase another stone, w^ the word* 
ap Tudor, probably part of the Tomb of the 
fotiiiider, Tudor ap Gronw ap Tudor. A new 
'School- room, together with a spacious and cofi^ 
lenient dwelling-house for the Master, adjoining^ 
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was erected here iti the time of Bishop Warren, 
and same new regdlations made with regard to 
the management of the School. Within tb« 
Iiast few yeard a new house has also been built, a 
little to the East of the former, for the resideniw 
of the Usher. This Seminary is at present e3t- 
tremely well conducted, and deservedly held in 
great repute: From having been for many years 
the third in eminence, (Beaumaris and Ruthin 
being long considered as superior to it) this es- 
tablishment is now the most flourishing place of 
education in this portion of the prindpality. 

Bishop Bowlands, born at Plas Myllteyrn, in 
Lleyn, founded here an Hospital, or rather an 
Almsl-house, for six poor men, and also a Free 
School, at Bottwnog in this County, about the 
year 1616. The Dispensary, a most useful ietnd be- 
nevolent Institution was established in this Cit¥^ 
October, 1809, being the 50th Anniversary of ov^ 
late good King's Accession, and the year of Ju- 
bilee, under the patronage of that excellent 
Nobleman, Lord Viscount Bulkeley, the Lord 
Bishop of the Diocese, the worthy Dean, and 
many other Noblemen and Gentlemen^ It is 
with heart-felt satisfaction we' are able to add^ 
that its Fundid continue on the increase, and 
every attention is paid to the numerous patients, 
by Dr. Mason, the Physician; Mr. Roberts, the 
Surgeon, and Mr. Pugh, the House Apdtheeary. 
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The following tribute, to the memory of Mr^ 
Edwards, the celebrated blind Harper, who died 
at his leister's, (Mrs. Jhonesr, Pen yr Allt, Bangor)' 
on Friday, the 13th January, 1815, aged 65, may 
not be unacceptable to the reader^ the author its' 
unknown : 

Ah ! qnencb'd is now that Minstrel Vfirr/ 
And mate those strings, whose magic tone ' 

Conid once e^en CmubriaV Rocks inspire, 
And move to life her mountain stone. 

Cold is the band, that once conld sweep 
* The native Harp, wilb Bardic sway ; 

Conid loll each passion rude to sleep. 
And drive the steps of care away. 

Ah come ye kindred Minstrels here. 

To kiss the Harp your master sway'd^ 
And o'er it drop the mournful tear. 

And let it in his grave be laid. 

For now like him His mute and dead, 

Its accentft all are hnsh'd and still ; 
The power is gone— the sparit fled, ^ 

Amd every nerve in death is chill. 

Bill shall that spirit rise no more, 

And shall its powerb no more revive^ 
And, on thi^ '' Mus^ deserted shore," 
J^ Shall no such Bard hereafter live ?' 

Oh ! Cambria, scorn the hateful dream, 

And raise thy drooping downcast head ; 
Nor longer drop the pearly stream, 

Kor longer mourn thy Minstrel dead. 

For yet some Heaven-tanght child of thine, ^ 

In ages yet unborn may rise ; 
Some sapling of this Minstrel's line. 

And lift thy glory to the skies. 

A new Market Hou^e^ Town Hall, Ac. har« 
lately been built here, which is at once an im- 
provement to the Town,, and a convenience to 
farmers and others of the neighbourhood; a 
good Inn, on a commodious plan, adjoins it called^ 
the Waterloo Tavern. Several mean unsightly 
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dwellings, at the East end of the Church-yard^ 
liave been taken down, and a new House erected 
for the residence of one of the Vicars. In shorty 
fVom the speculative spirit of the inhabitants^ 
and the increasing demand for Slates at Port 
Penrhyn, which, as well as the Quay at Hirael, 
is generally crowded not only with small craft, 
but with Ships of considerable burthen, Bangor 
seems advancing rapidly into consequence ; it is 
also of late years become a place of fashionable 
fesort, particularly in the Summer season, The 
population, according to the last Census, in 1811, 
was 2393, and it m^y now be stated at nearly 
3000. The principal Inns, are the Castle, near 
the Cathedral, Crown and Anchor, and Waterloo 
Tavern in the Centre; the Penrhyn Arms at the 
East, and the Va^pol Arms at the West end of 
*he Town. 

Hugh Lupus, in his barbarous inroads in# 
Anglesey, founded a Castle at Bangor, in order 
to carry on his ravages with greater security ; it 
^as situated nearly a quarter of a mile Eastward 
of the Town, on the ridge of hills which boun4 
the S.E. side of the Yale, and uearly the same 
ilistance from the Port. It was on a rocky, and 
in many parts a precipitous hill. Three sides of 
the Walls are easily to be traced : on the S.E, 
side, they extended a hundred and twenty yards; 
#n the S.W. sixty-six, ending at a precipice; the 
N.E. may be fraeed forty yards^ and ends in the 
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same manner. On the fourth side, the natural 
strength of the place rendered a farther defence 
useless ; Mounds of Earth, tending to a semi» 
circular form, wfth rocks and precipices^ connect 
the N.E. and S,W. walls. The precise tim^ of 
its demolition is not known, but probably as sooa 
as the Earl had effected his design it was suffered 
to fall to rum^ 

^ In this Parish^ about a mi}<& and a, half to thf 
South of the Town, was discovered about the year 
1806, at a place called Ty Coch, belonging t9 
Captain Taylor^ a Stone, with the foUowing ii* 
•cription ; 

NVMN€ ' 
IMP CAESAR M 
AVREL ANTONINV8 
PIVS TI IX AVG ARAB 

IX 

It is probable, that after the traveller has ex- 
amined the City of Bangor and its environs, h^^ 
may be tempted to cross oyer to the Island of 
Anglesey ; and if he be a pedestrian, he would 
find the passage over Garth, (formerly called 
Cadnant) Ferry the shortest and pleasantest way 
to Beaumaris ; but if the party have a horse or 
carriage, the road to Portli Aethwy, (otherwise 
called Bangor Ferry) where the new Iron Bridge 
IS now erecting, must be pursued. And here i<; 
inay be proper, before we proceed any further^ 
to inform the stranger that there fire six f^rjrisp 
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across the Menai, wiiicfa I shall mention here iqi 
regular ordar, beginning with Beaumaris, over 
the Lavan Sands, to Aber ; 2. Garth, near Bangor^ 
which is confined solely to foot passengers; 
3. Forth Aethwy,* before-mentioned, the best, 
safest, and most convenient ; 4. Moel y Donn» 
a very safe good ferry, and sober careful boat* 
men ; 5. Taly Foel, opposite Carnarvon; 6. Aber* 
menai, at the extreme Westerly end of the 
Straits, about three miles below Carnarvon. — 
The best rout for any person who may be inclineil 
|o make a tour qf the Island, would be to proceed 
from Bangor Ferry to Beaumaris, along the 
delightful new terrace road, made at the sole 
expence of that munificent Nobleman, who is an 
honour to his Country, Lord Viscount Bulkeloy, 
which may justly be pronounced one of the most 
grand and picturesque rides in the kingdom, 
commanding a full view of Beaumaris i-a^pi 
with its winding Shores, projecting Capes and 
Promontories, together with the vast and mag« 
nificent chain of Carnarvonshire Hills and Moun« 
tains, towering insucces^ion, in miyestic eminence 
and grandeur, and in variety of shapes, until their 
summits are lost in the clouds. After visiting 
the Castle and other Antiquities in and about 
this beautiful Town, the traveller is recommended 
to proceed from Beaumaris to Red Wharf, and 

* This Ferry, probably, took itt name from tbe Hundred or Piyisioa 
ff a« Iil^A ui wkick it id pitpi^tod; vis. Tlndattliwy. 
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along the Sea-coast to Amlwch, famous for its 
extensive and lucrative Copper Mines, and which 
are well worthy the stranger's attention, and 
from thence to the town of Holyhead, where 
Government has erected, at an immense expeiice, 
one of the finest Piers in Great Britain ; at the 
extremity is a very handsome Light-House^ 
which, together with the Lamps along the Pier, 
being lighted up with Gap, renders the Scene, 
at night, brilliant and imposing. He may then 
return into Carnarvonshire either along the Post 
fioad to Llangefni, and thence to Moel y Donn 
ferry, or if he be curious enough to explore the 
whole of the Island, along the Western Coast 
to Aberfraw and Newborough,and re-cross either 
at Abermenai, Tal y Foel, or Moel y Donn. 

As the Tourist may probably be desirous to 
know the names of the gentlemen's seats, which 
appear so conspicuous on the Anglesey shore, 
from this side the water, and which seem to claim 
his attention, as he procee<^s along, I shall here 
for his satisfaction describe them as they occur, 
beginning with the most Easterly, viz. Friers^ ^ 
the seat of Sir Robert WUUams, Baronet, M. P« 
for the County of Carnarvon ; i^ich is situated 
a mile beyond Beaumaris, near the Sea coast, not 
far from the site of a Religious House of the 
Franciscan order, — next is Baron Hill, the seat 
of Lojrd Viscount Bulkeley, embosomed in woodis, 
and commanding a most extensive an4. enchants 
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ing view, haying the Town, Castle, and Bay of 
Beaumaris in front, — near it is Red Hill*, the 
residence of Colonel Sparrow, — next in order is 
Lady Bulkeley's neat Cottage, on the Beaumaris 
new road, and just below it Craig y Donn, the 
delightful Summer habitation of Owen Williams, 
Esq. M. P. for Great Marlow, who is fond of 
sailing, and has an elegant Cutter at anchor near 
his house, — next is Cadnant^the seat of J. Price, 
£sq« in a small recess on the side of a narrow 
dingle ;— these are the principal iteats to the East 
of the great Irish road. But, before we proceed 
any further, the stranger cannot avoid noticing 
the singular situation of a small Church, on a 
barren rock, forming a little Peninsula, about a 
quarter of a mile to the West of Bangor-Ferry, 
called Llandissilio/ We then proceed to ano- 
ther small Church, called Llanfair (or St. Mary's) 
PwU Gwyh Gell, — and near it, the Vicarage 
House i and just below that Llanfair Hall, the* 
seat of Colonel Peacock. And here I must not 
omit noticing a very elegant Column, situated 
on a high rock^^ behind Llanfair Church, erected 
by subscription of £i each person, (and which 
was soon filled, so eager were the gentlemen of 



? Near thii Ferry, on the Anglesey shore, is n Rock known by the name' 
ctCMreg lago, or rather Carreg gr liicon, or Arch-Iaeon ; (the irchdea* 
con'i itone) rendered memorable on aceonnt of Archbishop Baldwin 
hutiof^ stood np to preach the ernsade upon it, at the time of his 
peregrinations for that pnrpose through Wales, 1188; and Alexander^' 
A«ebdeacoa of Bangor^ if said to haye interpreted to the people. 
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the neighbourtood, to contribute), and intended 
to commemorate the brare, skilful, and intrepid 
€*onduct of that gallant Nobleman, the Marquess 
of Anglesey, at the Battle of Waterloo. Not 
far from hence is that rocky or obstructed part 
of the Straits or Channel of the Menai, called by 
the Welsh PwU Ceris,* and by the English the 
Swelly ; the fury of the tide, during ebb and 
ffow, is almost inconceivable, except by the na- 
yigatot: here are g^eat over- falls arfd violent 
whirl- pools, but at high water Jill k still. This 
h a great obstacle to the navigation of large ves- 
sels, which must consult the critical season, and 
provide a good Pilot ; and as the Merchants of 
Carnarvon, and others, were very apprehensive 
that the erection of a Bridge at Bangor Ferry, 
would materially injure the Trade, Government 
has proposed to defray the expence of blasting 
the Hocks, and fo render every other practicable 
facility to the improvement of the navigation in 
this part of the Channel. 

After this short digression, we now proceed tfp 
Plas Newydd, the magnificent Seat of the Mar- 
quess of Anglesey, situated on a beautiful curve 
of the Menai, and protected on three sides by 
venerable Oak Trees, which reminds us of the 
Groves, in which the Druids are represented by 



• Cerifl, appears to be derived either from C«rr-ry». (or rhya) i^ 
nigbty rnthisi^, or Gyr-rh^, which conveys nearly the same meanuisr) -' 
Ymryin\y to contend, is componnded) of tjm nnd rhyt; anit tbt Uug^h 
word raeg, or coarse, is probably derived fpom Ibis wor<Ar 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AKGLE8BY. 67 



Tacitus to have concealed themselves from the 
Roman Army>and also recalls to our remembrance 
the ancient name of Anglesey, Ynys DywyU^ the 
Dark Island, on account of the deep shade of its 
groves: 



- These woodi 



Were tenanted by Batde, who nightly theilee, 

Rob'd in their flowing reiti of innocent white^ 

ImuM with Harps, that glitter td the nloon, 

Hymning immortal itraine. MASdN'sCARjictACUf. 

It lies within 80 or 100 yards of the Menai, with 
a fine lawn in front, sloping to the edge of the 
water; it commands a fine view both towards 
Carnarvon and Bangor, which is rendered doubly 
interesting when the tide is in, and the river 
covered with Ships of various sizes, together with 
his Lordship's Cutter, and those of T. A. Smithy 
Esq. of Yaynol, and Owen Williams, EIhi. of 
Craig y Don,sailing up and down, and contending 
with each other, thus rendering the scene more 
animating. On the contrary, in boisterous wea- 
ther, here you behold from your fire side, (if you 
please,) the . mariner exerting his strength to 
guide his ship, and contending with the storm; 
sweet retreat ! delightful abode ! • 

Saare mari magno^ tnrbantlbttt ttfBOfa tentls, ' . 
£ terra magnum alterins ipectare laborem. 

<< pleasing from danger free, to hear on shore, 
<* The temyefts whistle and the billows mar.'' 

Behind the House are to be seen two vast 
Cromlechs, the upper stone of one is twelve feet 
sev^n inches long, twelve broad, and four thick, 

H 
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supported by fiv^ taH ones; the other is but 
barely separated from the first, is almesta square 
<^f fire feet and a faaif^ and supported by four 
stones. The number of supporters to Cromlechs 
are supposed to be merely accidental, and ta 
depend on the size and form of the incumbent 
stone. Dr. Borlase, in his History of Cornwall,- 
has shewn the improbability of these stones ever 
being des^n«d or used as Aitws; the figure 
proves the kapossibility of making fises^ or per-* 
forming sacrMlees on their sloping sunimiti^, and 
almost all whi^k I have seen (observes Mn 
Pennaat) have, an inclination^ It is reasonable 
to suppose tb^m to have been sepulchml monu** 
ments^ (probably of tJieir Ardi Druids) and thai 
Ihe.hody.mi^ht be lodged in the space beneath^ 
and fifwr th^ mcmnment divide honours might be 
paid, or sacrifices performed i0 the manes of the 
dead*-— This species of monument is to be foand 
in most parts of Europe, in Scandinavia, in Hol^ 
land and in France } in the last, the Pierre 
liwee, near Poitiers, is a stupendous specimen ; 
they extend even fiurther South, fiur Mr. Aem-i 
strong gives a drawing of one of this nature in 
Minorca. They vary in form, in many the space 
between the supporters is elosed up with stone» 
of greater or lesser size, and thus formed a suf- 
ficient security to the remains of the deceased 
therein deposited. Probably all or most of those 
which we see in our Island^ might originally have 
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been thus closed up, and the stones since taken 
a way, and applied to other uses ; others are again 
quite bedded in the Cameddj as is the case with 
that at Llanfaelog, in this Island, Not far from 
the Cromleek is a large Cameddy part of which 
has been removed ; within was discovered a Cell, 
about seven feet long and three wide^ covered at 
the top with two flai stones, and Ikicd on the sides 
with others. On the top of the stones were two 
semicircuktr holes, of si«e sufficient to take in the 
Jinman neck; it is conjectured that above might 
have been another, so that both together might 
perform the office of a stocks. — It is indeed con- 
jecture, yet not an improbable on^ that in this 
place were confined, the wretches destined for 
sacrifice, as it is well known that they performed 
those jexecrable rites, and often upon captives 
who had suflered long imprisonment^ perhaps 
in Cielis similar to this, and the common Welsh 
proverb ^^ Bwrw eaeth i Gythraul^^ to offer a 
captive to the Devil, seem s te confirm this 
opinion. Aftor the tourist haa examined the in* 
torior of Plasnewydd, which' he may easily do if 
he be so disposed, he is recommended to pay a 
visit to Mr. Saunderson's beautiful Cottage, the 
Lodge, about a quarter of a mile to the East of 
this Princely mansion, where his curiosity will no 
doubt be amply gratified, as that gentleman has 
displayed peculiar taste and judgment in the 
embellishment and decoration of that siugularly 
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elegant and much admired residence. Haifa 
mile to the West, and within the Park, are the 
Farm and Parish Church, Llan Edwen, and 
very neat these, in the same direction, is Plas 
Coch, a venerable old Mansion, built in the time 
t>f Queen Elizabeth; and lately repaired and 
improved by the present Proprietor, Sir W. 
Bulkelcy Hughes, Knight. Next is Porthamel^^ 
late the seat of Mrs. Goodman, now of'W. Massey, 
Esq. ; beyond which are Llanidan Church and 
Hall, the latter the admired residence of the 
Hon. Mr. Ireby, eldest son of Lord Boston, and 
nearly opposite Carnarvon, Tref-Arthen, Mr, 
Bogue's, and Maes y Perth, W. P. Lloyd, Esq* 

We shall now return to Bangor, and conduct 
the stranger by Bangor Ferry, (which, although 
bbout a' mile ftirther is by far the most interesting 
road) to Carnarvon, and as he proceeds he will 
find the views constantly changing, and he will 



* The shore bmt Peiihamel, fBTthAmMu, mcwtdlmgio Rowlasils; 
Porth ym mod, ai others copjeclDre,) is famed forbeiBg the place where 
Sneto'nins landed ; his infantry were conreyed oyer in hoatSy probfthiy 
near a spot still called PoaI yr Ysgr^gUtu, and his horse crosssd, partly by 
BwittiiDing and partly fording. — Ready to receive them, appeared on the 
shore, a motley army> (as Tacitus informs ns) and womeo^ niBBinf 
wildly abont, m blacli attire, with disbereUed hair, and like ftiries^ 
brandishing their torches ; apd the Druids surrounding them, and lifting 
up their hands to Heaven, and pouring forth the most dreadftil Impreca- 
tions. The Roman soldiers stpod astonished with the sight— fit lengthy 
animated by their leader, and encouraging each other, being ashamed to 
be intimidated by a womanly, and faqatic band, they advanced with.their 
ensigns, and overthrew all who opposed them, destroying them in their 
own fires. After the battle^ they placed garrisons in the towns, and cn^ 
down the groves consecrated to their horrid superstitions; for these people, 
considered it lawfnl to offer In sacrifice, the captives taken in waf, awl 
to consult human entrails. — How thankful ought we to be for the benign 
ipflnence of the Gfltpel of pf«cf| by which we were delivered Un^ t^ 
yoke of superstition, and t|ie abominations of Heatbenlim! 
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frequently be at a loss which most to admire^— - 
the Sea^ the Mountains, or the landscape, up and 
down the Menai. Gorphwysfa/ a modern hand- 
some Villa, between the Inn and the intended 
new Bridge, built by Lord Lucan, and now tha 
property and residence of O. A. Poole, Esq. is 
the first place likely to attract his attention; this 
charming spot is much admired — the grounds are 
laid out with great taste and judgment. But 
before we proceed, the reader is to be informed 
that £24,000. have been awarded by a jury, and 
allowed by Government, as an indemnification 
to the Proprietor for the loss of the profits of the 
Ferry,' in consequence of the erection of the 
Bridge. * On his right, after he has passed the 
ferry, and as he ascends the Hill, is Treborth, the 
seat of 6. Barlow, Esq. and about a mile further, 
on the same side of the road, surrounded by fine 
yroo4», and thriving plantations, is Yaynol,^ the 



- • The meuUiif of the word ii > RmUmgi^Baee, a pmm giwa H by hoti 
Lncaoy being: deieriptive of the purpoie for which it was erected ; hie 
Lordihip nsnaliy ipending m few daye here, on hie why ,to and from 
Ireland. The home itandi on a bold emineneey and commands a full 
▼lew of 4be Bridge and Ferry ; and the ioraatee of tbit sweet retreat^ 
Mvo the pleasure of beholding the busy bustling scene, witboat being 
annoyed ordiecoumoded, eiliiM> by the noise of the passengers or the dnsi 
of the highway, as is fn^neatly the caso with honses situated near a 
public road, 

' t F Faenolf is derired fW>m Maenol, or JfoaMiisr, (from which probably 
comes the English word Manor, and the Falgar Latin itfancr^iMi^ meaning 
as explained in Howcl Dda's laws, either a lowland or upland district, 
bounded or marked out by large stones, (singalar moen, plural umiimV 
the former containing four Vills, and the latter thirteen. Tha new house 
erected by the present proprietor, is at some distance from the oM one, 
the latter is rery ancient, and has a rery curious Gothic Family Cbape^ 
»9«rly a^oiping |t| dedicated to St. Mai^.^ 
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occasional residence, at particular times of the 
year, of T. A. Snrith^ £^q. during.a month or twa 
in summer, to enjoy the pleasure of sailing in hia 
Cutter, and a few weeks in winter, for the amuse* 
ment of sp(H*ting, His usual abode is at Tedn 
worth, near Andover^ Hants. This gentleman 
is Proprietor of several excellent Slate Quarries^ 
some of which are considered the most producttv«» 
of any in this part of the Principality, next to 
those of 6. H. D. Pennant, Esq* ; but the propei^ 
time for visiting these will be during 9n exeursioii 
from Carnarvon to Llanberris, Yaenol was a^ 
one period the residence of a branch of the Pen-> 
rhyn Family^ who were descended from Ednyfed 
Fychan. They obtaii^d a Baronetage June IS^ 
10^. Sir William Williams, the last of the line^ 
disposed of his property to Sir Boucher Wrey, 
with the remainder to Kii^g William in fee^ who 
made a ^rant of it to an ancestor t>f the present 
proprietor. A curious Seal was discovered near 
this place, about two or three years ago, sup* 
posed to be that of some Convent w Monastery^ 
with the image of the Virgin and child, and 
bearing the following inscription : S« B£ATu£ 
KARliE DE SL .. NE BEC • . . 

The next place which deserves to be noticed, 
in our progress towards Carnarvon, is Bryn Tirion; 
the habitation of Thomas Jones, Esq. ; this houses 
which is nearly opposite Plas Newydd, stands on 
a beautiful eminence, and commands an exten« 
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sive view of the Straits^ as far as Abermenai,— * 
In this neighbourhood, as well as on the opposite 
shore, are considerable Lime^stone rocks ; and 
indications of Iron* Ore hare also been obserred 
here^ and, we understand, in one instance, a late 
trial has been attended with success. It is the 
general opinion, when these two are found in 
considerable quantities, that Coal is not fttr dis- 
tant, and some attempts have been made, at dif* 
ferent times, to discover the vein, but hitherto 
without eflecting that oligect. Near this placets 
Abery pwll,a Harbour belonging to Mr. Smith, 
where his Slate are shipped off, and to which a 
good new road has, within these few years, been 
made from his Quarry. Half a mile farther in 
Moel y Don, a safe and commodious horse Ferry, 
where no accident has happened in the memory 
af any person now living. In the life of Gryffydd, 
ap Cynan, (one of our Welsh Princes) it is said 
that a Castle was built here, by Aeloedd, King 
of Dublin, his grandfether by the mother's side, 
and there are still some remains of a fortification, 
on a small eminence, close upon the Menai, about 
th¥ee hundred yards below the Ferry. This 
place was also rendered memorable on account 
of a Bridge of Boats, erected here by King 
Edward the First, A. D. 1282,* in repassing 

which, a detachment of his Army, togeUicr with a 

■ ■ ■ ■ I.. . I , ^ -^ 

* Neap the same ipoi^ as it ii conjectured^ where AgricoU passed over 
itkiQ tke Isiua4, 
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nuqiber of GuBcanand Spanish troops^ command- 
ed by liUKS DB Tany, were intercepted by the 
Welflhi who nifih'd on them with hideous shouts^ 
dew numbers^ and forced the remainder into the 
sea. On thisoecasion perished theGeneral himself^ 
together with Roger iCUfford theyqunger,thirteen 
Knights^ seventeen young gentlemen^, and two 
huiidf ed soldiers. William Latimer aloneescaped 
by J;he goodness of his horse^ which swam with 
him to the Bridge. Even if we suppose that a 
panic had seized the English forces at this time« 
yet a considerable degree of praise is still due %> 
the inti:epidity of my countrymen^ as^ when com* 
par<ed with the .troops of other countries, they 
fought nearly unarmed ; in order to be convinced 
of wbicli> a persop need only read a description 
of th$ir weapons and accoutrements, when they 
accompanied our valiant Prince Richard Coeur 
de Lion into France, as given by William Brito^ 
in Camden's Remains. 

When we have proceeded half a mile, we enter 
the beautiful woods of Llanfair, the delightful 
sei^t of John Grj$th, Esq. a gentleman^ who acr 
^Plfl^^ng.to the example of his ancestors, and the 
eiistom of f * those good old times," resides con* 
stautly in the country, and gives employment to 
a number of poor persons, who would otherwise, 
in all probability, be chargeal^e to some Parish ; 
he does not dismiss from his service the super- 
anuated domestic — relieves the wants, of the in- 
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digeot, and pcomotcfi the comfort of tbe Cottager^ 
by uumerous acts of cbarityi and is an ia4ulgeiit 
9md generous Landlord, The neatness of the 
fences, the thriyiog state of the plantations^ the 
lich appearance of the land^ and the judiciou/B 
jmanagement of the I)onie*stall^ together with 
the improyed method of fiarming, must attract the 
a^entioQ of every passenger. . Nearer Carnarvoa, 
on the banks of the Menai, is the small but neat 
Pajrjs]^ Chnych of Llanfoir f sgaej, partly re-built 
at the abore gentleman's ei^pence^ and from 
wJhich his mansion takes its name. Not iu from 
hence is €r%, a house once the property of Sir 
W. Williams Wynne^ bvt urhicl^ wan purchased 
j|;^y J. Griffith, £sq. of Llanfmr; it deserves 
t^^UM as being the |4^ wh^re Meredith ap 
Jevan ap Robert of Cesail- Gyfarch, ancestor 
of Sir fl^hn Wynne, of Choydir^ was nfirsed, and 
finoin whence he mmoved^^o the Castle of Doiy^jkl 
Ke^.— This Meredith <as Shr John Wynne in* 
foivns us, in the History of the Girydir Family) 
inarrjed a daugh^r-in^law of oae S^ifi^r^ of Car* 
aarvon, who. had an offioe in the fixche^uer in 
th«t Town, aad was apersopi of MSO* per annum, 
and his son, John Spicer, was a Jtsrtice of the 
Peace, in the first Commiisions after the new 
Ordinance of Wales, as we learn from the si^e 
authority. Within a mile of Carnarvon, and 
aear the road^ is a handsome raodern-bailt house. 
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9^ Cochj the reeidepce of the Re?. H^ Jones. — 
Near this place onee stood an old Mansion, called 
Plas Bretwn, belonging to the Breretons, a fiiQilly 
who probably came to this country with Edward 
the First, or soon after ; and nearly in this di- 
recfion^ a new Ferry was established within thesp 
few years, and we lament to state that on the Mh 
of August, 1880, owing to the very culpable 
negligence of the Ferrymen, in over^loading the 
boat, and carrying too much sail, (it being a very 
windy day) it was upset, and out of 26 peraons, 
one man only was saved. — ^A similar accident 
liappened about' 37 years ago at Tal y Foe],(the 
Ferry opposite Carnarvon) with this difference, 
that in the former instance the boat sunk v\ the 
day time, and thepasseuj^ers instantly went down, 
to rise no more, and in the littter, it struck on a 
Sand Bank', in the middle of the Channel, during 
the edbb of the tide, i^ere- these unfortunate 
people remained for many hours, calling for that 
assistance, which, owing to the darkness of the 
nighty and the violence of the storm, it waa im- 
possible to afford them.* Proceeding along the 
road, the traveller cannot but admire thestn^ 
gularly beautiful entrance io 

V . ■* ... .... 

* Tlijs melancholy event took pinee on the niffht of the 5fh of Beeembcr, 
l«einf the Canmrron Fftir d%jy and the Boal«ien prohably in lM|Bor : t|i| 
cries of '^ittress were heard from both ihorM. One remarkable circam- 
•tance dCRrret to be recorded^ that only one pcriOB (out of W) lUPvtTfd 
in this infiancei at well at Ihe other, and both their names Huffh 
ffiliiainp. 
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%fci€b 18 rendered more strikia^ .by the auniiiiitil 
bf the Catftle Tewertt^ CeedObelen l^aUKier4touse^ 
lift weU i|8 the ^leaiive Bay Aad foaming Bttr> 
being dktmi^Iy seea in the ten of ihe Town. — 
Ca^naryoti isdltuated at the iooathdf the £)ei(mt« 
taasmaU Peninmhi^ forced by that river wd 
the brotfk Cddnant,* on the rerge of the Straits 
of the Menai^ which disparate this County from 
the IsUnd of Anglesey ; this Town is justly the 
boast of Noflth Waks^ for beauty of situation— 
goodnessr of buildtngs*-Hreguhirity of plan^ and 
•above all fc^ tfab grandeitr and ^su^nifieence of 
its Castle. Were an adsiirer of nature may Ibrge^ 
J|k careiy iff eonteost^lating the g4reati|ess ^f her 
works^or nitlft$r4ihestapen4^tt^^P^nttonsof Hk^ 
Jhandy' whose Almighty yfol, and creative energy^ 
U^imed this tenrestrial Globe, and called into ex^ 
istend64be^^s«isi!lets/%r.iii^^ This^place, 

from* its ptpoxtmity to ikesfs wonderful and im- 
pregnable* barf ierft, and its central and ^alubriotti 
situation, will be lomid to be a most eligible 
fttation, from ^ttbich the stranger may make var ioiifi 
and pleiumnt exenrsiensy sonie of which wil) be 
pointed out at the end of this artic)e#. The town 
u a square, inclosed with embattled stone walls 
on three sides ; the Castle defending it on the 
South. In the We4t w;all are two round Towers, 

and two ethers protecting the Gate at that point, 

It 
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called by the Yfekh Porth^yr-cmt^ where there 
i« a battery of 7 guM ; thfe^ mt %h^ Ndfth, ene 
on the N, B. ; two diippertittg the fittietn em 
Arnnce^ ot Parth-mawry miA two to the 9. Sw 
making in the whole twelve Towera, 
' The town 19 well btiitt^ the atreeMa being at rigiiC 
nfaglesi wkh the prineipid one^ (the High 8lrliel>. 
'Near the Gfoia foriMfly stood the old town 
Hali^ whieh oontiflned aiaiiy years in Ttrfni^ Imt 
it has lately been re-bailt in a more lipiidkMa atid 
-hatidaottie manner^ and is eMverted into a ei^tn^ 
modious Market HiiHlie, containing Birttliera' 
ShantUes^ Fiah IStand^ and Cwtt Manrkcft ; over 
these is a hitgt roon^ whidi is made use of for 
the hoys of the National School^ until the bnHd-- 
ingnow erecting Am\\ h^ cempkted; another 
containing ai pi^eaent a Depot of ktvAa^ 4mi a 
aioaiier one, where 4he gentlenien of the Sntttigs 
Bank Committee, tii^her wiAitlieir Clerk and 
^neasiirer, ait fMM twelre till two o^^Slodc etery 
'Saturday, to receite the we«kly deposMa ; tiriaia 
"a most excellent imttitntioii, UnA ought to be 
imrversaliy known and enot^raged. 
' The Caaile is fonnded on a rad&, and h almost 
entire; the enter walls are of da^k grey hewn 
<9rtoiie, (e tqiecles of litoe stone) wMbi an edghig oC 
¥ed ones at the comers and about the wiadows, 
as also in sevef ai/ar^leiM, whicli gires it a hand* 
some appearance. Edward I. built this Castle in 
a singular and elegant attyle, (and probably the 
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Tonrn hkewm^ on ih^ iite, und out of the ruim 
of otie mole ftncient^ and beating the same mame*) 
with the revenue of the ftee of York^then ymmmt ; 
a deep narrow {4m or diteh^ which has beeD filled 
tip fiome years^ o«ce defended it on the North 
iide> or in ^mt^ over wlrieh there was a .draw- 
bridge, leading to the King's or principal Gate^ 
which bad four PorteoUiiei, and was a grand and 
elegant entrance ; above it stood the figure of 
the Hoyai Founder, in the act either ol drawing 
M sheathing his sword, probaUy the latter, in 
alkfsion to the Welsh war beiog eiided,~-ander 
his feet is a defaced isAiield : this Gate leads into 
an oblong Court, originally divided teto two parts, 
the lower, or that end containing the Begal 
apartments, seem to have been agai» protected 
l>y another Wall and Gc^eway, npw demetished. 
At the We^ end of this area is a Polygon Tower, 
with' three hexagon Turrets issuing from its top, 
on whose battlements were eagles, one of which 
only now remains, (whidhisshMMfully miitUated 
and d isSgnred) whence it was called the Bagle 
Tower ;~we have the authority of Mr. Pennant 
for iiaying Aat fb^ Bagle ^on the top of this 
Td wer is with good reason supposed to be Bomaa, 
and that Bdward found it at old Segontium.-*^ 
In A small room, within this Tower, eleven feet 



*'* M * *'• 



* Qoer, fir fepUlied Town } ifu Anon, in the DiftricI of Arfon, on« of tbe 
Hnndrc^s of tbls Comity, to c«ll#d fram ifi sttttatiofl, o}i|i«itt M9t; «r 
Ani^iri^]jft yHofbk MiM ■ifaiAfiiitioii of t^ wor4, riz. Ar, Mpott ; Jf#iia^ 
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by fleven, Edward tke Seeood is Mij^poied to have 
been borih^ April 26ihj 1%4 ; a p«»ageaepamte« 
it from a MOiilAr apartiaent, oaHed the fmrser^.--^ 
The ceireetnesa of tlw atateaient ia howeTev 
doubted by matiy^ for if we may be allowed to 
jodge^ from the amall dioMnnonay and piesent 
{gloomy and uninviting appettrance of this apait4 
ment, it does not seein probable^ that the Queen 
of fingland would select it for the p]|ice of her 
uc€o^eh€mmif when other parts of the C^ustfo 
afforded mucb superior aecommodations ; on the 
other hand it may be olgeeted» that she might 
have fixed upon it as tbepUoeof greatestaecurity 
and secljuai<Hi,-^thia however is eeiAtin^ that tra^ 
dttion^ wUch is olten correct^ is in faver of ijm 
noall roMsv 

. From the tof^of the Eagle Tower^ whish most 
af rangers ascend> the traveller wiU be ablet<> 
command a grand> ' varied; and extensive view^ 
comprehending a grei^t part of the Island of Aftr 
gl<fesey^ the Straits of the Menai^ Carnarvon Bay^ 
£lt« George^s Chann^l^ with the whole rai^e of 
Carnarvonshire Hills, from the Peaiui of the 
AivalsyOn the S.W« to the huge Pen-^naen-mawr, 
.on the N.E«r being about 36, miies in extasrt. On 
therSonthside, next the B^ver Seioat^ are three 
JHexagon and three Octagon: Towers^ and others 
on the North. On the East is a magnificent 0n^ 
irauee, called the Queeil^s Gate, iknd through 
which she is supposed to have entered^ with m 
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lofty round Arch and mall Postern ; leading to 
which also, there was, no doubt, originally a 
draw-bridge, over the Moat, which formed the 
communieatien between the Seiont and the brook 
Cadnant, or present mill stream. These Towers 
communicate all round, by noble galleries* and 
severnl of them are surrounded by smaller Towers^ 
peculiar to this und Conway Castle, which seem 
to have been the Architect's two Chef d^eeuvre. 
In tibe North East Tower is a deep well, half 
filled up, and this, or some o^er is said to have 
contained a dungeon, where it is pretended a 
man being once let down to tmng up a dog, found 
a hammer, and that he saw a wooden door which 
h^ was afraid to open ; the Common people have 
a tradition, that there w^s a subterraneous-passa^ 
i^faer from this place orsome other part of the 
C^urt;le, to Coed Helen wood, on the other side 
of the river. SiMne statements assert that this 
immense Voftress was completed in one year; 
others, with more prbbabJlity^ assure as that it 
was twelve years in building, Henry EUefton, 
or de. Blr^on, was appointed master mason, and 
p^iiaps was the Architect, and under him must 
have been numbers of other skilful woikmeai 
The Welsh peasants were employed, n6 doubt, in 
waiting upon them, and supplying them with 
materials, great part«of which was brought from 
the ruins of. S^iMium, and tradition says that 
iii^ch of the limestone, with which it is built, was 
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eonveyed from Twr JLelyii^ near Plas Neivyddj 
ia Anglesey, and <^ the grit atone /loia VaeBol.-^ 
Tlie Menai greatly fadiitated the carjriagf^ i/om 
both plftoas. Tbe ei^tertor waUe are in general 
aboaA three yards in tUtoknaaa ; mad fr<u(a it$ 
situation and strength, it seema to hare he^n well 
adapted to overawe the neivly acquired aulgectft 
of its founder. 

This noble and venerable pile^ ftiom whatever 
point it is contemplated, or at whatev^er dtsttinoe 
it is viewed, forms a most interesting object>piar* 
tictilarly when it is coiwdered thirf it Mrai ^nc^ 
the restdenee of RoyaJity, and gave birth to tlw 
first Prince of Wales, o/Tthe Englfda Um^ — vhai 
wander and astoaishment must tt not hai^eamted 
in the minds of the pioor peaaante^ dwelling «t\tikfe 
focrf of fifaawdoO) and unused to see m^ father 
habitatidns than their own bttdible; d^eUmglsfii 
when beholding this vast And magnifioent Caatle^ 
advancing by $low df^greea^ to its present htigkl 
and aiagaiitiide. Wheat it is aoniidered .tiiat it 
has withstood tibe shocks of moM than &y^ hxan 
dred wiftter«, itseenta womterfnl 'Ihitt it ^bonid 
still appear so perfect and ekitice.; £»r what .is 
there thai does not at lasf fade and deoi^^'asd 
yield by degi^ees to the ^^ ismri^ elements, and: 
the sieg^ of timei : ' 

* Tie T0Wfl% ihtii mkgiMi il^sH 

Shook 11^ Ue flow tat-in ve 4«fflroftr«^uniB 
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Now banff in douMfal ruiils o^r itf baie ) 
And flioty pyraittidi, and walb of braii 
Deieend ; tba Babylonian Spires an lank^ 
Acbaia, Rome, and Egypt moulder down. 
. Tbii huge rotundity^ we tread ^rowi old ; 
And all tiioib Worlds tbat roil abont tbe Snn, 
Tbe Sun bimself shall die and ancient nig&t^ 
Agaiii involve tbe desolate Abyss. 

After this Monarch had subdued the Welsii^' 
lie began td secure his conquests, by ' erecting 
beveral strong holds, in different parts of Wales, 
4nd it dippearirig that Carnarvonshire, on acc6unt 
of its Mountains and Morastei^, ^t^as k Couiity 
Very likely to encourage insurrections, he deter- 
mined to guard lis much its possible against sticfai 
an evetit, by erecting this and Conway Castle, 
two of the coiiipletest and strongest Fortressei^ 
in the Principality, and perhapid not inferior to 
any in the Kingdom. 

The reason genei'ally assigned for ihe King'it 
conduct, in bringing his beloved Queen, Eleaiior, 
to such a diMance, and at sucli an inclement 
season of the year, (for it was in the winter) to' 
lie in, iif the following: viz. that perceiving thcf 
Welsh rem€fmb6red but too keenly the op^rei^ions 
of the English Officers, who m former reigns had 
been placed over them, they peremptorily in- 
formed the King, that they were detei'mihed not 
to yield obedience to any Prince, except one of 
iheir own nation ; he found it necessary to make 
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use of an innoeent artifice^ and a pardonable 
piece of policy : he therefore concealed his in- 
tentions for atime^ and secretly dispatched trusty 
messengers to the English Courts in order to con- 
duct the Que^n into Wales ; and it is related, 
that*soon after the1>irth of the young Prince, he 
summoned to|;;ether the Welsh Nobles, and per- 
sons of the greatejst ?ank and influence in the 
iPrinpipality, and asked them whether they woujd 
submit to be governed bj? a young man born in 
Wales, and pne who couH not speak a wor4 of 
English, and that w^en they answered hin in the 
aJQSrmative, he presented to th^m his own 9on» 
saying to theip at the i^me time (w well as he 
could pronounce the it^ords) Bich J)}fn* i. e. thil 
19 your man— corrupted aft^rw^rdsintolcn DiBjf. 
It ought however to have been previously men- 
tioned, that the King was at !Bhu4dlan Castle, 
during the Queen's oonfinemejut, and we are in- 
formed by Iceland, that when GriflSth Uoyd, of 
Tregarnedd in Angleaiey> brought him the joyful 
i^^t^lligence of the birth of a son, he was imme- 
diately Knighted, and rewarded with one of the 
Manors of the Welsh Fnnces, called lilyn yn 
pinorweg, in the Parish of Llan^deiniolen, now 
the property of T, A. Smith, of Vaenol, Esq.— 
The first Governor of this Castle, appointed by 



* The writer is aware that % rery diffefent acconnt is fitah •ti)^ 
orif iti •! Ail motto, ris.ilMt ttoia war« tba mtm of tin King of Bohaaiia, 
pitied by tiM Black Prince. 
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Bifttritfd^ ttm Jolii»il« fi«v««kig, wUAia fltdtny of 
900 M arici; With wldeh iie tras obliged to Aain* 
tfiiii< isoAslftfttly^ beridei^ bi» ow0 family, feuiiK^re 
men, of whkh fifteen ii^eMf to be eyoM^boWinen, 
ofke ObaplaiD, otieSkitgiB^nn Mi4 one SfaiO^; thcs 
reat were to dd the duty of keepefs of the Gatei^ 
€tf#tiaels^ and other aeeesMry Officers. la 1280^ 
Aciktti d^Wetetihallwaii^ appointed to the«am« 
impbrUmt offlhse. The cfMablLshniefit for Town 
aaMi Cuttle was as follow^: The Coti«table of the 
CSaitle had sometifaes £$0. at offers irtAy £4/^. 
Tke Capeain of the Tmm had £ti. 3s. 4d. foi^ 
hia aaaual fee ; bat this off ee was sometimes Mk^ 
nexedto the foria^r^ And-^ef^lSix^ was the Salai^^ 
for both. The Cottstabk* and the Captain^ had 
l^wenty^foar iSeMtera allowed fbeai for the de^ 
l^nAe 6f tlb^ placfO, a| i^^ wa^^en of fofirpehoe pdr 
d)9iy eaeh. Thia waa ectniiid^mMl' as the aaioikii of 
tire esMblishfoeat dwtinag j»^aKte^ Tbe Porter of 
the Gatea of the Towir had for Ms ahdtial fee^ 
£9. lOi The foUo^iii^/^ are 1li« daly iasMneea 
knawii, of thki pla<ie hat4fi^ ^Ik^f^A by the ciala* 
ofities of wai<, rw. ittthc^'great itiDiitM^tioA of the 
Welsh, under Madoc, in 1294, when they m»^ 
pffeed the Town, duritig the thae of a Pair, and 
pu« maay Engliah to tha swof d, got possession of 
tharas well as Gmway Castle, and made them- 
selves BMn^tera of att Angteiiey.^ Daring the 
rabefiioB sf Oweir d^fyndwf, abdutthe year 1404, 
I%ttan (B^An) Ap Meredith, of ^fionydd, and 

K t 
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JIferedith ap Hwlky a. Uyryd, of Glynn Llif^n, 
had the, charge of the Towni of' Carnarvon, (as 
Sir . John ^Wynne informs us), and an English 
Captain , defended the Castle; when the said 
Owen OJiyndwr and his party, in reyengje at not 
1:>eing able to gain possession, burned leyan ap 
Meredith'i^ two bouses, Cefn y F^n,and Keaail 
gyfarch. . Captain Swanly, a Parlian^entarian 
Officer, took the Town, in l^^ made 4QQ pri- 
soners, and got a.greqit .quantity of arms,, aminu«*. 
nition, and pillage* The; ^^yalists af]|;erwar((]& 
, r^possessejd theipselvesof the place,^ — Lcnrd Byron 
was appointed Governor,— rw^s besieged by Gie- 
neral Mytton,f in 1646, and yielded the place ottj 
the most honorajb^l^ terms, ^ In 1648, the Qei^ral 
himself, and Colonel M9son,.wereb^|U<|gedi9^itj 
by Sir J. Ow^p, who, hearing th#t Colonel Caiiter, 
and Colonel Twisseltonwer^.ou, the xaufck to 
n^lieve the pl»ce, drew a p^jft of his forcfH$,froni, 
(the siege, in order tq atti^ck them on, ib^ way ; 
the parties met at Dalar Hir, near Llan^fgai^ 
Sir John was defeated^ and.made.prisonpr; after, 
which> all North Wales S|ib|nitte4 t^ Jhe Par]iia*{^ 
nient. 

After this concise .History of. the .Qurtl^, we 
shall now endeavour to^ give a short descriptioii 
of the Town, within the walls> and then proceed; 
to the suburbs; the former , consists prii^^ipal}y . 
of seven streets, viz. The Qigli Street^ SL Kipg, 
l^tr^t, pr Castle Street, a. Market Street, 4. Be4. 
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Lio|i^ or.Plas-inawr Street^ 6. Black Boy Street,. 
6. Newgate Street, and 7. Church Street ; to, 
which may be added, 8. Pen y DeitSy or the head, 
or end of the. Ditch or Moat; 9. Hole in the 
Wall Street, and . 10. Pepper Alley. 

The High Street, which is the handsoniest, 
consists principally of Shopsand Lodging-houses, 
and has in its centre, (or rather at the entrance 
into. Market Street) the old Town Hall, and, 
present .Market House, already noticed ; and at 
the upper or JBast end, .over the Gateway called^ 
Forth mawr, is the present 6uild*Hall, formerly< 
an ^^chequer Office, it was re-built in the year 
1T67, at the joint expence.of Sir William Wynn,^. 
and Sir John Wyilp, Baronet, as appears, by an. 
inscription in front of it; in the interior are^ 
handsome Portrail^t of each, as also of the late. 
1^1 of .Uxbri|ige, father of the present: Marquis 
of Aiiglesey. Here the Merofa^er for the Borough, 
is elected ; tl^eir. present Representative is the 
HoiiLvC^ptft>9 Paget. This place is also used as^ 
an Assembly Room, where the Miehaehnfusand 
other Balls, such as those gi^^en by the High 
Sheriff, during the Arizes, and by, Members at 
elections, are held; and in order to light it up 
in 4 hand^ine mann^, tl^e late Lord Uxbridge 
presented the Coiporation with a beautiful gl^ss 
lustre. 

T^ .Corppratic^ consists of. a t Mayor, who is 
^ 9i|c|i Ccmtable of the Castle ; (the apppint^ 
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ment is by the King, and oontintiMfe <ltt]riiig ptoft^ 
8ure;-^tIieOfllee isat present held bjtli^littrqukr 
oF Anglesey), Deputy-Mayor, appointed by tktf 
Mayor ; Two Bailtfl^ and a Recorder,^ elee^d 
annually by the Bargesses ; Two Town-StewaiMs, 
Two Serjeants at Mace, One Beadle, Four Sides* 
men, and Four Constebles, elected anniialfy^ hf 
the Mayor and Barliffii. These go in prooes^ 
sion to St. Mary's Chapel, 29th September, being 
Michaelmas-day, and after service returu to the. 
6uild-Kan, to elect new Officers for the e«^ 
suing year, and admit new Burgesses. There are 
Borough Courts held here cfvery fortnight, t& 
transact business, and to hear and redress- griey-^ 
ances ; at the second Court after MiehaekKMUK 
day, twelve of the Town Burgesses' Hre sworh a« 
a «hiry, whose business it is to peranfbulat^ tike 
liberties of the Town, to presettt nuisances atwf 
encroachments, as well as to see what repaffsare 
wanted, and to make a Report of the same. At 
one of these, the present entrance to the C^Mkt 
was presented for consideration, whether H itenlt 
not be adviseable to place it m repair, but fro» 
the opinion of an eminent Barriffterj who- haa 
been consulted on the occasion, it appears^ tha# 
the Corporation hare «o authority so to d^, 4ie 
property being vested in the King, as are abb 
the Town Walls- 

£Rgh Street 19 terminated on the West' by 
Porth yr aur, on the outside of whiclt'is a wrj^ 
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pleftpatit t«rraw wcilk^ on iht dk^n of tJbeMenai^ 
^f whieb it co^iiqiiimIs h fu}l Ti^w ; this and the 
BMgor read u^ oQ«8i4ered the t^o fashionably 
promenadePy of the .inh»bitantf!. £d»und Grif* 
ftth) of Peorhyn, lived at Porth-yr^ur. Sir 
Bowktad llrittay»e> Countable of Carnanron Cds<> 
^9 iMarried Agne^^t aister to th^ above Edmund 
Giifith; Bowli^ GrifStl^, of Carnarvon and 
T»f Arthan, was 90t^ of Sir William Griffith,— 
This iMt Attended Henry YIIJ. to France, aa 
JU^if Mdo> the W^lsh Bard, inforii^ us in one 
ef bfai P^ms^ So late as Fifty or Sixty years 
mOp «a4 for aloi^ tia^e prior to that period^ 
aste/alei the priiicipal faynilies of this and the 
neigfchonrtng County, ba^ a Town House at CarT 
Mrv^n, where they generally used to spend the 
winter^ mi others resided here constantly ; most 
9i these were p^sons possessed of good incomes, 
%mA many f^f thew kept their own carriages^ had 
alwi^s a food table, and lived in the good old 
liispitable style of their aneestoni, so that when 
a g«nA)eman happened to came into the town^ if 
be had asiy acquaintance with some of these fa- 
mila^he generally wept to his friend's house,and 
M4iean Ion. Caruerron was not at that time 
heMsaeaiieh a eeawsereial place as it is at pre- 
aset These hoymt, and indeed every gentle^ 
saan's resMenae, was then, ai|d is still distinguish* 
«fi by (be aasse of Plot. The above short 
Intradaetii^n was tlioHght necessary in order to 
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notice - some of these old Mansions^ which hav^ 
feithfef been taken down^ deserted, or converted 
to other tiHes : Plas Issa, at one time the property 
ttf the Co^d Helen Family, and Perth yr aur^ 
belonging to the late Evan Lloyd, of Ma^y 
Forth, Esq. i^ere tito old houses of this descrip- 
tion, at thie lower end of this street, the one takenf 
doi^n, and the other in ruins ; Plas Bowman, 
between Chdrch Street and Market Street, was 
knother^ aiid in King's Head Street, there is one 
Mill left, 'Plas LlanwudUy where the proprietor, 
B. Garnons, Esq. residei^ for several months iir 
the winter ; and with true getitlemanly politeiiesi^ 
iMipports the ancient credit of the House, -^for 
tnuniSceiiee and hospitality, and kind atten^nr 
to the wan ti^ of the poor. Quirt is anothei^ hciam 
hi this street, at one time belonging to the Wil- 
Ifams'^s of Quirt, in Anglesey, and of Glan y r afbn, 
ffft^is County, which was made use of several 
years ^s ah Inn. lit this Street alsoy at the back 
jiart bf a public house, called Glainyr afon,is^a 
old btiilding/ supposed to have been at one timer 
either a Chapel belonging to the garrison, or to 
some private family. Plas Spfcer^ in Church 
S^eet, is' an old boul^e which claims our atteiAkm 
b^xt, once belonging to a family of that namey 
but ^fhich has long since been extinct* Plas^ 
Mawr, belonging to William Griffith, Esq."^ « 
branch of the Yaenol-^nd Penrhyn families, then? 
resident at Trefafthen, in Anglesey, and Plaa 
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PijiitQQ^ th» pxtmnt Red Lion, are the ima h^i 
#e sbaU ntffntiQP, Then ^ a ImiKbom^ Uxma^ 
iaiBoi to ikem&omrf of the fi^nnar at Llaafaebiig^^ 
ithich we $1)«1} nf4kid whiB we come to desetibe^ 
titai; Cburcii^ o!^«r the doojr are the follomog im. 
iiab, W.6; M^ Q.— -ivaooiher piurt, J. &. U. Q. 
Oata^ )4f9Q. With vespeet t6 the kttar, it k 
featarkable ooljr on acebuat of its antiqtiify^ and 
the fiMe of it* qoriginal Proprietor^ Sir Bp^r de^ 
I^vlestou^ 9di9tiAgui£Ai6d-faF.aariteof EdwardL 
He had been appoiBtad Afaeriflr, and Keeper oi 
ihe County of Anglen^y^ in IHM; what oSce 
hfi held here 16 uneeiiain ; but being directed iuF 
|Sj94^ to lary the aahoidy for the Frenefa var^ a 
Tax the Wehfa had never be^n aecuistcimed toy 
they fpok up Arms^ and hanged Be Pnlefidony 
and mffeffil of his people. This was a signal foor 
a general lafiurrection^ — If a'doc^ a RelffiticMi of^ 
the Jate Pnnoe Uywelys^ headed the people of 
this County. Edvajed marched agmnst Hfern inr 
person^ and with great difficulty redueed tfae^ 
country is) suhmai again to his yoke. 

In Niewgate Street^ is ihe County Gaol^ built 
about 1^ or 20 years ago^ by Mr. Penson of 
Wrejiiam ; it was then considered by much too 
large, hut we lament tosay that at present it is* 
frequently crowded ; adjoining, bvit fronting 
Ditch S^rett, is the County Hall, at the West 
end of which is the Grand Jury Rooiny both 
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spacious and commodious In the fottnelty ovet 
the Bench, is the likeness of J. Garnonsy Esq. at 
one time Prothonotary on this Circuit ; in the 
latter, that of Hugh Leycester, Esq. our highly 
respected Chief Justice : a gentleman, who by 
his upright conduct, inflexible integrity, just andf 
impartial decisions, and deep legal knowledge^ 
has deservedly acquired a very high reputation 
in his profession; and who by his politeness of 
manners, and affability of demeanour, has justly 
endeared himself to th*e Inhabitants of this part 
of the Principality, and particularly to the Geh^ 
tlemen of this County^ who wishing to retain 
among them the resemblance of the person 
whom they so highly esteem and respect, and 
with whom they have been in the habit of friend- 
ly intercourse for many years, have requested 
him to sit for his picture, the expence of which 
was defrayed by voluntary Contributions ; from 
the eagerness to come forward on the occasion^ 
the Subscription was completed in isi very short 
time, besides leaving a handsome surplus in the 
hands of the Committee, who gave £20 of it to 
the Widows and Orphans of those who perished 
in the Brig Elizabeth^ which was upset and lost 
early last year, near Carnarvon Bar; the re- 
mainder is placed in the Bank, to be appropri- 
ated to the first charitable purpose that offers. 
Adjoining the Grand Jury Room are the Officer 
of the Prothonotary and Clerk of the Peace » 
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^lul ne9X to these^ outside of the walls^ %t tb» 
extremity of the Quay or Pier, is the Custom- 
House, a substantial and convenient modern 
Building. ^ 

8U Mary's Chapel, is situated on the North 
West of the Town, adjoining one of the Towers 
of the Wall : it is represented by most authors, 
fi9 haYing originally been built for the use of the 
Garrison, and to have afterwards been claimed 
by the Corporation. Some years ago, either the 
Curate, or the Clerk by his direction, used to 
go about the town at Easter, to collect Dona* 
tions and Subscriptions, for performing English 
SlervioQ in this Chapel. It is now generally 
called the Town Church, and is ser?ed by the 
Yicar of Llanbeblig, It was rebuilt in the year 
1912, (with the exception of the old arches) 
partly by Subscription, assisted by t^e Corpora- 
tion, who annually let a number of Pews as 
tbeir property, The Marquis of Anglesey pre- 
seated them with an excellent Organ, which is 
considered a vtery fine toned Instrument* 

The Suburbs, or Town without the Walls, 
consists of the following Streets i viz. Perth- 
mawr l^reet ; the Bank or Dock Quay, where 
there are several good brick houses ; Y Pendist^ 
or Turf Square ; Crown Street ; Bangor Street ; 
Old Boot Street: North Pen yr allt, or Toot- 
Hill Street ; South Pen yr allt^ formerly called, 

i$tryd y Prieiau Saetbu; Pont Bridd, or Bridge 

h s 
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mt&Bl y Stryt y Llyo^or Pool Street; IVefiynoti, 
or Holywell; Tre> Gof, or Smithfleld; Skift- 
nerfc Lane; Y Maes Glas, Of Green $ woA tfai^ 
Green Gate Street. , 

Carnarvon is gireatly improved^ and consider-^ 
ably enlarged within these last thirty years ;— 
at the entrance from Bangor^ the fJxbridge Arim 
Hotels a large, handsome, and odiimiodioitt Inti^ 
waa built by the late Lord Uxbridge, which ia 
kept by Mr. Geoi^ Bettiss^ and where the 
Traveller will meet with every attention attd 
eiviliiy, and will find the accommodations excel- 
lent, and the aharges reffionabte, — Within the 
aame period was erected that handsome « row of 
hotises called the Green, termiiaiited on the Eiurt 
side by the Goat Inn, built by Thomas Jonea^ 
£sq> of BryntirioA> who is the proprietor tfaercs* 
of; hisre also th& Stranger will meet with eversr 
attention, and where the accommodations ave 
good, and the charges moderlite. In front df 
thede hoases th^/e was a high bietnk, aome ymm 
ago, which, besides interceptii^ the View, wm 
very inconvenient to ytsioehd and descend, par^ 
tt^la% nt the time of l^airis, which ure h^1i| 
Jiere ; this %As reniioved »bout fear ypnita agt>, 
partly by Subscription, but chiefly at the ^l.- 
peh^ of the Parish mA X)orporat»(m> who 
(ediployed the PoOr diiribg thoSe dear l^hffies, in 
removing !ftie ^rtib, and Ivheeling it d&Wn to 
|fl!^rp ve the ^tttty, Which k\%o wfts ^cted ^m% 
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d^bttMh yMn ago^ and hM lately beeh ektetuted, 
atid retitfered lilore spacious and convenient^ no 
that it now affords every fSicllity and accavhiko* 
OMUmtb VeMsels lottding and unloading. The 
SkKib Qnarrfes^ (as imh before been obsi^i<ved) 
aHiXhe chief souirceis <»f tbe Wealth and Cotn- 
merce df this Coutity ; and in these, thousands 
df the Inhabitants, are constantly employed; 
and scores, if not hundreds of Waggons and 
Garts are engaged in bringing dot^rn the prodm!«» 
#ions of the Quarries to this t'own, Where they 
At* shipped to various patts of the World. 
Ttte aVeriEige annual Amouiidt of Exports from 
lAwe iPort of Oairnarvon, is at present, about* 
JSlM),000, but tliere is every reason to suppose, 
^liat, -we^ Bail-^roads formed from the several 
Stkte Quarries in %he neighfbourfaood, the Export 
IVade #<Aild be Viiry much inc!reased ; aS then a 
iMppIy of ^ates might always be secured on the 
Qtxays; whereas now, from the uncertainty of 
sttCb stipply, and the consequent delay, propri* 
^^rs httd msfsters of Vessels are unwilling to 
fifkpMe tbemselves fo the risque of incurring a 
h^vy expence, m waiting their turn to load ; 
tldb opieirates more particularly 6n large Vessels, 
their expences being heavy, in propoirtiofn to* 
Aei^ "fAte ; and it is Oertain^ tliat many Ame- 
ricans Ititd otiber JPoreigners^ are deterred by- 
itk^tt Circumstances from coming to tliis Vott 
ftitHMe. 
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The long desired Light on Bardaey /] 
the establishment of which is now decided on» 
and which it is intended by the Corporation of 
Trinity House, shall be exhibited in the ensuisjg 
Avtumn, is likely to prove of incfdeulable bene*- 
jBt; not only to the Coasting Trade of thbaifd 
the neighbouring Ports, but to Trade in generiEil. 

Steam Packets might be established between 
Carnarvon and Dublin. At times when the tide 
might not answer for landing at the Town^ on 
account of the difficulty of passing the Bar, they 
would always find a safe and comviodious landing 
place at Llanddwyn Point, about seven miles 
distant from Carnarvon ; with th^ capability of 
a good Carriage Road to the Town being made^ 
at a small, expence* The late improvements at 
Llanddwyn, have rendered it particularly eligi* 
ble for the above purpose, the Trustees of Car- 
narvon Harbour having erected a Breakwater, and 
Beacon, for the safety and comfort of Navigators^ 
The distance from Carnarvon to Capel Cun^^ 
through the beautiful and romantic Pass of 
Llanberis, is eighteen miles; from Holyhead^ by 
Bangor Ferry forty- two miles: The traveller 
would therefore save^ twenty-four miles, by, 
adopting the former line. 

This Town is Aipable of much improvement, 
as a place of resort for strangers, particularly in 
the Summer season ; at which' period, it is even 
now visited by many, but from the want of suf» 
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flcient comfortable accommodation^ and other 
conyeniences to induce them to remain^ a weekly^ 
Qay almost a daily change is observable^ in a con- 
tinued succession of vinitors. Were comfortable 
Lodging Houses erected^ ivith Baths attached^ 
(which might be done with much ease) and the 
shore cleared^ at certain convenient points^ with 
public Machines, and Attendants^ there is little 
doubt of this delightfully situated Town, be* 
coming in a short time a favourite Watering 
Place, and consequently, improving rapidly. 

Edward I. bestotred on Carnarvon its first 
Royal Charter, and made it a free Borough: 
among other privileges, none of the Burgesses 
could be convicted of any crime committed be- 
tween the Rivers Conway and Dyfi, unless by a 
Jury of their own Townsmen. The representa- 
tive of the place is elected by its Burgesses, and 
those of Conway, Pwllheli, and Crickaeth ; the 
i)ight of voting is in every one, resident, or non- 
resident, admitted to their Freedom. Bondsme» 
in former times, living in the Town a year mad a 
day, and paying scot and lot, gained their liberty, 
and in those days Jews were not permitted to 
reside here. The first member was John Pules- 
ton ; and the second time it sent representativesy 
(which was the 1st Edward YI) it chose Robert 
Puleston, and the County elected John, as if 
both Town and County determined to make 
reparation to the family, for the cruelty prao^ 
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tised on thmf anoeitor. It giTes the tille of 
Marquis to ihm»Bry4gnf Lard Chaoiddfi; utd 
that of £af 1> to Hewy Herbert, Baron Porcheit^r» 
wiio Mras cfeated a Barpa Oct« 1T> 1790, wd 
advanced t» die Earldom June t», 1799. I«el«M)# 
wju> traveilad dinmgk lliie Countyy in the time 
of Hejuify VlUr^ makea the tolhmmg obflerTation, 
with wgani to th) ntvation o;f C&marvoni in 
hk Itmenaryy ^^Cadaaiui; hmok, ruing thwe 
wifei ^9 oomei^ <iiK>ugfa the Town Bridge of 
Ca&rfmamm, and giieth by StesUT into the Meii»l 
av«9 M tiuit CSaenamron rtande^ 'betwixt twa 
Ervero, hotheoming into the said atraiti of the 

IfiMun ." 

fill iUi Parish there are TOD Hoiia«i atHwifwd 
ibr re«!aitaie^ ^17. of whicb are in the Tpwa» 
addwgte theae the iKiiBher ef (fttmilies eauoMsed 
from fisvttfiby^ ^and 'dioae who rem^e pajrochial 
Bieiiefyit may neasonahLy be inferred^ that 
the i^Mtetinn of Carnarreo is about GOOD, 
e]bdbMii^e^of MaoriiieKi. There needs no ekheor 
dbaenratieo 4>n the salubiity o£ the air, than the 
l<dto9i9ng jextiaet imm the Report of the fie^eet 
¥estry ef Caf narFCHi, in 1619 :— ^ Awong thoae. 
who receivie Earoohial Selief, ate 19» aged hwk 
8»4o>fl0 years; 2B,ifrom 7«0 to 8d;4^, from BOtia^ 
Tie ; and 8», fpoin 110 Aaae. 

Jbo the 7oww Ase the following Dissantii^i^ 
Ciblif^l^ a P^mkftemn Chapel in Bangor 
Stowrt,^.-4he C^lviw(Bt's ajt Pe?^ yr aUti— t^^ 
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Wesleyans' in Smithfield> or Tre'r gof, and the 
Baptists' at Treffynon. There are iBve Fairs 
held annually at Carnarvon, viz. March 12th, 
May 16th, August 12th, September 20, and De- 
cember S. 

Tha following beautiful Stanzas, appeared in 
the North Wales Gazette, November 27, 1812, 
signed Junius, which may not be thought out of 
place here ; they were written by Mr. B^i Bjrocas, 
at that time residing in this Town : 

Doet thy fiarpy O Cambria, Slumber I 

Are thy sainted Bardi no more f 
OQce it braatbM a sweeter namber 

Than e'er sigh'd 'round Scylla's shore. 

Where are now those magrie wonders, 

Which its tonch could once inspii* f 
Where thy Minstrels' martial thunders, 

Glauc'd from hands and lips of firt. 

Are thy glories sunk forever, ,. 

Are they set to/ise no more t 
Must we henceforth hall them never, 

On this muse-deserted shore? 

ITcs I prophetic Science bear's me. 

Thus bewail her ancient seat, 
liifts her spoil crown'd head> and cheers me. 

Echoing thus the cry of fate:- 

*' Thy bless'd shade, O Taliesin ! 

<* Waft on soft Elysian gales, 
^< To impart thy heav'n-taught lesson, 

** To some faTour'd child of Wales, 

' «< Let Thy Spirit hover o'er him, 

« Strike him with thy ballow'd fire : 
** Prostrate nations shall adore him, 
<* DeckM yr^U Thy immortal lyre. 

« Thus shall Cambria once more flourish, « 

<* High, as e'er in times of yore ; 
<« And her sacred soil, still nourish 

** Hear'n born bards for evermore." 
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We cannot quit this place without informing 
the stranger, (if he be not already aware* of the 
circumstance) that a iSociety has been . lately 
established here, as well as in the other DJTv^ioos 
of tHe Principality, which has been dciu>injnated 
the ^* Cymmrodorion Soi^iety in Gwynedctf- and 
whose object is the preservation of Ancient 
British Literature, — Poetical, Historical, . Anti- 
quarian, Sacred, and Moral, and the ehcourage- 
ment of National Music. . The term Cymmro^ 
dorion has been adopted, (as specified by Ulc 
Members of the Committee in Powys) more 
particularly out of respect to an ancient Society 
of that name, established in London, 17^1, under 
the Patronage of his Roj^al Highness the Prince 
of Wales. An Eisteddfod, or Congress of Bards^ 
was held at Carmarthen, July 8, 181 &, under the 
sanction of Lord Dynevor,*and the Bishop of St. 
David's ; and another at Wrexham, September 
13, 1820, under the Patronage of Sir W. W. 
Wynn^. ' A similar Meeting is to take place at 
Carnarvon, sometime in the coun^e of the ensuing 
Autumn, when our greatly esteemed and highly 
respected Lord Lieutenant, Viscount Warren 
Bulkeley, it is hoped will preside. * Several 
Meetings have already been held, a Committee 
formed, and regiilations made in order to pro- 
.mote its success, and ensure a full atjtendance. 

Old Segontium occupies the summit of a hill, 
^about a quarter of a mile to the South East of 
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the present Toi^n,^ and is intersected by the 
ri>ad leading to Betbgelert; its ancient British 
.name was Caer Sallawg :* it is about 150 yards 
iji length, and 100 wide; some remains of the 
Roman Walls are still visible, (now covered with 
Ivy) particularly near the South East corner. 
Same years bade there appeared the remnant of 
a building, made with tiles, and plaistered with 
very. hard and smooth mortar; this is supposcid 
to have been part of a Hypoeaust. The mor- 
tar in all other partis is very hard, and mixed 
with much gravel, and sand. This ancient 
Station forms an oblong of very considerable ex- 
tent, seemingly from four to six Acres. Camden 
suspects that this might have been the Setanti" 
orww, Porlus of Ptolemy being willing to read 
it Segontiorumj but the i^ituatibn of the former 
is certainly at the mouth of the Bibble. He is 
most probably right, in supposing it to have 
been, in after times, named Gaer Cwstenin, or 
the Castle of Constantine; and that Hugh 
Idupu$y who certainly invaded Anglesey, in 
1098, had here a temporary post. Mathew of 
Westminster asserts, (but upon what i^uthority 
is not mentioned) that Constantius, father of 



* Carnarvon, does not owe its name to Edward I. as is icenerally 
supfMNseit ; for Qiraldus Cmmhremis mentions it in •his memorable jonrney 
withtl>e Aircbblsbop, in ilS8; and Llewelyn the Great' dates from it "a 
Qbart«r» in the year 1221 : probably the Caernarvon of those times was 
the aneicnt SeMKiiun; whose namfr the Welch had changed to< 
Caar«iii9on. •* . 
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Cdnstantine^ was interred here, and that Edward 
caused the body to be taken up, and honour-* 
ably reburied in the Church, (probably of St. 
Publicius) Mr. Rowlands in his history of 
Anglesey says, that Helen, the supposed mother 
of this reputed Saintjhad a Chapel"^ here, which^ 
he tells us, was in being in his days* Near the 
steep Bank of the Seiont, about one hundred 
yards from the end of Pool Street, and divided 
by the road leading to Clynnog and Pwllheli, are 
the ruins 0f a Roman Fort, connected, no doubt, 
with Old Segontium, and intended, as it is con- 
jectured, to protect the landing from the river.— 
On two sides the walls are pretty entire, one is 
seventy-four yards long, the other sixty-four; 
height ten feet eight inches, thickness six feet. 
A great piqvi; of the facing is taken away, which 
' discovers the peculiarity of the Roman masonry ; 
it consists of regular courses, the others have the 
stonet; disposed in zigzag fashion. Along the 
walls are three parallel lines of round holes, not 
three inches in diameter (nicely plaistered withiny 
which pass through the whole thickness. There 
are other similar holes, which are discovered in 
the end of the Wall, and some to run through it 
lengthways. There are various conjectures 



* A Well near Uie old Fort, now called Hen Waliauy bears the name* 
of thai 'Princess, and some very slight remains of Ruins, point out the 
probable situation of this old Building, not far from the banhs of the 
Seioitf to the fight of the road leadinf^ to Pont Saint. 
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respecting the use for which these were intended, 
th^ most probable is, that they were for the pur- 
pose of holding the scaffolding, which were sup-> 
ported, it is likely, by cylindrical iron bars, and 
when taken out, the air was admitted to harden 
the mortar, which was poured into the work in a 
liquid state. Near one corner, some years ago, 
the foundation of a round Tower was discovered ; 
it was pared, and in it were found the horn of a 
deer, and skeletons of some lesser animals. There 
were similar ruins on the opposite shore, and 
within these few years, in scouring the channel 
of the riv^9 large pieces of a curious old foot 
Bridge were discovered, supposed to have been 
Boman« — A gold coin, of about seventeen shil- 
lings weight, was found here, inscribed T. DIYI 
AVG FIL AVGVSTVS. And a sm>il one, of 
mixed metal, with a head, and the following ^ 
legend on one side : ANTONINVS AVG PIVS 
P P TB. P. XXII. on the other a female fi^^ure, 
leading a small animal with her right hand, and 
holding a spear in her left, and the following 
letters, SALYTI AVG COS IIII. And a stone . 
with the following Letters, continued for many 
years, in a wall near the road, about th6 centre' 
of Segontium, and which has lately disappeared, 
8 Y C supposed by some to mean, Segontium 
urbs Constantino. Cadwallon, one of the Prin- 
ces of Wales, about A. D. 620, (on account of 
Anglesey being ^nfested by the Irish and Pictish 
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Rovers') removed the British Court from Aber- 
ffraw, where it had been plaefed about 200 yean 
before, by Caswallou law hir, to Segontium. 
The Bonian road from Segontium to Dinorwig^ 
and thence to Cornovium, was visible on a part 
of Bhos Bodrual, till within these few years, 
when that part of the Common was cultivated.' 
' The Mother or Parish Church of Carnarvon, 
called Llanbeblig, is situated about one hundred 
yards beyond^or to the East-of old Segontium, and 
according to our Historians, is dedicated to St, 
Publicius, Son of Macsen Wledig, (Maximus 
the Tyrant) and his Wife Helen, Daughter of 
Endef, Duke of Cornwal. — It is said that he 
retired from the Wbrld, and took a religious 
habit. Richard II. bestowed this Church, and 
the Chapel at Carnarvon, on the Nuns of St. 
Mary's, in Chester, in consideration of their 
poverty ; arid in the recital of another Charter 
of the same Prince, it is mentioned that his 
Grandfather, Edward III. had bestowed on those 
Ifteligious, the Advowson of Llangathen, in 
Carmarthenshire ; both which oh the Dissolu- 
tiop^ were annexed to the See of Chester, and 
ri^ipain to this day, under the Patronage of the 
Bishop of that Diocese. In a recess to the North 
of the Communion Table, is an elegant Altar 
jjpmb, with the following inscription : Here lieth 
the body of William Griffith, Esq. the Son of 
|Sir William Griffith, Knight, mho died Nov. 
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28, lt587, and Margaret his Wife, Daughter of 
John Wynne ap Meredith, Esq. who built this 
Tomb, 1593.* — Their figures are in white Mar- 
Jble, lying on a mat, admirably carved ; he is in* 
armour, she has on a short quilled ruff, and 
ruffles at her wrists, in a long gown, and a sash 
around her waist, And in the Churchyard, s^me 
years ago, was the ? following, which it may be 
useful to preserve, as it is ver^ probable that a 
house in this neighbourhoodr, Cae Hold, took 
its name from this family :— »H^ere lyeth the body 
of Ellin Bold, Daughter of William Bold, Esq. 
and Wife to John Ranshcraf, of Breton, Gent, 
who died 1st day of April, 1663. And near it 
the following : Here lyeth interred the body of 
John Smyth, of Carnarypn, the elder, who died 
the 23d day of May, A. D, 1645. In. the late 
Mr. Foxwist's pew, in the said Church, on a 
brass plate, is the following inscription ; 

In quo prcB mnltis^ scribendl i^loria fnlsit, f , 
. Ricardits Foxwift, hie pedetritus adest, .' < ■ 

,M AnDUsC^hristi titas^fiiit M.D: lace p^trici 

'l>ilin1etiet'expiTanrf, vuineraqainqoe tila; ' ' ' 

.. .Cprporis atqiie tni, tfitidem pars, siditur all'ra, - 

I5uin coi^uit uno, cl^uditur in tutnulo, 
/ ' Ua^c^ue Johanna fay ^ac ;S>tcer nata Johanne; 
Paupe'ribu's iarga, jilsta, pudica ; fu7t, 

SfVeral pleasant excursions maj^ be recom- 
mctrided io t|ie Tourist, whilst resident at Car- 



• The la^ove William Griffith, of Carnarvon aud Tref-Arlhen, wa» 
descended by the Mother's aide, (as Mr. Rowlands informs its) from the 
Pilston's of thiiSjTqwn, and his Grand Daughter, Margaret^ conveyed 
this property to GrifDth Jones, of Caste]luiarch> in Lleyu ; uud his 
Dau^thter. Mat^arei marrying Sir Will jam Williams, ^of Vatuol, Haroaet, 
thai gentlenuin couseqiiently became possessed of it. 
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narvou : 1st. He may either cross the Strait by 
the Carnarvon Ferry, called Tal y Foel, and 
examine Newborough, (once the seat of our 
ancient Princes) and that part of the Anglesey 
coast, or^ engage a boat^ and sail down to Aber 
Menai ; visit the Barracks, called by the Welsh 
Y Belan, and proceed from thence to the once 
celebrated Peninsula of Llanddwyn, whicfa^ 
though in the time of Edward III. it contained 
only eight small houses, (then called Wele^,^ 
yet in the reign of Henry VHI. was one of the 
richest Prebends in the Cathedral of Bangor; 
its wealth arose not from the real fertility of the 
place, but from the superstition of the common 
people — from pilgrimages to crosses, reliques^ 
Holy wells^ ordeals, and what Mr. Rowlands 
calls ichthuomanta, or divination from Fiahes. 
—In the time of Owen Glyndwr, one Yorw^rth 
Yychan, Rector of Llanddoged, made preten* 
tions to the Offerings, arid sacrilegiously seized 
on them ; but Griffith le Yonge^ Chancellor to 
that Chieftain^ ititerfered, and by a decree of 
his^ put a stop to the invasion of the rights of 
the place : Here are still visible the ruins of the 
old Churchy dedicated to St. Dwy wen^ Daughter 
of Brychan^ one of the holy Colidei, or primitive 
Christians of Britain, who distinguished them- 
selves by living in seclusion and retirement. — 
near it are some of the remains of the prebendal 
house: — ^The first appears to have been nd 
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intilj^gtnl buildi'og ; the last is iiqted Cto the reuh 
deMeof BJchard KyiiiD/Btcfdr «f tkisfOaor, 
and Dean of fiangpr^ tefere iDentioBed. . '^ Tkl^ 
Barracks, above alluded to, wefe entted afcoiA 
^ or 40 years ago, by the hit* Lord Newfaorqugb^ 
of Olya LUfon, when he mm Colonel' of the 
Militia of this County, for the aecommodatioia 
of the men when called out oti. permanent doly. 
Some of the Inhabitants of Carnarvon are 
frequently employed in fishing, during the great- 
est part of the year, both in the Menai and 
Carnarvon Bay ; the fish principally taken are 
the following, viz. Cod, Turbot, 4Solea-, Salmon, 
Mullet, Bream, Bay, &c. all excellent in their 
kind ; Oysters are also taken on the Anglesey 
coast. There is a small Creek, or Hacbour near 
tiie point of Llanddwyn, where vessels, frequent^ 
ly put in to awaiit the return of the Tide. A red 
and a black Buoy, and also a Perch, have be^n 
placed near the entrance of Carnarvon Bar, for 
the direction of Nav^^ators. The Botanist, Natu- 
ralist, Sailor, or Sportsman, would find sufficient 
employment, and meet with considerable amuse- 
ment during a short voyage of thia description, 
as there are varieties of Shells on the sea shore, 
some scarce Plants on the rocks, and Rabbits ia 
the sand banks. The Straits of the Menar hare 
frequent]^ been the scene of muiy a bloody en* 
counter between the Welsh, Irish; Dpui^ig, ji;Q. iai4 
the reader may net prdba^ly be d]i|>le*Md wiHi 
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our introdu^inj^ heir^y a |>art of Crray\i apiritoA 
i^ersion of tiie Rev.* Evan Evans's 6raniilati6tt of 
Gwalchmai's Ode/ cekbrating the victory of 
Prince Owen Chvyneddv ever three fleets of 
Irish, Danish, and Norman Pirates, at Tal j 
Foel, nearly opposite Carnarvon^ oil* the Angfo^ 
iey Goast^ about the year 1158: ^ Ardwyreaf 
hael o hil Bodri;' Ac. 

Ovren'k praisf demands my Skmg, 
Owes •wift aifd Ow«a trtrong r- 
Faircit flower of Roderick'^ stem^— 
OwjTMdd'kihleld, Mid BrtUiB't-gwi: : > 

He nor beapi hit brooded ftoret, 

•Norooall proAMelyr]NNln;» - 

Lord of erery regal art, 
Uiqnd bandy aad«opea heart. . 

^ Aig With botti^of mighty nanfr, 

Smdroii'i three agaimt him ^ama ; 
This the force of Erin hiding, 
Side hy fide aa proDdly riding ; . 
On her shadow, long'and gay 

Iioablin plows the wal'ry way: , .^ 

There, the Norman sails afar, 

I . Catch the winds, aad^lha war V 

BliiclL and hnge along they sweep, 
t . . BortheMoftha^aayrydiapi- 



naniltlew on his native sandii; 
The fDragon son of Mona stands, 
ta glittering arms and gl^ry dresf, 
High he rears his mby crest. 
There the thnnd'rfng strokes begin, 
There thf press^ and there the din ; 
7«/ y Motffre*sl rocky shore 
Echoittf to the batUa's roar ; 
Clieck'd by iA torrent tide of blood. 



^ckwardMM^ rolls bis A^od; ... ^ .^ 

While bcra^'d the Hero's fl^t aronofd*, 
Praetiatawarriotsgnawtliagfooad: « 



^Sptciawns*«f inetat^Welahroelry^^liondon 1T84. 4to* 

- f Tlie Bad DrafMi, was the devica of CndwnUadr, whM •» llif 
dcMndants wdr^on" their banners. ' '"^ 

^Uha1MyFotl;n9Hlsn9#4W|iid&^ {. 
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HFIwf* liii f k»wi»ff «|t-Mto tarn, 

Tfioataiid banneni round bin barn ; 
;W$efelMi9H|it8biBpQrpl^fptpr^ .... 

HkHy, bMty rout is tberc ; 
. ilarklBfwUbin4|(nnnt«yc» 

Fear to atop, and shame to 11 j : 

Tft«ie €DiijAisiQliy'TeiMr'»«bikU , , . . 

Coqllict fierce, and Rnfn wild, 
. •Agony, tbat pdaUiftn^bronthy 

Despair^ and . honourable deatb. 

The nfltt^xpe^^ion we shall weec^mumwi k m 

Tkitto the Llanllyftit Slate Quarri^s^ and the 

If a^tUe ^or aa they were formerly called the 

Bahi Dealyn) Lakea, thea proceed -hy Drwsy 

C^oed^to the Betl^leH road, and return by 

Qnellyn Lake ami Bettws Village to Carnarvon* 

Part ofthitoouty particularly from the Quarries. 

to the main road, leading from Carnarvon ta 

Methgel^ty will not admit of a four-wheeled 

Orviage, and it would be difficult to taice even 

a.Grig along that portion of it. The whole of 

thm cif^utt, as before described, roand the huge 

Mynydd*mawr, {a mountain which forais so re» 

markdiile a feature in the landscape from Car^ 

■arvoil)t wiU makea dvslance probably of. about 

ose and twenty miles* Persons whe may be 

induced to extByine this intereirting part of the 

Ccmnty, would , do well to hire ponies iit Car- 

murvon, and set off after an early breakfast ; they 

would then be able ^ mtura by three or fouv 

ciidiMk*^ The first partef^the loumey, f<v two 

miles mul a half» is along the Pwllheli n;»ad ; 

sdboi^ that distance, (a few yai^s beyond a small 

hfiA§0 «he tun on Iha laftnusihe takan^alt^iN 

as 
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wards the Slate Car?t« (<>f which ttestiNiBger wili 
meet with a great Dvnkber) will be a sufficienit 
direction. It is thought necessary to mention 
these particulars, as th«re are neitb^ mile stones 
nor finger posts to point the way » and hut few of 
the country people understand the Englidi lan- 
fga^gmi. tfae<stra«lge^ w^ild tbneiatt met vjseljr 
^ e^pge a g»o6r, inleiligeiBi gtu^» >wU fOoovM 
m^ded bgr soilie-geMleaiaii resident at (GtrniarToai* 
P<»4i9ekHkt'(above and helowwlkioh (tile -Sieneri^ 
is very heautiful) is.a hridfjp.withis iurii^rt taUii 
of tb«.toiwit, and between wlncii amiiPAiit Ntf#i<) 
irddk (another brjudgbofver the .Biiret CrwyHai^ 
9,mh f«ritb6t,) there ia-mMAnor. beloagii^it 
4h<t Bishop: of Bangiir, oalledd;Csw<4lMMi«; tlM 
]frinpifta Ffe^b^ldfirs iri Ivhioh, J647y were«k» 
t»lki!!Kihg,-«s>appfiiri .hg.^e^t^utBm^'/Dn 
Wimam», iato Acthbisboii of. ¥eik^ Wi Glgmn, 
Esq. John; Botdtelli fia^i Httgh,.e.wyHn, fis^ 
John B«hins, £s<). William Spicer, fisfwltir W. 
WiUi»i>}s,Bttrt. Richard Prytheifah»>itoq<; Vmmk 
«f.I«}anfagliiB, dittos lohn .BodvKU^.fiiq. .Wm» 
f «|xit!ist, lEnq, Thonuls atynu) fiM|^ fihlgh erif<. 
£tii,.£ftq, JLichard P(y4heh:h^ Efeq. John fiiihii^; 
jSmi.; LUUiwmitiPttrish»-^WiIliaitif<tewi8t^lsf; 
Hugh Gvyan, fisqt Thmuft WlUiainak £14. mi 

; Xhcns is a pli0B,caihii^Gm^x*iMg» h IMfe-iir 
#e!&fi.iof thftiWt. incBli«QeflJiridi|ey tthiskl* 
aeh^MtiMl (fiMOntaifi td mu Wdhk PixHfi^ii^ 
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9m like £irtK*plaee of tte renbwiied Patrick, ili» 
Wmbron (Safant of the Irish ; his geoeak^ is tfail^ 
giv^n, in Bonedd y Saint, published in the Mjr^ 
vyribn Arehatology : Padric Sant ap Alfryd apr 
C^ronwy ap Gwdien ap Ddn o Waredawg yH 
Atitod/^ SJBvieral other places contend for thii 
]|oitor, such/ as Abergwaun, or Fishguard, im 
FenbMkesbir^; Ystrad Clwyd, (or Clyde's Date> 
m Sodtiand, and several places in Ireland. Thfe 
fi^dr Qarfai is the boundai^ between the two 
Gmnkiflts of IJwch andls-Gorvai^in the Hundred 
m Cdatrer of Arvon. Abottt half a mile beyond 
Pttnt Newydd^ on the right, is Dinas Dinoethny^ 
tile resideiiee of Captain Jones.— This appieara 
io faaTis been one of the principal Roman £n<> 
aii]t>|ni^nt8 in this neighbourhood, and to havo 
ht^A sereral small out^posts connected with it^ 
nimcht wai the case also with Dinas Dinlle, a 
iHoarkable tUgmutmSj or emtaenee, on the aea^ 
^Mist^ hboiit two biles fuir&er^ as well as with 
Cmdgy Dinas,.on the river Llyfni, and Dinorwig^ 
in the parish of Llanddeiniolen, before mention^ 
ei )a Hit of whieh^ toother with the subordinate 
pMiiil^ cmuMeted with them, ite shall hereafter 
ia a e t t . About a quarter of a mile beyond Dinat 
BiMoetivwy,*<m the right, is Llanwnda, a small 
Gbkrch, dedhAted to St. Gwfndaf. The Bee- 
tMial Tithes are annexed to the Headship of 
JeiusCMk^e, Oxford, and the siaall Yieatage^ 
#iM^:ia>4iicharg0d afiMl eoniolidated with the 
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Chapel of Llan Faglan, dedieated to SL B^^ltet 
litiiated near Aber meoai, ia in the Patronagi^ ^ 
Ahe Bishop of Bangor. The pppulatkm of Limit 
wada, in 18Q1, wis 826, and of Lkn Paglan W9^ 
Near a small bridge9(as befbfe-mentioned) eaUeil 
Glann y Rhyd, the Tourist will follow the left 
hand road until he arriyes within a mile of thf 
Tillage of Llanllyfni, when he will agaiataimjoiL 
tiie*left9 near a smithy, and proceed towards th» 
Slate Quarries; ami he will seen peroeivey whea^ 
he enters this little vale, that the Sceneiy hene^ 
as well as in most parts of North ;Wales^ unfoldar 
JtM beauty gradually as the iiraveUer advanoeSy 
mniil at last it displays itself in all ita geaadeiifi 
and roagnifioence. This Defile is beiindedxM 
^Ibe South and East by mountain; of eonsidbrahloi 
height and magnitttde, which aswme a.'varblp 
of shapes and characters as we proceeds i Jb wa^ 
from diis narrow vale, which is but litHa kiiowi^ 
tb strangers, that Wikon todc .^his celebistedk 
view #f finowdon, which has been s6 much aodr 
so. deservedly admired ; the situatim was pni*w 
hably near the Nantlle Lakes^where.EdiKM^Ib^ 
iti ihe summer ot ISN^ resided«for sanK.* jifayi ;^ 
mid from thence issuedjseirecal of hia fidlcts, joaom; 
dated July 17, and others the l^OA, ; and ena 
horn Carnarvon, as late as the Sttnd of QctobeR 
in the same year, which shews what attention ha^ 
paid to the establishment of goremaaiei^s in hia> 
Bew fiominiims* The plaM wluali J^^ooswpmk 
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here during ihkt tidae^ wm <$alled Biala* Dmilyiri^ 
and bad been in the p o w cMi on of the dupc^v^ 
ants of the Welfl^ Prin^es^ ever since tlie tima 
orOwen Gwynedd^ as appears from aulboritiea 
ineationed in Sir John Wynne^s History of thk 
€rwydir Family^ to ivhieh we have before 
alluded^ 

- The principal Slate Qnanries (which are near 
liiese lakes) are the Cilgwyn and HaTodla^^ 
here there is a Steam Engine^ to supply the 
place of another^ which lately fell into tht 
^uarry^ and was brdke ; they are situated in tha 
Partth'of Llandwrog^ (which we soon shaD hava 
OGcasion to notice in oar progress to Clyaog) and 
their produce is eanteyed to Camaintoa« The 
'fariiition in the size of the Slaties took plaew ^ 
about 74 years hg6 ; befi»e that time^ they were 
an* nearly- of the same dimeiisions> and rery 
ainall ; but a hkrger sorthaTtng been intreduead^ 
it became netessa^^ for the salce of distinction^ 
to give them a new name^ and being doMed-m 
lUtty «nd also in price, they were dtSMminated 
J9aiMe$y and on^ thoupand of diese ware con« 
aiderad and accounted byt^the Workmen as equal 
tH^ INTO thousanrd; the first aort ^m therefora 
#l5tingiiiBhed 'by the name of SH9%gle0.*Somm 
tkpe after^ another sort was introduced^ increase* 



* lie word Bala, with regard to a lake« seemt to cooTey tJia mauir 
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ing fltfll in lize, 8o u to douUe . tfame 'e«IM 
^hmbla^ mnd were therefore ealled DmMe dbu** 
4fe^9 and tke men.counteil every idicmtend' rf 
these as &ur thousand : afterwards a stHl lai^ger 
aort waf £Mnd necessary^ and Greneiral Warhur* 
ton, the pmprietor of the Penrhyn Estate, heioi^ 
in the country about that time, is said to hafia 
]giiran these last, the honorable naine of Cami* 
ihsses; and the fonper, viz. the double doubly 
lie denominated Ladies; since that time iwib 
Others of still greater magnitude hare \feei^ 
SMlded, which are distinguished by the names v4 
i^wheBses and Queens. The colour of these 
Slates, as well as those of Cef n Du, in the Pa^ 
dishes of Llanbeblig and Llanrag, thbugh of an 
equally gebd, if not better quality, dSfferalit^ 
itom 4hose. of Cae Braich y Cafn, or Itot. Pe^ 
nant's Quarry, the former being either of a hnAf^m 
40ast, or red tinge, -white the latter' are of a dark 
Uue. Some of the Welsh, have supposed thrt 
an^ancietit {prophecy of Merddyn ap Morrraa^ 
l^r Meiiinus Caledonii^^) received its ac^gm- 
pUsfament irhen these Qnacries wok discovered^ 
and so many men employed, viz. That the time 
twoiild come, when the rocks of CarnarvMish»e 
irould 4)e converted into bread. It is to b(0 iW^ 
gretted' that the propneton af^tfaese numeroiiP 
Slate Canaries, do not unite together, and form 
a good Iron Bail Road, or tram- way, to Carnar- 
Tdn, which though it may be attended wiih-great 
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mmp^g^i^ m th^ i^xequitipi), would eventually be 
pi|oduf|^«^ pf eoiisi4ejrable advantage to the 
adveijit^r^fsk— ^nd ^s we ai^ upon this subject^ 
wsf^.qai4iot help Jaoieuting another jcircumstatice 
l^hije}K proves a , eoosiderable dioiiopiUon of the 
bene^lta i^isifig from these soMrces of mppori 
»pid. employment to the labouriBg Poor^ tijb. thai 
so many aiocideotsy by the sudden explosions 
of C^harges of QtuiipQirder^ the falling of Stpnes^ 
rubbish, and fragments of Rpcks, &c. and break* 
ing of tQpw^ whereby many of the workpi^n are 
Isimed and mAimed, and others lose ^heir sights 
and thui^ becom? chargableto different Parishes^ 
It would be desirable theriefore^ io have a Fund 
for the relief of th^se poor sufferers; pind fo? 
this purppiie, the Proprietors^ or their Agent9> 
jqaight easily establish a Cl|i|>, or Friendly So« 
^ty, towards whi^h they should contribute 
liberally, themselves, and ^hp make si|efa a^ 
mrrangement^ that a small sum should be allot* 
t^d, either weekly or mojpthly^s ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
€ft the Laboifrerpy towards their support whe^ 
ineftpaeitated^ eitfier by casualties o(r illnessti^ 
|r^m following thf ir u«i(al ofscup^tjon ; and alsf. 
for the purpose of procuring medical advice. 

Llanllyfni, before mentipnfd, i^ a small Yil? 
l^e on the road to Cric|^§et|i^ penmorva« and 
and Tremadoc. — It is a fljs^i^rgfd Rectory, 
yalued in the King's Book? f^f 4^17 V^* 6<l. imdL 
#edicate^ to St, f^hediw^ f» Sf^nt (syiys Mr. W*^ 

f 
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OwenPughe) whose kisidi-y ii not known; he 
i» «u|[^dwd to have been buried here; and hk 
irell^ his se'ifiti the print of his Horse's foot^ and 
Hhe mark of his Thumb on a Stone^ are rtiil 
y>retended to be sliewn. Near the upper end of 
this narrow pass are some Copper Mines, where 
iM>me few workmen are employed, but the Vein 
is small, and the quantity of Ore hitherto 
obtained, though of a ;;opd qualify, has beeA 
very inconsiderable. 

The cnrioiis Visitor of fhes^ mouMiinoM dis^ 
iricts, will be induced, no doub#, before he 
descends iiito the Bethgelert road, to call at 
0irws-y.-<^oed, a mountain Farm, tiear which> in 
a small Lake, kkiown by the name of Lljfi^ y 
^warchen^ is the celebrated Floating Ishknd, 
Dieiiiioned by Giraldns, tod which he denoml-^ 
totes inMla erratica ; wba:t is dignified with tins 
ifiame of Island, is merely a consMefttble porfioa 
'Of the Turbery ground, on the side of f his small 
PodI, undermined, and torh off, and ftdheiiri^ 
together by the entangling of the Roots^ of 
i^ttch Plants as generally grow <MI B<^s and 
If orasises, Here may be found the IfympiNU^ 
lutea '& alba, or yeHow and white Water Lilf , 
K^and other Aepiatlc Platrts) whiefa are not un- 
icommfon hi most of the Lakes in the vibitiity of 
€(nowdoti. If the Traveller be so disposed, and 
the weather ^ourable, he will here hate an 
K>|>portu]ftity of attending Snowdoh, ffom the 
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Quide'ff HouM, aanr CaweUyn (QutfUyn) Id^kf^n 
from wkence there k a iQlemble Hor^ Path tU} 
within a quarter oi a mile of the apex, made for 
the purpose of briagiug down Copper Ore front 
Bwloh glaa, a gap> or opeaifig between the two 
auQiiaita of Suowdon* This atid the one along 
the side of Cwm Brwynog, in , the Parish of 
Llanberris, (which we shall hereafter more par-> 
ticularly describe) are considered the two easiest 
and safest ascents ; and along either of which^ 
any person, who is a tolerable horseman, may 
ride a Welsh Pony, as far as the spot above 
mentioned. 

We shall now conduct the Stranger td the 
Village of Llanberis, which on account of ita 
ungular aituation, at the end of a Lake, in a 
narrow Yale, nearly at the foot of 8nowdo% is 
well worth his attention. The distance from 
Carnarvon is about ten miles; the first five of 
which^ so far as a place called Cwm y Gloj 
(though rough) uneven, and greatly injured by 
the Slate Carts) will admit of a Carriage ; andi 
from thence a Boat may be engaged. Aftei; 
trav:elling about a mile and a half from Caraar* 
von, we obtain a view of the Biver Seiout^ and 
having proceeded along its banks a short way, 
Wi^ cross it, over a handsome Arch, built in 
1 769, by one Henry Parry, as appears by a stone 
in the Battlement, and where he is uuderserv-^ 

)edly denominated the modern Lngo : afterward ji 

o t 
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ire turn t6 thfe left ; on an eminence to the right; 
at a little d»tan6^e from, the road, is Llanrug,* 
a small Church, defdicated to St. Michael, ani 
formerly called Lkrnflhangel yn Rikg. Some 
years ago, the following little Sonnet was written 
on beholding this small structure^ after a few 
weeks absence : 

Oft u yoB Faae preseDti id simple fo^in^ 
That ifflall shriU Bell, that duly toils aioad ^ 
Each day of rest,— to call t be niKtic croud ; 
Von aged Yew-tree, beadiof with the storju ; 
The thoai^bt recurs— that by indulgent tiettveo. 
This humble flock, to feed with constant care» 
Their morals form, and trnths divine declare, 
To me nn worthy, has the charge been siven/ 
T^o let me still, their faithful Pastor prove, 
^ By precepts teach* and brigbt example lead 

my flock the upward road, to bliss ; and read. 

With ferVor due His word, whosd nadwItfLovel 

When thus my work is flnish'd, and my r&cc is mn, 

That Graat, Good Shepherd may prononnce *< well done ^ ' 

The extent of the Parish is about five uiiles 
in length, and* two in breadth : the number of 
Inhabited Houses in 181 1, was 158, and of In- 
habitants, 682. — It is a small Rectory, and 
valued in the Ring's Books at £S 128. 6d. 
When arrived at the foot of a Hill, the road to 
the left must be taken, which leads to Cwm y 
Glo before mentioned, consisting of a group of 
Cottages, in a snug romantic situation^ greatly 



* David Thomas, the Welsh Bard, better known by the name of Dafydd. 
iMn o firyri, b«s taken si honsr'ia this- Parish, as he intends to ^ait hiv 
present habitation in the Parish of Llandwrog, (where he has resided 
some time) about April next; We cannot omit this opportdnity-of no" 
ticinf this favoured Son of the Awen, (Muse) who is generaiiy considered. 
ds the first Welsh Bard now living^ ; and is Msotber instance of what miy^ 
be achieved by. great talents, and a strong natural genias, though unas^ 
ilste#by the advantages of edacation. 
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and deservedly admired ; and near tliem a Mnall 
Harbour, for Boats employed in fishing, and 
bringing down Slate and Copper Ore. — On tha 
top of the Hill, before ive deseend .to tlus 
place, there is a circular Rock on the left, 
strongly fortified, which was probably a subor* 
dinate post to Dinas Dinlle, Dinas Pinoeibwy, 
and Dinas Dinorwig, before mentioned, and 
which being at the entrance of this narrow pass, 
served to eommunicate any signal to Dolbadern 
Castle, which is situated on a Rock between the 
two Lakes, and from whence again, .any notice, 
or intelligence of an enemy's approach, was 
^nveyed to the upper end of the Vale, and so 
•n to Capel Curig, Dolwyddelen, &c. From 
this Rock there is a most grand and magnificent 
view, which on account of its opening suddenly 
and unexpectedly, has the effect of enchant* 
rnent. Snowdon seems to . soar in proud pre^ 
eminence, and io look down upon the surround* 
ing subject Hills with conscious superiority; 
some of which however, such as Rrlidir, Garn^ 
and Glydatr, on the left, (or North of the Vale) 
Crib Goch, and Carnedd Higgon, on the rights 
appear to rival their Majestic Lord* This grand 
scenery, — this wonderful display of the works 
of the Most High, appears again to great ad- 
vantage, as we enter the Lake from the channel 
of the River ; but before we proceed, it will be 
proper to give a short account of a very extra* 
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ordinaty parsonage; (Margaret ftreh Mttmy^ 
whm ]JT6d near this plaee, and danomimted by 
Mf PenBant^ Queen of the Lake8.-~He ehaervctf 
fiifther, tiuKt when he visited her Cottage, «ft 
PesUyn, in 1786, she was about ninety years of 
age> find says, that she was the last speciniCB o£ 
the ati^pigth and spirit of the anei^it Britiab 
Fair ; but the eorfectness of* this remark may^ 
jaatly be doubted, as tfaeae is a Female, (CaA^ 
trine Thomas) now living ^ Cwm glas, (about 
a mile above the Church of Llanberis) who ia 
by no mewRs inferior to Mr. P's Heroine, either 
in strength or agility : the following anecdote 
nlated by herself, may be imentitmed as an ia^ 
stance of her uncommon courage; some yenns 
ago, as idle was one day watching her Sheep onr 
09iie of the ^ocks near her bouse, ahe perceived 
aJSMaranger, (to all appearance a very strong,^ 
lusty man) enter in, and having remained them 
a 4fehort time, he departed; Catherine hastened^ 
b0|tte, and having examined her Cottage^ fk» 
discovered that the Stranger had stolen a Silk 
Handkerchief, and several other articles oC 
wearing Apparel ; she immediately pursued himif 
and Slaving taken in her hand the post of a small 
gnte ;er wicket, and taking a shorter path, dte 
overtook Urn near Gorphwysfs, aloMst nt the 
apper^nd of the pass, (a most lonely situation) 
and having laid hold of him vMi one hand,^ she 
shoofe hiiu« wetl^ in order to cenvinoe him cS hu^^ 
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Utmgihy and tiien fl4ruek him wiA tbe club^ m 

nther post, thart wa» in tho olher^ Mying U iho 

M«e timey Yon villain! how dare ye« eivM 

into my howie and steal my property ? she tfaeif 

took from him his Wallet, and adding, Let mo 

sM what thou hast got in this bag? then empty^ 

jng the eont^its, she took up her own property, 

m»A after gitiag him one or two more hard 

StnJkes, she chained him at his perils never to 

enter that Vale again, otherwise he w6uld not 

he aurffered to depart without a mvoh severer 

lehMtisemi^t The following is another mstaneii 

af her extraordinary strength: Sir. Jones, the 

Jlgeat tft the Copper Mi«es at Llanberls, dboilt 

eighteen years ago, wa^saperintendii^ theBad*^ 

ittg of <h*e, near the small Qimy> at the upper 

end of at^ Lake ; a^ Catherine hsppening to 

be one of the Spectators^ Mr. J. w«rnt behind 

her nuperceived> and laying hold of her, joeu<>* 

larly said^ <^ now Catherine, suppose I push you 

into the Lake ;''— presently, she akw g^it bcilmid 

ItftH^ and vthough he was a tall, sti^ong, lusty 

Airn, she laid hold of hkn under the SbAulders, 

«md h«>Mhijg: him tip nearly atarm's length, Now 

flSr^'Said she, suppose I drop you in? ThlA 

eistf^drdniary weman, who is of a very masculHie 

appdMrsnee^ and has a pretty long black beard, 

Fres in a Immfrly Gottege^ situated beyond the 

usual haunts of her ifeUow Creaturas, and with« 

Ant a Single iniMftte; and Aoagh he)r appearaaee 
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m 0O unfemimQet jret she kkhumaBe, gentle an^ 
charitable, ei^teenieu and respected in herj[iaigh<r 
hourhood. After this lung digreasjon, w«i ha^^^ 
to relate the numerous qualifieatiopiy and ub^ 
eommon exploits of her rival Amazon, ti^ hefore 
ipeotioned Margaret ferch Evan, ivho$e char^ 
acter I shall sum up in Mr. Pennant's ow^ 
words,*t— She was the greatest hunter, shooter, 
and .tislier of her tim?;.6he kept a dozen at 
lei^t, of Dogs, Terrieni, Greyhounds, and Sffin^ 
iels, all excellent in their kindi9.7-jS)ie kille4 
more Foxen in one year, tha^n all thfi. confederate 
Hunts dp in ten ;^^roweid stojutly, and waa Queen 
of the JLiake« ; — fiddled excellently, and kneif 
all our old music ;-r—di(l not peglect tl^^mechftt 
jaic arts, for ^he was a goo4 Joiner, apd padf 
Cards for dressing Wool; »nd at tk^ agQ oC 
aeventy, was the best wr^tler in the countryu 
few young men daring to try ^ fall with ber.— « 
Some years ago, she had a Maid of congenial qu^* 
lities, but Death, ^^ that mighty hunt^^r," earth* 
ed this faithful companjlon of her'sj Margaref 
was also Blacksmith, Shoemaker, Boatrbuilde^ 
and maker of Harps : — she could also mow Hay^ 
ahoe her own Horse^^ make her own Shoes, ai^4 
build her own Boats^ while she was.und^r conr 
tract to convey the Copper ore down theXiakc^ 
We must not forget, that all the n^ighboiiiing 
Bards paid their addre^sses to her, and celebrate^ 
the exploits of their 1^1ot€^ j^argarfi^ ip jpp|!| 
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Briiisfa verse ; at lengtJb 9ke gave her hand to the 
iDQit effeminate of her admirers^ (who was a 
harper) as if predetermined to maintain the su«^ 
periority which nature had bestowed on her 

About half a mile to the North of Pen y Llynn^ 
(or the lower end of the Lake) are the remains 
of LlffB Dmorddnsigy a house said to have beea 
ene of the Palaces of Prince Llewelyn ap Gruff- 
ydd ; the walls high and strongs the hall twenty- 
four yards long^ and before the house is a deep 
ditch^ over which had probably been a draw- 
bridge. Not very far from hence is a spot called 
Rhiw'r Cyrn^ or the Brow of the Horns, where 
according to ancient usage, an Officer stood and 
blew his horn, to give notice to the Household 
f f the approach of their Master, or to summon 
the Vassals to assemble on all emergent occasi- 
ons. Near this place was discovered, about 
twenty ye^rs ago^ a Stone, about Four Feet in 
length, ope in breadth, and about Six Inched 
thick^ with the following inscription, IMP Q 
TBO DECIO VS.— Persons going up the Lake 
nay be lai\ded either near the New Inn, or on 
the Meadow below Mr. Smith's Cottage, or they 
may proceed to the extremity of the^pper Pool^ 
and walk from theni^e to the Village, which is 
about a quarter of a mile distant^ and procure 
refreshment at Bobert Closs's, who keeps H:^ 
jimall Inn there ; the Landlord of this House, as 
well as Pierce Jones, who lives at the#ther I|in^ 
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kte boik very civil antf ehUgmg meft^ and wttl 
dtlief act as^ Ghiides themselves^ ef^ will pro€«i;#e 
pef sons to attetid any Oentleitie» vp Snowtfon^ 
or to any of the netghbeuring Villages: Penieii 
may also be obtomed at both these Houses: and 
thiHjpgh the aceonimodations may not be equal- 1# 
what we generally meet M^th in large Towns, and 
on Public Roads, yet the Botanist, the Mnaevat^ 
ogist> the Artist, the Angler, and i» shenrt *very 
person who h an adnrirer of Nature, and in fend 
of the w6nderfwl and sublkne, wHl contrive^ *o 
remain a few days in this roi*antie, thov^h se- 
ielnded spot. One Day nmy be well empfoyed 
In examining Mr. ISmith^'s Quarries, yr AMt IMa, 
and Clogwyn y Oigfran, and observing the m^n 
whilie at work, many of whom deseend fifteen cm* 
twenty yards, by the assistafree of two Bope^, 
(otte about their middle, and the other in their 
haiidis) to a small ledge, over a dreadful p^ct* 
piiee, where they continue engaged for many 
hours, in boring, or detaching consicferable frag- 
ments from the main Rack, and ascend agam in 
fhe Same manner.— A visit to f wll Oii, a sfu* 
pe^hdotis foeke/leneiuef or split Rock, near Llyn 
y €wn, about three miles North of the Village^ 
jsnd mentioned by Mr* Pennant, might be re- 
commended, as a very rational ami pleasing 
amusement for the second Day : thii* might afeo 
Ihclude a walk over Glydair Fawr, to examine 
the immense columnar Rocks on Glydair Bach ; 
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aiHl Botieed by the wme Crefitleman,, one of 
vfluch i$ about 2$ Feet long, and aik broad ; the 
Buiamk of this Mountnin i» eovered with gjnmf^ 
of these columnar Stones^ lying in all dtrectionsy 
ati4 in 90ine places piled one upon the other. 
From the two Glydairs' may be seen sereral 
Lakes, such as Llyn Idwal, Llyn Boohlwyd, 
and Llyn Ogweo; ai»d also the Great Irish Boad, 
leading from Bangor Perry to Capel Curig. 
From this eminence may also be surreyed 
thai most singular Mountain called Trevaen^ 
(trifurcated) which is more conical, more insu- 
lated^ and more completely detached from all 
the surrounding Hills and Rocks^ than perhaps 
any other in the Principality, and it is so steep 
on every side, that it is considered, even Jby the 
Shepherds, a Feat of great vigour, agility, and 
courage, to ascend this stupendous natural Py* 
ramid ; and there being two columnar Rocks on 
the very summit, about 8 Feet high, and nearly 
4 from each other, and overhanging a most 
frightful Precipice, and the space on the top of 
each very confined, it is thought a proof of 
noble daring, to challenge eaefa other to climb 
up, and step from one to the other ; these stones^ 
at a particular part of the Boad from Ogwen 
Pool to Capel Curig, have the appearance of 
two men, and it is jocularly related by the Pea- 
sants, that a Gentleman once stood a considerable 

time expecting them either to move ar come 

p t 
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down; The Mouiitaiiifl in this part of Carnar**^ 
vonshire, (observes Mr. Pennant) are of a stu- 
pendojis height, mostly precipitous, the tops of 
many edged with pointed Rock ; I have, from 
the depth belbw, says he, se^n the Shep- 
herds skipping from peak to peak, but the 
point of contact wa9 so small, that from thin 
distance, they seemed to my uplifted eyes, lik^ 
beings ^f another Order, floating in thf Air. 
And lastly Snowdon, will no doubt occupy one 
or two days more, in a most pleasing and agree- 
able manner. 

There are three different Routs by which 
Strangers are generally conducted up this cele- 
brated Mountain: the best, and most usual, is 
that commencing- between the New Inn and 
Dolbadarii Castle^ near the Bridge, and follow- 
ing the course of the River for about a quarter 
of a mile, and passing very near die WaterfitU 
called Caunant Mawr, then turning to the left, 
and pursuing the Copper Sleflge patli- way, along 
Hne South slope of the ridge of Hills between the 
upper vale of Llanberis and Cwm Brwynog, as 
tBLf as^ the Sheep-fold, and the Cqpper Mine at 
the upper end of Waua Cwm Brwynog; then 
tyrtting to the left^ (or North) and winding up 
tbe side of the slope or ridge, cross over till w'e 
are in view of the Llanbciris pass, above the 
Church. During the first part of our progress,, 
the view wta confined, hut here on this mountain^ 
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flat^ the prospect is extensive^ particularly to 
the North West^ where the greatest part of the 
Island of Anglesey is visibie ; and to the East^ a 
portion of Denbighshire may be seen^ between 
the mountains. We now begin to ascend Llech* 
wedd y Be^ the formidable slope above Llyn du 
yr Arddu^ or otherwise, Clogwyn Coch^ and 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu, the two precipices im« 
pending over that once black, but now green 
Pool; (from the effects of the Copper) after 
this last ascent is surmounted, the progress is 
easy, and the rise very gradual, for upwards of 
half a mile, till we join the Bettws, or Quellyn 
Copper Ore path, near Bwlch Glas gap, before 
mentioned ; from thence to the peak the distance 
is something more than a quarter of a mile, and 
the ascent easy. There was a circular wall for* 
merly on the summit, (which is not much more 
than from six to eight yards square) to shelter 
the visitors from the cold, but the Bethgelert 
Guide, named Lloyd, having collected a sum of 
money, (about five Pounds as it is supposed) from 
different Gentlemen; in order to build a small 
hut, or shed, he made use of the Stones for that 
purpose; but the miserable building which he 
erected, and which is nothing more than a heap 
of stones piled together in the form of a small 
Stack of Corn], could not have cost him more 
than twenty or thirty ShilUngs, and is on the 
fast side^ about ten yards below ihe apea^} hut 
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at preiient m of no use^ as it i^ nearly coming: 
down : — Here it is UKual for Stranger* to leave 
their names inscribed on the ruins of this small 
Building. — Small stones are frequently fouiMi 
near this spot, bearing the impression of diffid- 
ent Shells. From this elevated situatian may be 
sec^, in clear weather, the Wicklow Hills, on 
the West ; the Isle of Man, and the Cumberland 
and Westmoreland Mountains, on the North and 
North East ; and a part of South Wales to the 
South West : The best time for such a view are 
the months of June and July, when it will be 
necessary to be on the Mountain before Sun-rise, 
as mists and fogs generally collect soon after. — 
It would not however, be advisable for persons 
of a tender habit, or delicate coustitution, to 
attempt such an arduous undertaking, particu- 
larly in the night : at the same time it may be 
safely asserted, that no person who is equal to 
the task, will ever have occasion to regret having 
ascended Snowdon, even in cloudy weather; 
particularly if the Sun should occasionally ap- 
pear, as in this aerial region the scenery and the 
tiews are perpetually shifting and changing ; and 
many have been known to prefer, a partially 
cloudy or misty, to a hot sultry day, (though 
tolerably clear) for such an excursion. We shall 
here beg leave to introduce some extracts from a 
Letter received by a young Lady, in which her 
JPriend gives a very lively and interesting des-* 
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er^ton af tlte pleasure sbe enjoyed on a rkit to 
Sno^doo, in such weatber hb that abore dmcrib^ 
«d: *^ My dear Friend,— I considered ttrfself 
ptrticttlarly unfortunate in not findiag^ yoii at 
faocne, durif^ my visit to Narth Wales ; espeey> 
ally as I remained so long in your ioinediate 
aaigbiKmrfaooxi. Perhaps you may recollect teh 
Ung tue, with what (I must confess) I iben 
thaaght a prej4idiced affeetion for your aatiiva 
ftceuery ; ' tbat no season or weatber^ could de^ 
priTe Snowdon of its poweini of amazing, and 
delightfaig.' The troth of yoar remark forced 
itself into my mind, during two successiTa dayS| 
on whieh I ascended its lofty summit. Tka 
aeco«nts of those two days, and the light ia 
which my Eaglish feelings regarded yoor CSann* 
try scea^Si, wiM, I trust, not be uninteresliiig* 
Tbe morning desdned far onr first attemfrt^ waft 
ushered in by one of those intense fogs, which 
porfeYKi a siiltry day ; the late leam^ed, worthy, 
aad maeh respected Counsellor Daxicay, /WM 
One of the party, and several Ladies and Cren« 
trleaaen : 1 despair of conveying to yoUi« nuind^ 
any idea of the high- wroug^ expe^tiitiani^ with 
which 1 commenced the ascent of tAlis King t^f 
Hills, and never were expectationa more fully 
answered. The variety, the constant sacteessioni 
of nmgnrfieent scenes, that gradually opeaed to 
our view, are absolutely indiscribable. You may 
conceive a ffroup, (for we found other parties on 
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the flummit) of apparently aerial beings, stand* 
iiig on an elerated peak, litterally abore the« 
clouds; for the glorious source of day, shed his 
Beams upon our heads^ while our feet were en* 
veloped in mist. ^Picture to yourself the Sea^ 
when agitated by a storm, suddenly arrested bjr 
an intense Frost, for such was, absolutely, the 
appearance, the congregated mists and clouds^ 
lepresented to our astonished and enraptured 
eyes. In the course of about ten minutes, or a 
quarter of an hour, this irregular surface of 
wares began to break up and separate ; and like 
an immense Army^.sent advanced guards^ and 
columns in different directions. The commotioq^ 
at the first breaking up, and the regular move- 
ments afterwards, were grand and magnificent 
beyond description. After these advanced guards 
(which were generally fleecy, transparent clouds^ 
with fringes and festoons hanging in diflerent 
fantastic shapes, and reflected Beams of the Sun^ 
throwing, golden tints upon their edges) came 
the main Army. Presently through the mis^ 
several huge Mountains reared their Leviathan 
backs, and immense projections, appearing like 
w many capes and promontaries, stretching out 
into an endless Ocean ; while other rocks assum* 
ed the appenranoe of small conical Islands, iis 
this resplendent abyss* In a short time, these 
advancing Armies regularly encamped, or bQt>au^ 
aek^4 for the night:i in the the different passes^^ 
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and excavations of the mountains ; this was not 
all^ for as we descended^^ while these beautifully 
transparent mists were quietly at rest, some hun* 
dreds of yards below us, we suddenly beheld 
huge gigantic shadows, thrown athwart the im- 
mense abyss. This was about five in the even- 
ing, for with a reluctance similar to that of our 
great progenitors, in leaving Paradise, we lin- 
gered on the summit some hours. We stopped 
and gazed, our sticks and umbrellas were con- 
verted, by the reflection, into Goliah of Gath's 
tremendous club or weaver's beam ; — we began 
to brandish these weapons, and to our great 
amusement and astonishment, our lengthened 
bulky shadows gently imitated our different 
movements. At length we tore ourselves from 
these graiHl and sublime scenes, and arrived by 
the dusk of the evening at the pleasant little Inn 
of Llanberris. Having been so much delighted 
the first, I was easily induced (undeterred by heat 
and fatigue) to join a party of friends, who were 
going up the following day ; — about half way, 
we had a fine distant view of Anglesey, with the 
indentures formed in its coast by the Sea; a 
thick mist overtook us, and shut the fairy scene 
from our eyes, — We reached the summit com- 
pletely enveloped in clouds, which gradually 
opening, the Elyssian Vale of Nanthwynant burst 
upon the«ight ; the clouds soon covered it again) 
butwe.were amply compensated by a view of an 

a 
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extensive tract of Sea and Land, terminated by 
the faintly marked outline of South Wale^.--^ 
Soon another opening presented the rotoiantie 
region of Capel Curig, which with the yariety 
of Lakes that appeared on every side, with the 
Sun shining upon many of them, afforded a most 
enchanting coup de ceiL — At this moment the 
attention of the party was most forcibly arrested 
by the appearance of our shadows reflected upon 
the mists, (but not so lengthened as the day be-* 
fore, as it was earlier in the afternoon} sand 
encircled by three Rainbows of the most vivid 
and distinct colours. — ^The effect was beyond 
description. It was then that the thought of 
the great Creator of all these wonders rushed 
upon the mind* What an awfu!^ incomprehen* 
sible Being must He be, who with one word, 
formed these grand and magnificent scenes, and 
at whose nod, they sh^ll crumble into dust \ 

Theie are thy f lorious works ! Parent of piod^ 

Almighty; thine this vniyenal flrane. 

Thus woDdrootf fair ; Thyself bow woadvoiie then ! 

Parties generally take cold meat with them, 
and a bottle either of Wine, or Spirits, and dine 
at the Spring or Well near the side of the 
Quellyn Copper p»th, about two hundred yards 
below Bwlch Glas gap, where the Copper Ore 
Bin is situated. 

Wyddfa, (pronounced Withva) is the Welsh 
name of Snowdon ; and it is sometimes, though 
improperly, called Eryri, which appears to have 
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been the general appellation in former days^ of 
the whole rangje of mountains from Conway to 
Clyaog ; Twp different derivations are generally 
gitea of the word Eryri, one is Eryr^ an Eagle ; 
jaod the other Eira, or Eiri, Snow ; which is the 
jgiost earreet we will not pretend to determine^ 
hut it appears that the person who originally 
translated the .word, considered the latter to be 
ihe genuine etymology. The distance from 
Dolbadern Castle ^ llie summit, may be about 
^ix mile^ ; two to the Turbary flat in Waun Cwm 
;Brwyn0g, two to Clogwyn Coch Copper mine, 
^nd two from thenee to the top. There are two 
joth^r ro«i^ from the Village, which ought not 
:to be attempted except by active young men ; 
one up the steep declivity just above the Chtirch, 
and theother through Hafn (pronounced Haven) 
Mawr, near the Old Bridge, (Bont Vawr). The 
height of Snowdon, above High* water mark at 
Carnarvon, is 3^91 Feet. 

Llanberis, in the Cpmmot of Isgorfai, and 
Hundred, of Arfon^ is a svoali Bectory , discharged 
•from pay ii^. tenths, and valued in the King's 
Books at £4 18s. 9d. Patron, the Bishop of 
tBangof ; Church, dedicated to St. Peris. Th(& 
msmber of inhabited Houses in the Parish, in 
1811, was 86 ; and the resident Population 43$. 
-Peris, to whom the Church is dedicated, is sta- 
ted in our Welsh MSS. (Bonedd y Saint) to 
have been a Cardinal from B<ftme| who together 
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with Padarn, (Patenitnus) another Welsh Sfttiii 
of congenial habits anil disposition^ it is proba* 
ble^ withdrew from the world to this tecluded 
spot, as a place well adapted, according to the 
custom and mistaken ideas of thdse dark ages, 
for religious retirement and devotion : Peris fix- 
ed upon the upper Vale, which is still called 
Nant Peris ; and Padern chose the lower, dis« 
tinguished in Leland's time by the name of Nant 
Padarn ; as the properest situation for the erec« 
tion of their respective cells. — Eglwys Padarn, 
(the ruins of which many persons now living 
recollect to have seen) was situated on a meadow^ 
near the lower Lake, called Llyn Padarn, oa 
the left of the road in going from the Inn to the 
old Castle. Cad van, another religious devotee, 
came from Armorica into Wales about the same 
time, and became Abbot of Bardsey. The up« 
per Lake is about a mile in length, and a quar-* 
ter wide, and is said to be twenty Fathoms deep- 
plirticularly near a place called Diphwys : — and 
the lower Lake* called Llyn Padarn, i» about 
three miles in length, and upwards of half a 
mile broad; both the Pools abound in Trout, 
and Char ; Salmon are also' frequently taken in 
them. Not far from the Church is theSaiet^j^ 
Well, where a large Trout has for ages be^tiesi- 
hibited to Strangers ; his appearance is constder* 
ed a fortumite omen, and his non-appearaiice 
ibe contrary ; the present fish is about 20 or 3D 
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yemfu old ; the wonderful Paes, and two Grom*^ 
leeh'89 about two miles above the Churchy are 
well worth examining. — Some hopes are enter- 
tained^ that the beauties of this little Yale, will 
in time be accessible to strangers, by the opening 
of a good Carriage Boad this way to Capel Curig. 
An Old Woman, many years ago, is said to have 
made use of the hollow, under one of the before 
mentioned Cromlechs, (or fragments of Rocks) 
as her dairy, during the Summer months. The 
distance from the Village to Capel Curig, is 
about 8 miles; and to Bethgelert, through Nant- 
hwynant, 11 or 12. The upper end of the Pass, 
is called Gorphwysva, or the Resting Place* 
There are three other Lakes in the . Parish, be« 
sides those already mentioned, viz. Llynn Cwm 
Dwihwch, in which there are very fine flavored 
trout, and on which a small boat is kept for the 
use of anglers, by Pierce Jones, the lunkeepen 
This pool is the source of the river Hwch, llow^ 
ing near the Castle.— Llyn y Cwn,to the Nbrth, 
and Llyn Cwm Ffynnon, to the^N. £. of the 
village ; in the former are some aquatic plants^ 
particularly the Lobellia Dqrtmakna — Sdbu* 
jLARiA Aquatica-^Isobtbs Lacx^stris; and TwU 
I>u, below it, is the habitat of numerous and rar# 
plants : a great variety may also be discovered 
on and about AUt wen, above Mr. Smith's Cot- 
tage, between the two Lakes, as well as on 
Clogwyn Du'r Arddu, at the upper end of Wauq 
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Cwm Bnryni^, and on Clogwyn y GarneU^ 
sphich it Ae tremeadouft praeipjce innediaiely 
«io4tr Snovdoi^ to tlie Nortk The old Copper 
M inofl^ (Shafts, Ler^k, Ac.) near the S. £» end 
nl the upper Lake, also claim a vistt, particularly 
£rom erery Mineralogist and Geologist. At 
seme 4i8taiice below Llynn Du'r Arddu, nearly 
at the upper end of Waun Cwm Brwynog, may 
be observed a huge black Stone, or frogment of 
a Bock, called Y Maen Du yn yr Arddu ; no* 
der or upon which, according to the popular 
auperstttioo, if a person sleep a night, he will 
awake either a Poet or a Madman. The Giai«- 
let Rock, near Pwllheli, -the Studwall, (or St. 
-Tudwal,) Islands, — the Promontory of Lleyn, 
^or Lai^anum Promontorium) — ^and Bardsey 
Ii^nd, at its e^ctremity, may be clearly' seen 
from Snowdon ; as well as Cadair Idris Moon* 
4aia, near Dolgelley, in Merionethshire, and 
F'linltmmon in Montgomeryshire. 

The old Tower, or Castle, called Dolbadem, 
mast at one time have been considerably lai^r, 
» the remains of other Towers, Walls, and 
Buildings are still visible. — ^It is supposed to 
have b^n erected about the beginning of the 
f leventh Century, or perhaps earlier, by one of 
the Welsh* Princes, for the defence of this 



^ A eo^Jeetnre, |wrlly feandled on trndittoOy attribiitM ike •re«UoB4if 
this fortress to P«darii Beiarjddi tou of Hwii l w wo. ore ioformed bt 
Hr. PeanmC. ^ 
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stroiig Pbsg^ «nd to be tkstd ooeiMimiaHy Mr m 
buDting^ and fishing wnut ; for it m mantioiied w 
the Welsh Histbriedy or Cbrotoicleft^ conmderldb]^ 
earlier than Edward the 1st. and there are iomtt 
Welsh Poetas atill extant, which were add^esked 
to Owen Goch (Bufas) during the time of his 
ttnprifionment in this Fortress by his Brother 
Llewelyn ap Griffith, last Prinae of Wales, of 
ihe British line, which was from the yMr it64L 
to 1277, being 23 years : The following is a part 
of an Ode, (Awdl) composed by Howel Voei 
a^ Grillti a|^ Pwyll Gwyddel, lamenting the 
confinement of that Prince : ^ 

Dqw mawr amerawdwr dyniadon^ 
DiUwBff dy walch, terwyn-walch tlriols 
Dewr Owain, dea-rtidd liw ffioa» 
Bnr-goch B&r, Uachar, llawch Dcoii, ^c« 

^^ Great God, the supreme Governor of the 
World, release from captivity, the mild, the 
brave, the Lion-hearted Owen ; with the ruddj 
Cheeks, and his bright-gleanyng steel Lance, 
tinged with the blood of his enemies ; the de- 
fender of all those who come to seek his pro* 
tection ; — he never dismissed the injured sup- 
pliant unredressed, — therelieverof the oppressed 
— ^the generous distributor of costly gifts. The 
Earth appears desolate, since he has been in 
confinement^— the hopes of hi8 dependants are 
fled, and grief and disappointment will convey 
his friends and adherents to the gloomy mansiona^ 
of the dead. — Daring, enterprizing, successful^ 
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conquering General ! He disdained to hoard up 
useless treasures.— ^He was the Idol and Delight 
of his Countrymen," &c. See the remainder in 
the Myvyrian Archaiology already mentioned. 
Another Poem^ by the same Bard^ begins thus : 

Gwr lydd yn j twr ys bir wMti, 
GwreMdy Teyriieidd> Teyrn-walch Ri| 
Crwr a'm dotbyw» f wall o^ f olliy^o tfw 
Gwreidd-liw/ a i^ly w ei i^lodfori^ isc. 

The following attempt at a versification of the 
commencement, though, very far inferior to the 
original, uiay, nevertheless, give the English 
reader some idea of the strength and spirit of the 
composition : 

Id yonder Tower my darling Owen groans, 
Oppressed with grief, I bear bit piteons moans ; 
Ah wrefebed Prince ! within tboee walls confin'd, 
A Brother's victim— tbns to death coosign'd ; 
What nionrnfal sounds, were to my ears convey 'dj, 
^ ' A» late dejected, o'er these rocks 1 stray'd ; 

Brave Owen's name shall dwell npon my tongue 
His matchless deeds, shall by the muse be song 
From ancient Princes, we his Lineage trace, 
And valiant Chiefs, adorn his noble race ; 
No more his gates receiye the cronded throng, 
His guests no longer hear the minstrel's song : 
In war distingnish'd by his broken shield. 
Like valiant Rodri,* he disdain'd to yield : 
Shame that a Prince, should thus in bondage pine, 
Whose acts, if free, wonld Rhnn'sf fam'd deeds outshine 
These lands ne^er saw the Saxon's are and sword. 
Till he knew durance vile from Snowdon's Lord, 4et. 

The reader is referred for the remainder to the 
|>ublication before mentioned. 

Bishop Godfrey Goodmau, purchased a Farm 
(Ty Du) in this Parish^ where he resided during 
the greatest part of the usurpation of Oliver 

• Rhodri Mawr, the son of Merfyn Vrych, Prince of Wales, A. D. 
943.— t Rhnn ap llaelgwn, A. D. S8S. 
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iDromw^lL He was a naliVe of Ruthin, and left 
4hM Farm and Co^d Mawr, towards the main- 
tenance of the poor of hts natite parish. He died 
•Bishop of Gloucester, and made a most siligular 
Will, printed in York's fiteAoj^al Tribes;' About 
37 years ago, a remarkably stroilg man> (Poulk 
Jones) lived at Ty Du ; many wonderful things 
«re rels'ted of him,sucfh as his carrying the largest 
«nd of a piece of timber, while it required thre^ 
men to support the oth^r ;-^hi» holding a )3ull> 
with one hand, by the hbrns ; — ^carrying a year^ 
iiinrgheifei'y that was unwell, home fi^om the fields 
-^throwing a Denbighshire Chaln^itAi, whd hfad 
heard of his streiigth, and was comig over; either 
t«>'fight or wrestle with him, over a iVall'from a 
field^into the road ; and he is satd to hav^ -lifted 
ti strong Inan, who insulted - him^ at Obrhaiyori^ 
tiverthe battlements of the Bridge,' a^ijd to hav^ 
held him over the "water, until he had submitted 
to itiake an apology^ for having sd attacked him 
with^out any prbvocatiof)i» Maily perisotis now 
living recollect this man ; he irasl ft^^l'son* of 
sober, peaceable habit s,- and' much b^kived and 
respec^ed^by all his rieighbodrs. ' - 

*he Rev. Evan Evans, alias 'Prydydd Hlr, 
Author of Dissertatio de Bbrdis/ Specimens of 
Ancient British' or Welsh toetry ; llie Love of 
our €6ufttry, 2 Vols, of Welsh Sernions, 8vd. Ac. 
waiCufirte pf Llanberis in the year 1771. He 
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Weli|kM83. M had imccm «be libiariMof 

nost 9f tl]e;gi»itlemea of NcntUi Wftie% purtiettp 

Iwiy .to ibe Yalu«ble ^aUMikms of fi^. W. W. 

^ywe^.purt. ^thojpKMBt *g«n«teiiifiiiVi falhfr, 

«i^ frf m wlv>m Jbe . reeaived a Pennwi of JfUfk. 

rper AtiBiNB, mhkh w4mi afterwards 'mtlidliawii), 

^yom of -Qeipgwrt, near ^olgeUey, (QAoiMaitb, 

iDieftr CoBWiay^ aad Flas Gq[yii|i,'JP. Paii(oii\i^ Cw|. 

Ang^esejr. Ifr. Svaps ?i:p^ bMn pkt Qj aliikirdr^i; 

near AberjTflwitliyitiCar^igfOlsiiir^ wat eduonted 

at Uie Ctramikar 8ch(Ha of Ysiigiid Meirig^ in 4l|e 

WL«|e Cou9^i jiHi^f^ tbe eeletifM^d Mr. Sicbaida, 

mwif years qwrter of 4i«t StehooL He skew^ 

ani^atly a^aehiMaiit to <^ Webb Muf^apid w#a 

MontnpliiQed kj Mr. Lewia Ikfeori^r ^he.€|«i(>M» 

An^iqwv^vaad Bard, who ooiieuvc4 a very fa- 

vor«|bte ffiiMiio^ of Ilia abilitiea, from^iuaiaooliliji 

juvofiile aofwi^pQskiDaij.ia ki» natfv^ )(|,ng«|ge.~ 

9ln l^vaos w^V of Her^ CoU^o, OxtoiM f be 

i» wid to b^ve clit^d in great distress and po¥««ty» 

at tib.0 p^co of b^si i^ativity^ Ai%iwit, 1789, in tbe 

figth y^ar of b^ cige. Tbei inhabHantt^ of IMn^ 

beris still sbew a pooLin die rliler irbtfTO be we4 

to bathe. Tbe bite Rev, H. l/frm^ama, #f ¥w>n, 

mear Bala, Mr* l^onqant^f cwwfeiibmf in biA Weteh 

Tonr, 0on^{)|Med tbe foltoMiii^ Ibic^ to bi« me- 

niory^ wbkh maiy not be unaec<fptable to^ imut 

Mader«> partieularly at tbe prasent period^ wbep 

the love of Welsh Literature seems to be reviving i 
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And TiewM, afar, oJdllona'i flaod ;— 

And all tJ|e gloriom prospect ronnd. 

But tMH ai^ «ffy i4*» 9^ 
Vor Snowdon'i farof ite Bard it dead ;— 

And read thy trne eulof^inni hart; 

]i«%ili^F*Mir<, tMatrM!»»tlMa«r* - - 

That Mole Eryri'i pride away : 

Hot to! where aeatti by IMM^f agi*^ 

fill Tliionary form rlidei by, 

Pal*, irhaiftly pale^bat baOaw eheak^^ - 

Tliat fraoUc look da^i ipore tb^ii fpeali;^ ^ . 

And telle a tale m foil of woe, 

Mr boiom aweUf , ny cyM ofe^w :*- 

Tft want and %b doipafr a prey. 

He pia'd,.aad sic^'d hiaapal i^wi^ t 

Cni^ratefnl conntrymea, yon# pHar, 

Vonr jfeifi^iWrind ImU and «ed ! 

Whilif Ig^norance and v fee are ibd, 

AaU Wit aadOenioadMop theif heailf 

Shall fawning Sycopbanti be paid' 

For fltftteriflf fMriaf whlH tbMi a»l laid. 

On thy lick bed, the mountain* heath, 

W«tti4K ttaikiw wppoaaH <lf 9oprtlk, 

Beneath inboepitable ikiee, 

WiAbiMl alUniA ID eloMthlM cyM 9 . 

Thni, ihall the chief of Bardi expire f 

ThaMarfMloCtke BfMlililfyHl 

And ihall thy haplese reliqnei rot, 

Unwept, nnhaUowed, and forgot f 

No, while one gratefnl Ifnee ren|aini| 

And Mfy dweHi on Camhri^^a plauM^^ 

Thy BMurvifnl itory shall be told, 

Asd wept till Time Itielf grows old, 

E. WJLLUMB, of Vron, near Balar-ITM, 



About theyei^r 180*^ Jokn Ckm> mo of Robert 
CloBs, the Innkeeper st Lkinberia, a little boy 
about seven yearn of age, was persuadecl to go 
and reside wi& bis grandmotber^ at Caeau 
gwynion, in NaAt y Bettws, not far from Quellyn 
Fool, and his motber bavii^ come to see him^ 
the lore of bone revired ia bis memory, and the 
t bongiito ef aaeiag bis btfotbera aqd sistere beeame 

sa pomrfoly that be reseired te^fiakiw bisiadtber 

g '■ ■ >■ I .■■. . ■■■. ■ I . j i ■ I I -■ ■ , „ , i ■ " " 

t|tWMrap<^tkiithaBardkadperishtd0Bth« CgrdlfaBihiftt H4t|t 
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to Llanberm, unknciirnbotbto herandhtsgrand-^ 
mother ; he therefore pursued her up the mmiii-» 
tain at some distance : it was in the winter time, 
late in the evening, and it b^an to snmr, he lost 
his. way, and after wandering some time, he pe- 
rished on the mqufltain* His mother, (though 
she once fancied she heard a "child crying) thought 
he was at his grandmother's, and the old woman 
concluded he was gone home with his mother, 
thus both being deceived, it was some time before 
it was known that he hn^ followed bis mother on 
that fatal evening ; after two or three days pain- 
ful search, (numbers of the neighbours having 
collected together) his body was found at the 
v^rge of a precipice^ near the top of Moel Aelia. 
The following lines were composed on that me« 
lAncholy occadon : 

A Ineklen lad, oo< winter's day, 
Unknown to Granny^ ran away, 
Nor longer at ber boose would stay 
Witboat hit mother. 

Unknowing that her child portn'd, 
^ The gathering fetorm, unmoT'd , the riew'd. 
The thoughts of home her strength reniew'd ;— - 



With fasbler steps, aad fainter cry, H 

Alarm'd, be sees the dark'ning sky, 
Yet stiU be hop'd that she was nigh, 

And sobb'd my mother. 

Bark was the night, the snow descends, 
If ear A^lia's top bis life be ende. 
As home his weary way he beads,' 

NiNT longer cries ny oMitber \ 

.Some of our readers may probably be pleased 
apd amused with the following extracts from Le* 
land, respecting Llanberis and its neighbourhood ; ~ 
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'' jymie D^lbateme^ 3 imle» in length, and &di^: 
BNMitive : mile iH breadth ; YallU Monaahus^ 
alkuiKanl^Manaeh^cKr Fefm, istbeu^per Valley, 
in whkhJa Linae l^erii^, a mUq in length, aad ai 
diatbalf'ia breadih* — ^Sai^mt (Seioiijt) cqweth- 
firat; through Llyoii , Peris, aiid a bow shot off, 
rawiethinto Llyn Padarn ; t^re kbut a meadow 
Mid bridge between th^i«e two pools. — In tbeWf 
two,pooles be itedde belly fl&be^, called thorr 
gQogh (Tor gooh) id ;est, tbori aut pectoris rubri. { 
Thefe be also' some of th^e in. Lione Tarddynni, 
(Cawellyn) and in Linne 3ala deulyno, (Llan-. 
Uyfni Lakes) ^ , they be taljieq in these threa 
pooles in order^ and taken in one and 9ot seen, 
in the other ; Linne Doytbock nothii^g^so big as . 
Linne Peris: these three, Linne Perifi^ Linne ^ 
Pa darn, and Linne Doythock, are. all in the. 
Parish of Llanberis, and the lowest Lake is five^ 
miles £, 8, E. from Carnarvom, and lie in vallies^ 
W. N. W. from Llanberis. Bala Deulyun is in 
Hugh GurTai(Uwch Gorfai) Hundred, and sin. 
miles (nine miles) beyond Carnarvon ; the others, 
via. Linne Peris, Linne Dolpateme, Liuna 
Doythock, and Linne Tarddynni, are in the Com* 
mot of Is Gorvaij finfra Gwyrvai) and all the 
great Withaw* Hill is wholly in this Commot ; 
this hill is all in the Parish of Peris^ and is a 



• Reft w« hm the teiUnonir of Leland, that ITffd^a ii Snowd^n, and . 
Creigiau Ryri Rocks were the JPorest of Snowdon, which comprehended 
Ufarly t]^ Whole County* 
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Hr^ nilt» U tke «^. DkiltatorM 
CuAe> <Hi a foek^ hetwbti tim Liime»; tliM#Mii 
i|«t ft piece <>f a Tower, where Owea Oen^ki' 
(Geeb> broAer to Lly vrelyn, ImI Prinees wae hi 
prisen; it is in If Qwtfm GeiMiet. Dolbadem 
aftyeMlesftromOMiiwTee,byfi.aB. kaid bj^ 
Liniie Pterifl ; S egmM (Sekml) ml lieartf miy^ 
ritetb tfi Lime Dolhateitte. TUi Poel is AfM 
qiiles ift length, and in tonie pkees %qiil» hfoail»« 
and' in iMvefte pkcee lem jand leai } H Uelh hy. 
in^ithaw Hill, (Snoivden) and is dietaet S milee 
from CarnarTon, tewarde fikE.~-The hei^f Weed 
df CarnUfvenehire ie by Olynn Cledab^ in 1|i» 
Parish of Dolwyddelen, and by Gfynn U^g^n 
and by Gapel Cnrig, and at Llan|ieris, — ^aH 
€>teiffmu?r ByrI is PoMst. Merely- geed woo^ 
aboulf Genway Abbey, and Penmaehna, nod 
abont Coetnofe, and doel Park, hy Bangor, aB# 
other placed; in Lleynand BiTionydd ia liMle 
wood. CamarTOttdiire, about the shore, hath 
reasonable good com, about a mile up^ward- 
from the shore nnifk CarnafTon, — then more 
tfpward be Eryri Hills, and in'tiieni isTer^rlitHe* 
corn, except oats in some places, and a little^ 
barley, but scantly rye, if there were Ae Deer 
would destroy it ; but in Lleyn and Bifionydd « 
good corn, both by i^ore, and alsMst through 
upland. Syr Gul. 6rtflSN;h hath a fiiyr House at 
Penrynn, two miles on this side Bangor ;^ IfViQi^ 
vab William^ dwelleth at a plaee cKHed e^oeh^' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



viUaa^ A 'ttUe m AisviUe BMQn; WtUiMi 
Goeteoro, <li*i|Uetb«t CoelitoM^ bf Tal ft^nui 

▼•jb M«dMk -ivb Po«l, -dwaUedi in Ueeb, «t 
JBodv«t ; John W^BM, vab MerwdiA, 4treil«tk 
•t <Cliiffe4«r> a two how AaUwkvw Lktinrat, on 
«h» Ripe^Bank) of the OotnQr Biver; Bm Tab 
If onto) at Gleaaaaaa, ia Pemaorra >Pamii, ia 
CaavotHiBioaelh (Biftti^dd)." 

ahottld the otiangtr aot ht tfkpaied to aecon^ 
]M»y an in oUr Xaar touail tfie PtaHontory df 
Ut^jin, a«d to dM Idaad of Bankay, <<«faieh, by 
tih»<b}«e, «• hdpe 4o «aad«v both iotaKMtbif and 
9mmmif), hb feMqr prooaeA fitam C«nuii*r<ni ta 
BHfcgeloi** aad ftim tiMaaa, idong'the ica coaat, 
to Varaioalb, h^ TieaMdac and fiarleeh^ or, 
froiaPaat Abotglatlya to Tan y Bwidh, Ifaaa* 
tanaf, TmmfyujMf atti so by Dol y Malynllyiij 
aad'tfaa Gain and lfaa>dAi«h Waterfidb to Oal' 
gaUby. Tfaa diitaaar fitooi Gavawntoa to <Attii4 
griait M dbottt la milea : treprooatdaf theiMI, 
h9»>LhlnhBbUiP» (tho Pa#iab ChunA) tfani4nnc» 
Bowt^ITaUi^ Bvidga, about faatf a mile beyoiiit 
#hich, oa the Itk, » CMangwnaa, the haautlfel 
wad Mii^adaftiffad d»at «tf Theons Lloyd, Maq* 
itaadkig-oa a, Am» mnki0KO, hetweeatax* therat 
«»rthe mcafera extreaiiiy of the Pavurik of Lhn»* 
nag ; tbia phee, in pojat of mtuatlon,. ponnaMs 
aifliiy natural advaatagetf^ and alt the impr(r««- 
IMaato-eahibil evident tokens of a jivdioiomniindv 
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«iimI cultivated taste, M it contlfros^ within ifi^owfl 
innitsy all the requisites to form » fitie landicape^ 
arid lias on one side an extensive (^a proi^edt^ 
lyn the other^ a range of majestic mountains ; 
upon the whole, this is generally consld^tred^aa 
one of the sweetest and lovliest Yillas in'lhitf 
part of the Principality. On the rights about 
theaaae distance' from *the road, is Fenrbds, a 
large, handsome hpuae, lately built by ihs pnyf 
prkior, H. R* Williams, Esq;'? itcomnnii^s a 
fine mw of Ae' Castle, the M^nai?, CamafiPM 
Bay, and the aurrailndfoig Scenery. AlidattbtM 
miles .fiirilier^ wie approach the bciautifal littfe 
irale^f^Bettwg GariiM, w^temi b^ ^(ke iffff^ 
jGrwyrfa^ the soiirce>«yf whinhrds^at Hie ibste'^T 
3Dowdon, and after •runmn@ttik>ii^*'QuelIyii 
Lake* and under Pont Newycld Bvidjgb,kem|^i0i) 
jiwlf into the Menai^ mt Abiermenai; (hi thus 
right/ Mynydd^mawr forms a stiihing^' featdrev 
its top ;k smooth, but its front is forixied into'an 
imauenae prastpice, rertiring inwaids' in a^amt-' 
ctraukHT shape, i Modi AeHa, onthe'left^tia^no^ 
ther mountain of a'stitpeiidotts bulic,. mostir^u^ 
la^ly rounded, and.ofa beautiftil' neisdaire^f tMis 
pasi was defended, on ine side,' i^iCkbtellGid^lw^ 
a fff^t rock at the foot of MyajMd mavr, Amn 
l»efly fortified, and oh the other by a small itorl, 
the remainsof which are still visible^ nqar iVoflaan 
Bs«itws is a perpetual Curai^; .the Churcbia 
very, small, and is dedicated to St. Germanm^ 
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knd: tbe Parish coiisists only of s!^ or sdven tbiie*: 
ment^ ; the com tithe Erelong to die family of 
6lyii Lilfon ; il is'idtlie patirotaageof tlie Bishop/ 
Ahoui Uklf a lailebeydnil Beltwi, near a small^ 
Aill, M6liii Cef rig y Rhyd, commonly cnUed 
Nani? MtU; iida mod^ beaiitiful cascade^ and it 
imalt Arch; without any EttttfenTents, formings' 
a very (Singular app^raince^ of which there is a 
view^ ito'Mr. Penilant'rTouir,repre8entiugaper^ 
i^n on h^rs^back, gtting hoDbie oVer thfar little 
Rridge, with: a load /rom the irilltV On the left^ 
is Niink Hall, one of the seats of STf^R. Williams; 
Bart. MenJber for this County.-- The present 
lord Yiscchibt Bulkeley is a- dSescendatift (by the 
tnotlter's side) of the BWlancl's o^ tfafs house.- 
BDofn after' passing Na'nt, the Yale expands with* 
ti migtiiftc^nt vii^w of Snbwddb^^traVel along the' 
ii^h of Llyn CaweUyn; paissthe Snowdon guide V 
house; ahd pibdeed to the junclibh^ 6f the Drws ' 
f Coed roM, ne^ a sridall Bridge, about a quarter 
of a mile beyond Quellyn Lake, and A>qii after 
arrtveitf View of Llynn Cader^ a small round 
poot on the right, respecting which the* Welsh 
people reliertea /idiculbua^le,that a gentlemanV* 
bouuds, in iiirmer dkys, starfed, ob a rock near 
this Lake, a strange kind of an animal (Aur 
Fry^hyn) with tufi^ of hair shining like gold; 
neatiy approadfaing, ac<^ordihg to th^ir repre- 
sentation, to a species of Buflalb, and thiat h6 ' 
i?9td purlued for some time and kilied> near a ' 
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place called Nant y He, and that he bellowed 
so loud when t^ken that the rocks rent. After 
travelling about two miles^ we begin to descend 
towards Bethgelert, and observe^ on the rights 
Moel Hebog> a lofty conical Hill, which Lord 
Lyttleton ascended from Brynkir, when he made 
the Tour of North Wales. Bethgelert is a neat 
little village, in a romantic situation, between 
high mountains ; here is a good Inn, surrounded 
iijrith thriving plantations, built about eighteen 
years ago, by Thomas Jones, Esq. of Bryn Tirion, 
before mentioned* The Church is small, and 
has been Conventual, belonging to a Priory.of 
AugustineSy and dedicated to St. Mary. There 
is reason to suppose, says Mr. Pennant, they 
might have been of that class which was called 
Qilber tines, and consisted of both men and wo- 
ipen, who lived under the same roof, but strictly 
separated from each other by a wall ; th^ cause 
of his suspicion is a meadow, near the Churchy 
called Dol y Lleian, the Nun's meadow^ Beth- 
gelert is supposed to be the most, ancient foun- 
datioain.the Country, except Bardsey. Tanner 
ascribes it to our last Prince, but it must have 
been long before his days, there being a recital 
of a Charter, for certain Lands ' bestowed on it, 
by Llewelyn the Great, w];io be^an his reign in 
] 194. It was favored > i^ the same manner, by 
other succeeding Prii^es ; David ap Llewelyn 
bgstowed on it some Lauds in Pennant Gwern- 
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ogan, belonging to Tudor ap Madoc^ to whicli 
the Prince had no right ; this occasioned a suit 
between the sons of Tudor and Philippe Prior of 
the House^ before William de Grandison^ and 
R. de Stanedbn, at Caernarvon^ when a verdict 
was giveii against the Convent. The Prior had 
for his support the Grange of Llecheiddior^ in 
Eifionydd, and part of a mill ; the Grange of 
Fentidillt^ and Village of Gwehelyn ; the Grange 
of Tre'r Beirdd in Anglesey, one Plough Land^ 
and d certain share of the bees. The esteem 
which ihene insects were held in by the Ancient 
Britons, on piceount of their producing the nee- 
tareous Mead, was so great, that they considered 
them as created in Paradise, that when they 
quitted it on the fall of man, they were blessed 
by God himself, find therefore no Mass ought to 
be celebrated but by the light of their wax, as 
we read in the laws of Howel Dda. The Prior 
had^ besides^ an allowance of fifty cows and 
twenty-two sheep ; the expenees of the house 
must have been considerable, for it was on the 
great road from England and South Wales to 
North Wales, and from Ireland to {Ingland, Iq 
order to enable this plUce to keep up its usual ho8<? 
pitality, after it had suffered in 1283, by a casual 
fire, Edward 1st most munificently repaired all 
the damajges ; and Bishop Anian, about the year 
1286^ for the encouragement of other benefactors, 
remitted to all such who truly repented of their 

8 8 
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/Anfifjqfty dayn of aj^y pen^inf^ wf^icifid op ^m* 
|n 1535 ,it iras Jbt^utoi?^ |iy ^^i^ry yill. xm ihe 
y^^bfcjey of CIier4|sey,ipi$prr^y, aud jin 1437, it w^^ 
given, wHh tJbe^lBui^, m ^ ^pffff(tensuce to tbi0; 
of JSi^^m, ip Berjk^jln^* Qn the dissolu^lont tbj^ 
jCing^jpif^ ^ the Jim^^y pf ti^e J^odpehj all tlie 
LaD(^s in .Carnar? qni^e, Tvhjch l^lopged .to t^if 
Priory, aijida^ those jn Aiig^^sey, ^ th^ of i^e 
' ^Piyddf rchs, excepting tbp Tp^^^^ip pf Tjre'f 
Beirdd. The ^y^nmsti pf Bethge^e^ yfere 
yalued, jby, Dugdajp, at ^yenty Foi^pfls^ Tbrjsf^ 
jShillings and £ight-pen(ce ; by §fpee|d, a^ Sif |ty- 
pine Founds, Jliree SbilMi^s, aii/d pligbt-pen^e^ 
|Sd ward Conway is inen tipneji afi lust Prpor ; Them 
are jno req^aips at pr^sei^Jt pf ^)ie ppnyent. — Ma 
Pennant ha4 in ^if ppss^ssi9ri a dr^if ing pf ^ 
Seal of the Priory, dated 15;|1 ; oii i<; 5ros th« 
jBgure of the Virgin and child, but np ,p#r^ of th^ 
Legend except PIBTfll^iB;^^. f ^^Ji^ Puron, 
a Bard of the 15th Centary, ip a f^oepi, (t^p pur- , 
port of ^hich is to solicit Dayifl ilffi Prior t^ 
bestow a fine b^y horse, thep ip )xm pp.s9pssion» 
on Johp Wynne, pf Gwydir, jBsq^) ei^tpls |iiui pa 
account of his grea^ learning f^j^d l)|i>p}rfdity.— r 
ij^epce we, pre led ^o suppq^ thjilt ^^f ^^nk w;^. 
Tery opuleqt, apd a ppppjajr cl^il^9^r in hm 
tiipe. The grpuqd on i^}^ j^^tV m4^ ^f t^^, 
Chproti, pepii|9 tp bavp l>een 1^ ^ppt, si^ys ]^n. 
y^illiapAS, late of f^l^ndegai, Jp his "PilwserYl^r 
tipps cffi thp Snpwdon MpK9MiQ/' ^hei^p f»tp<K}/ 
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^baU^iog? ir^iph the Monks for^rl^ ixAat^ 

bilerfy ai|d we mjr 4iKover two or tl^ree arehe^ 

fipois, now olof^d up on that iide of the Church, 

through which ]th^9e religious pemoiis pi^ab|y 

fintet^dj ^hl&p they went io fjieir devotions; 

^here is l^kj^F^^ tm ancieuit M^nsioQ Ijlouse, 

l^ear the Chwrebf whieh prpbfibly wss the hahir 

I^Bttion of t^. Prior. In this house was shewn^ 

foifiie years ago, an old peif ter mug, whiph will 

<!9ntain two quarts, w niore, and was called the 

Bethgelert Pint,.and any person who jCo|t|d grasp 

it in one hand, and dripk upjtheconteiits, (which 

was ale) at qne draught, was entitled to the 

liquor, gratUy and the tepaqt W4s to cfi^rge thft 

TSLlue af It to the Lord of the Manor, ^% parf 

payment of his rent. At Bethgelert Me burie4 

two eniinei|t Bards, ^hys Goch Eryri, and Qa- 

fyfl4 I^anipor ; the former died ftbput the year 

1420^ and it may be ii|ferred, from his writings^ 

(mi|ny of which are still extapt) that he lived to 

tile great age pf 12Q. He wi^s a man of propert^^ 

and lived at Hafod Garegog, situated beyond 

Pont'AbergVislyn, on the road to Tan y Bwlch> 

and consequently in the County of Merioneth, 

Ihougfa within the limite of this Pariah. The^ 

latter remded at Namnor^ which is also a district 

of thifi Pariidi, on the same side of the rirer. He 

died ah^t A. D. 1460, and appears tahave been 

a peraoti of some consequence ; they were hoth 

learned men, (oensidering the age they lived in> 

as their compositions abundantly testify. 
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To the N. E. of the vilhige, is the entrance infa 
the beautiful little Vale of Nant Gwynant, which, 
though narrow at firsts expands and unfolds its 
beauties, as the traveller advances ; this vallej 
may be considered, however, as consisting of tw^ 
portions or divisions, separated by a narrow de<« 
file ; at the upper end of the lower vale is Llynn 
Dinas Emrys, and just above it, commanding a 
delightful view of that Lake, the River, the 
Woods, Mountains, &c. and particularly of 
Snowdon, is Plfts Gwynant,the romantic Summer 
residence of D. Vaudrey, Esq. Just below this 
small Lake, and nearly in the centre of the Yale, 
appears the famous Dinas Emrys, which is a huge 
insulated rock, clothed with wood, and precipi-* 
tons on three sides ; on the summit is a large 
area, but no remains of a Castle. On the acces^ 
ible side are three ramparts of stone, within which 
is the ruin of a small stone building, about ten 
yards long, the walls without any mortar; This 
place is from early times celebrated in British 
story^ for here 

Prephetie Merlin iat| when to the Britiflb Kin|^, 
The Chanel l«ng tocome^ antpicionsly he toid. 

The legend is thus told : when Yortigern found 
himself unable to contend with the treacherous 
Saxons, whom he had, in the year 440, invited 
into Britain, he determined, by the advice of his 
Magicians, on building an impregnable fortress 
in 8nowdon» He collected the materials, wfaick 
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all disappeared in one night. — The t^rince^ as^ 
tonished at this, convened again his wise men^ 
who assured him his building would never standi 
unless it was sprinkled with the blood of a child^ 
born without the help of a father; the Realm 
was ransacked, — at length, one of his emissaries 
overheard some boys at play reproach another,, 
and call him an unbegotten knave. The child 
and his mother were brought before the King, — 
ihe confessed he was the ojQTspring of an Incubus. 
The boy, whose name was Merlin, was ordered 
tp be sacrificed, but on confounding all the Ma- 
gicians, with his questions, and explaining the 
eause of the miscarriage, got his liberty, ajid 

To that mighty King, who rashly andertook 
A itronit WAll'd ToW«r to rear, thoM eartkly ipiriti thai ihook 
The great foundation itill, in Dragon'* horrid shape 
That dreaming wifezard told, making the mountain gape 
With hit most powerful charms, to Tiew those cav«rn« deep 
And from th6 top of Britk, so high and wondrons steep. 
Where Dinas Emrysjtoody shewed where the serpent fonght, 
^bie white that tore the red, firom whence the Prophet wrought 
Tlie Britons sad decay, then shortly to ensue. 

IThe above is Drayton's translation of the le**^ 
gexkd, in his' Polj^olbion. Merlin, or Merddin 
Kmrys, or Ambrosius, was in fact the son of a' 
iioble Roman of the same name ; his mother, a 
vestal, to save her life and honor, invented the 
fable of his father, which was swallowed by the 
•redulity of the times* Merlin, or Myrddin, was 
an able Mathematician and Astronomer, and 
deeply read in all the learning of his age. The 
vulgar, as usual, ascribed all he did to the art of 
wsigic, and his discovery, that Vortigera had 
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bigan to found hm CastOe bh a Al^oi'a^, ii^aB iift-' 
Htedikteljr sahllohav^ C^en attended wil^ most 
pdrfefiiotoscifcintti^iiceii; nitmbenfof Propli^ 
^ies wer^ attributed to him« the repetition of 
#hith is i^d to' hhte be!^n forbidden^ by the 
Coilndf of Trent; Itoweter, since it isceitain' 
that Vort^gem^ after his ihi^d;anes, retired to^ 
the Suotrdoit WXk^ ^nd died not very remote 
from them; it k possible he might have selected 
Jhis for fiiK strdng hold) as it ii admirailMy adapted 
for that porpose, and nearly fills the litreigfat 6/ 
the valley, and SfeHin Ambrositis might have' 
given to it the name of Emris. A pklce close by,' 
6tyledCel(y Dewiniaid, or the Cell of the Di- 
vinenf, allusive to the Magicians of Yortigern's 
Court; iir another circumsfanoe Whiteh favors the' 
history of this celebrated supposed Prophet^ and 
Aot ait a^ giteat distance, are some large stones, 
vhic^ are teXkei Beddau'r Devdntaid^^e Tombs 
«f the llagicianii; There is a tradition also, that 
Within thiisro6k &e^re is * Cave, the mouth of 
iHhieh is noW sho# up, iih^re Merddin concealed' 
Mn)e tahiable avtieletf, particularly a golderit"^ 
^faalr, leM; lliey AkoulA falL into the enemy V 
Ittnds. The upper Lake iicaHed £#ly^ <Srwynant/ 
~-t!he dtttanlce between the two k something 
tisore than n^niile, and near life M^ad arfe Mine' 
Beautiful thriving j^lantatidns, beJbngiMgfo the 
Rev. H. Wynne Jones, attd Mr. Yaudrey^ bef6rr 
iteationed; On the SoUt^side of the¥ppef 
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Lake^ are the ruins of a small Chapel; called 
Capel Nan^hwynen^ and it would be a great eon- 
venienee to the inhab^anfs if it w«re re-built, as 
the distance frdm hetiee to Bethgelert is between 
three and four miles. There is a tradition that 
Madog, the son of Prince Owen Gwynedd, re- 
sided near this spot, for some time before he left 
his Country, and set sail for America, and that 
he frequented this small Chapel, of which he is 
supposed to have been the founder. Mr. Pen- 
nant p^bnouTiees this to be the most beautiful 
Yale in Snowdonia, being guarded on each side 
by vast Mountains, such as Crib Ddu, or part of 
Mynydd Nanmor ; the Aran, on the West, Lliw*^ 
edd to the North ; Dduallt and Wenallt, being 
about five miles in extent, from its upper extre- 
mity to the Village of Bethgelert, — and varied 
with Woods, lakes, rivers, meadows^ waterfalls^ 
and rocks of the most fantastic and picturesque 
appearance. The distanc^e from Bethgelert to 
Capel Curig is twelve miles, the latter part of 
which is over an uninteresting mountain moor, or 
flat ; it improves a little, however^ within a few 
miles of the last mentioned place, when we ar- 
rive in view of the t^o LakeiS, called Llyniau 
Mymbir. From Capel Curig to Bettws y Coed, 
br Bettws wyrioii Iddon, is five milei^, &l<>ng the 
iiew Irish Road.. About half way between thesef 
two places is the celebrated Cataract, Rhaiadr y 
Ivennol, where the River Llugwy falls, with a 
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tremendous roar^ over some steep lofty rocks, 
into a deep black chasm, concealed by large oak, 
and dark oVer^hanging woods. Considerable 
remains of a large Roman building were disco- 
Tered, some years ago, near this spot, on the 
Estate of the Duke of Ancaster, at a place called 
Bryn y Gefeiliau. " I distinctly traced," says 
Mr. iiysbns, ^* the walls of one room, the dimen- 
sions of which were 60 feet by 20.'^ This neigh-* 
bourfaood is supposed to have been much fre- 
quented by the Romans, on account of its Slate 
Quarries, and valuable Lead and Copper Mtiies, 
and it is conjectured that the Roman Road, from 
Pen y stryt, and Tommen y Mur, in the Parish 
of Trawsfynydd, passed this way to Conotinm^ 
(Caer Rhun), as it has been distinctly traced by 
the Church of Dolydd Helen,Cwm Pennan'inaen, 
Pennant, Hafodty Ddl Camman, Llechwedd 
Byehan, Foel Fras, and above Hafod Yspytty, 
&c. — Capel Cdrig is in the Parish of Llandegai, 
and was a Chapel of ease to that Church and 
Llanllechid, but is now served with Dolydd 
Helen ; it is dedicated to a reputed saint of the 
name of Curig, respecting whom, and some other 
begging Friars, these Welsh lines were written : 

TTn o bonynt, a ddyglii 
Ourig Lwyd, dan gwr ei glbg ^ 
Gwas arall, a ddng^ Seiriol^ 
A naw o gawt yn •! gol. 

A certain Friar, to iaerease his ttore 
Beneath his clnak, grey Curig's Image boiv; 
And, to protect good folks iW>m nightly h«rm. 
Another sells St. Seiriol as a charm^ 
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It mny reasonably be supposed that St. Curig 
resided for some time in this sequestered spot^ as 
we find many persons of eminence^ in the fifth 
and sixth Centuries, to have fled from the borders 
of Scotland, and other parts of Great Britain, to 
the Mountains of Wales, to avoid the Saxon 
sword. Any person who may be desirous of 
yisiting the old British Castle of Dolydd Helen, 
may take a guide from Capel Curig, and cross 
over near the foot of that high mountain, Moel 
Siabod, often conspicuous from most distant 
places. . This fortress is situated on a high rock, 
precipitous on one side and insulated ; it consists 
of two square Towers, one forty feet by twenty^ 
five, the other thirty one by twenty ; each had 
formerly three floors. This was founded by one 
of our Welsh Princes, but we are ignorant of its 
origin. — lorwerth Drwyn dwn (or with the broken 
nose) made this place his residence, and here is 
said to have been born his son Llewelyn ti^e 
Great, who began his reign in the time of 
Bichard the first. Meredydd ap levan, before 
mentioned, and who was brought up at Crug, 
near Carnarvon, and who was an ancestor of the 
Wynne's of Gwydir, in the reign of Henry VII, 
purchased the Lease of this Castle, and the In- 
closures belonging to it, from the Executors of 
Sir Ralph Berkenet, it having been excepted 
among the places granted by Bichard IH. and 
resumed by his successor. Before that time^ 
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Howel ap Evan ap RhysGethin, a noted outlaw^ 
resided here. As soon as it came into the pos- 
session of Meredydd, he removed from his habi- 
tation in Eifionydd, (a hundred in the County) 
to this Castle, giving this excellent reason : ^^ I 
had rather fight with outlaws and thieves, than 
^ith my own blood and kindred. If I live in 
my own house in Eiiionydd, I must either kill 
Iny own kinsmen, or be killed by them.'' The 
feuds among the principal gentlemen inEvionedd 
occasioned perpetual murders, and Nant-Conwy 
was filled with banditti. This gentleman soon 
reformed the Country ; he established colonies 
of the most tall and able men he could procure, 
till at last they amounted to seven score tall bow* 
men, every one arrayed in a jacket or armolet 
coat, a good steel cap, a short sword and dagger, 
together with his bow and arrows ; loany of them 
also had horses, and chasing slaves, which were 
iready to answer the cry on all occasions. He 
founded the strong house of Pen nan'maen, a 
mile distant from the Castle. He removed the 
Church, which before lay in a thicket, to a more 
open place, by way oiF security ; for he never 
dared to quit his house, without leaving in it a 
strong guard, and another of twenty tall Archers 
to attend him, whenever he went to Church, be- 
sides a watchman, on a rock called Carreg y Big, 
to give notice of the approach of the banditti.—:; 
He ended his usefullife in 1626, and left behind 
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him twenty-three legitimate, and three natural 
children. — The Church had been an impropria* 
tion of the Abbejp of Beddgelert ; it is yery small^ 
and has in it a monument commemorating such 
of the family as were buried in it. After pro- 
ceeding so far, many persons may feel inclined 
to visit Llanrwst, the rout to which we have be- 
fore described, not only on account of its cele- 
brated Bridge, built by Inigo Jones, but in order 
to visit the ancient Monuments within the Gwydir 
Chapel, of which a most correct and beautiful 
view has lately been given to the public, by Mr. 
H. Hughes, of Llan Saint Ffraid, Glann Conwy, 
who is now publishing the Beauties of Cambria, 
and, as a native artist of genius and merit, de- 
serves the countenance and support of every 
friend to his country. 

We shall now return to the Village of Beth- 
gelert, and proceed from thence to the celebrated 
Pont Aberglaslyn, by some called (though very 
improperly) the DeviPs Bridge,* about a mile 
distant ; the first part of the road is through some 
thriving plantations, afterwards ajong the Banks 
of the River, when in a short time the mountains 
approach so close, as to leave only room for the 
furious torrent to roll over it$ stony bed, above 
which is a narrow road, formed with incredible 
labour, impending over the water ; the scenery 

* The Devil's Bridge it near Hafod, ia Cardiganshire, twelve milei fra'a 
4)»ery9twith« 
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is the most mugnifipent that can be ifnuguied : 
the mountainfi rise to very uncommon height, 
9nd oppose to ub nothing but a broken series of 
precipices, one above the other, as high as the 
eye can reach^ Here is very little appearance of 
vegetation, yet there are small patches here and 
there, sufficient to tempt the poor gocit to its de- 
struction, for it will sometimes Je^p down to an 
alluring tuft of vecdure, where, without possibi-r 
lity of return, it must remain to perish, after it 
has finished the dear-bought repast. The Bridge 
terminates the pass, apd consists of a single Arch 
over a deep chasm, and supported on each side 
by a projecting rock,-~^above is a small catarapt/ ' 
where the traveller at times may have much 
amusement, in observing the Salmon, jn great 
numbers, make their effoi[ts to surmount the 
heights. Here had been a Royal weir, in the 
Beign of Henry lY. which was then rented by 
Hobert ap Meredydd. It probably belonged, ia 
old times, to our natural Princes, for it seems tQ 
have been a most valuable privilege, as we read 
that young Prince Elphin was endowed with one 
by his Boyal Father ; and the celebrated Bard 
Taliesjn, wrote a Poem to console him on his dis- 
appointment in finding one morning an empty 
weir, which probably in those times W4S ¥<;ry 
seldom the case : 

Elpfain de;, taw ath wylo 

Na cbabled neb yr eiddo 

Ni wna iei drwg obeitiuo> 4;c. 
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Blffliiii, fair as toteate mom, 
Cease o lovely youth to monra> ike. 

8e€ Ffn9Mii<'j t*«iir. 

Not far from thin Bridge is shewn a stone^ by 
the road side, called Bhys Goch o Eryri's ehair^ 
where it is said he used to sit and compose hii 
Poems ; and not far from Meillionen, in this Pa^^ 
rish, was discovered in 1784, a curious Sfaie^d^ 
supposed to be British. There is an excellent 
road from Pont Aberglaslyn to Tremadoc, along 
the Western Bahks of the Glaslyn, the distance 
about five miles; as also over the Bridge to 
Tan y Bwlch and Festiniog, which is about seven 
or eight. 

We shall now return once more to Carnarvon, 
and proceed nearly along the Sea Coast, round 
the Promontory of Weyn. — We .have already 
conducted the stranger as far as the small Bridge 
(Pont Afon Rhyd), where the road branches off 
for Llanllyfni ; having proceeded about a mile 
further, observe on the right Mount Hazel, the 
seat of the Hev. Glynne Bodvel Lewis, and be- 
tween if and the sea Llandwrog Church, where 
thiere are several handsome Monuments, to the 
memory of the Wynne's of Glynn Llivon, parti- 
cularly that of Sir John Wynn, (grandfather of 
the present Lord Newborough,) who built that 
house, which is now much neglected, and greatly 
out of repair, owing to the minority of the pro^* 
prietor. Glynn is on the left of the road, and 
near the little river Llifon, issuing from the Cil* 
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gwyn Mountains. Cilmin Droed-ddu, or Kilmiri 
with the black footj xyne of the fifteen tribes of 
North Wales, and nephew to Merfryn Prych, 
Prince of Wales, slain 841, was the founder of 
this family, and is said to have had his residence 
near this spot ; they bear, in allusion to the namef 
of their Ancester, a man's leg coupe a la cuissej 
sable : he is said to have injured his leg in some 
dangerous encounter, and that it became dis- 
coloured, and that he continued lame in conse- 
quence of this unfortunate circumstance. Glynn 
Llifon came into possession of the late Sir John 
Wynn, by the marriage of his father, Thoma* 
Wynn, Esq. of Boduan, in Lleyn, with Frances, 
second daughter to John Glynn, Esq. of Glynn 
Llifoii. — The Glynnsof Lleiar,and Flas Newydd^ 
near Glynn Llifon, were branches of this family ^ 
the latter afterwards became the property of the 
Owens of Bodowen, in Anglesey. The principal 
Roman encampment, in this neighbourhood, is 
Dinas Dinlle^ situated upon the verge of the 
Irish Channel, and almost in the centre of Car- 
narvon Bay ; the Western part of it is washed by 
all the higher tides, and it is not more than ten 
or fifteen yards above the sea at any other time j 
it not only commands the Bay itself^ its Creeki 
and Harbours, but has aho a boundless prospect 
towards the Main Ocean, or Irish Channel^ an-> 
ciently called Mare Vergivium, and in Welsh^ 
M6r Werydd, insomuch that d6 Vessel aan pass 
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to the Sduthward, without bein^ observed by 
those who keep a good look out at«iheir statkin. 
The following Roman and British Posts and 
Encampmentii^ beiiig not Air distabt frtfm the 
road) may be conveniently visited by the curiomt 
Touristy as he proceeds on his jouraey. — Miixy 
«f ihem appear to have bebn dut-postd add ap- 
pendages to the principal Dmas% and to have 
,faad a regular connection and cOmmuilicatioii 
with Segantinm : 

L DiiiasDfnbMiwy^iiekr Pont VeWydA.himttkerMiknaii 
•f Cfaiptain Jones.--LeDgtb, 180 paces; Breadlfa, 60; Sontti 
side slope, 20 ; North ditto, 30: 

2. Hen OasteU; 6n the bhM>k Catrog, half a mile fonth of 
the above, and iii the Parish of LlanWnda.— Length, 40 
paces ; Breadth 30. 

3. Diiias Sfrd|r; ^^ Fiiinog, iiek( Cbllffyn, iii Llandnrrog. 
— Length, 70 paces ; Breadth, 30. , 

4. Dinas y Prif, hbt fat distant from the last, a Sqaare 
Fort, 50 yards by 50. 

^ 5, Craig y Ddinas^ a coiisiderable, Fortification, on the 
Rivef Llyfnl, a little to the N. W. of L]eiar,->Lehgtb, from 
'/Hi to &i ISOyuds; JCHtlb from E. to W. 90yiirds; Slope of 
the Inner Rampart, on ihe North side, 10 yai^s ;, Ditto of the 
i)ater ditto, 8 yards ; Slope on the Sooth side, 40 yards. 
. 6; Caet Ffridd, a Ston^ Fort, near Ffirwd Tftgybmog, not 
jfar tlrdm Glynn. 

7. Bwianj a fortified eminence, iiekr the same place: 
. 8, Brynn y Oors6ddaa« an eminenee Where there are some 
DrUidjcal Remains. 

9. Cariiedd Angharad, a Oriite in Olynn Park; North o^ 
thbhoosei .. 

10. Bedd Gtwennen,another Grave^near Ffrwd Ysgy famog. 

1 1. Bettws Girbnrhyw, the rains bf ati old tVtmily Chapel; 
helonging :to GlyM. 

12. Marian Gwilym Ddd, on Tyddyn Tddar Land, the 
ruinis of thb Uabiiatfdn of the old Bard 6f that name. 

V 13. Talwrn y? Arch, on Bodaden. Land, and behind t^t 
house, on Rhos Tryfan Common, were visible, some years ago/ 
i^vmi df'tacbed ttarts of an bid Roman Roadf. » 

r 
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OM^iiifife tki}tt lO/if» Atrm p€ imM $ the mki^ 
A^tit fiopiilAtiM^in ISOly wul174lu TkisChnfeh 
is dddh»t<id toJBt. Tirtog ; it ka BaGtorgr^iii the 
l^artpdnag^ «f l^e Bisiiop, and. ia Tttliic4' i* Ae 
iikig'9 SMt» 4 4il« 11»* tfiiir.TT-EUnas Umlle m 
i« «ltU PiftBii, the RiRlDMiaoail Cmhi wJiuih«» 
'S^igootium^ k ««eiiiiniiiqnly i^tettsthig) ai it i» 
*CMifed cbiBAj' oincp a flat mmmk, ofioe a nomit, 
and broken only in one part by a ritar5 the ibid 
i&wm whiirh ia at thia day ttUad iiAyrf y Pmigatrij 
but Rhyd y Bquestri,^ wliich is meiiti^nQd by 
Mr. Bawiandfiyinhifl History 4if Angles^, w now 
scarcely known.^— Many Romaii Coin3 hnve been 
dis€6rierkd here^ partinul^rty thofl» i^ tha Em- 
perors QAf.Ll|;MU8^ Tfitl^lC'^S 8^N|0»,T]BTBICtSa 

Cjesar, Carausics^ and ALEcxaa. 

After passing Glynn, w^ ^tass tli^ t-lMbii, aiMJl 
abimltwo^milasldrther ikeLl^rlai^arapidStraamy 
flowing o<it pf Uyoji B(aolJe,4nd soon afterwardi^ 
arriire mt GLtranao, a neat plee^atit Village^ 
beautifMUy aiiiuajted on i^ pMx^, near the Sea shore. 
Tkare is a vary haadsatte venatmbie iaoking old 
Cbwob, wiiich b«s gr^ait^y th? appearance ofk 
Cathedral; it is built in form of a cross: the 
lengthy froi» ]£^$itto West, is about one hundired 
and thirty-eight feet, and from Nor4ii to Soirtfay 
iseventy^ jSfear thip Altflir ^re three ^^ftt $tflilH 
dtVidiad by ptUarss^ppiarting Oothia Arelias> the 
lieats of the officiatijaa Prwstj^;-r-th* Mo^uiOientll 
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^re <«)i iittAftrQiis, /^re in 000 j^owe^ef to WjUU 

lit* Qlyum ^0 Lleiar^ wlith hi» 4gur€, ii«d t^ffsf^ 

•f Jill wile, ami seveli qhlUdreyi^ tDttlier t4:h|« 

wd itt law Geetge Twfal?lta>. M^v of 4y^ J3<fr^ 

rakr, in Yoitokite, flbfd |i| ri|^ ^f Ilis wife ^f 

Ll4iiU* $ be i^ gi^t^t^ly a^pposefl tp lie this fii^]^^ 

irtik €Hdo$igl Twi«l0t0n^ who m^as an aq^ive 4%er 

uuiat Gromwj^l^ a«4 iQ«k ti^ ga|tEMAt,gfir; io^ 

Owm^ef Gleiiean0yj|i|iiiimer*---iAl^u>i«g tott^g 

Chu^dt, is th9 ChaiHil of 8t 9e«aQi Mie paf^ 

Aa^etoit jaaAarrow vftqlt, c^^v^refl "^Hh IVige 

flatialotieg, tndof fitr gntaterantiqiiity tban cHhat 

Cbuidb. or Chapel, whifsh fif^^m aei^ly coeval, 

The raaitor triU »ot be di^^ased to ^Qe tha fo)^ 

lowiag exttnac^t firote (^li|)# oreflpi^tiag thia T9^ 

jjfemble old Fiibri9k.:Tr^'^Clttmi«cJ^ Yawr, yij 

A^Voft^ it) the Cotoi^ot of Uweh.^vryay? ift « 

greiit Pftrnfa^ liod tba AtiKe$t£b|}|^h ^» «k^l Caer-. 

narvpiKihireiand ii^ hMtak' thiui Baa^rtis I4 iniley 

(leyond it^and al>aii44iheM4)^ diNbVJMO^ {# that to wf 

frarii the ihore*-— GhMiiQiQk Yawr. ym» »m^ ^^ » 

HaMustery of. Whit^. ^ilka» ftt^iiess^d vfkwj 

y«AmiagK^ but the origin^ af tbte )j(oiiaf tery i^Wf 

by St.iBeuQo^ df who^ meati^^ JB oiadQ ;ii St^ 

Wbiifftde'fl Life* .' The White Monks were of a 

])a#efer loandiMtion* , Qmyih^t^ uncle to Qne of 

the PHmeft of Horth W«bWr;Wi|s the ;fi)«t girf^ 

t>fCbiiiilQ)ekYillageto4|4lu|e <n 9eiiow. Jhf 

Caukroh that is now tbwe» with cvms JBles,^ is al<- 

tDoat .as;big as St. David^ but it n» of a meyf 

V t 
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work; the old Chureb, where St. Benow Itetb,- 
iM hard by the new." The Chapel was probably 
built after lielaad had visrted the place^ inutile 
room of the oldrCburch, which might hare fliUea 
to ruin. In the middle of the Cbiapel was the 
tomb of the Saint, plain and altltr shaped, but 
it was in a great measure demolished^, about 20 
years ago,- when some workmen were* employed 
by the late Lord Newborapgh) to dig in wmreb 
of the Saiilfs bones. Votarieswere wontto have 
great ftiilh in^ him,' and did not doubt but that 
by mean's of a night's lodging on his tomb, a 
cure would be found for all diseases; it iv^oiis* 
tomary to corer it with rushes, and ieare on it 
till morning sidk children, after making them 
first undergo ablution, in the neighbouring holy 
well. St. Beuno, afte^ he had assumed the Md^ 
nastic habit, founded a Convent here in 616.-- 
Gadran, King of North Walesi^ wa» his great 
Patron, and promised him miiefa Land ; his^n, 
Cadwalion, perform^^d tfaepfoitiise, and received 
irom th<& Saint a golden Sceptre, w^rth Sixty 
Cows ; thp land was afterwards claimed, in'ber 
half of a little infant, and his title proved g^ad» 
^the King refuses either to give other Land in 
lieu, or to resignthe present, Beuno cuni^dhim 
and went away, btft was appeased by Gwrddeiat^ 
first cousin fo the King^ whp overtook him^ and 
gave the Tow|i of Celynnog, for ever, tb God 
if^nd St Beuno, for bis soul's sal^e, and thfit of 
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the^ imioked Clad wallon. Long after his tiiDe5 tbe 
CarmiKUtes^ or White Monks, had here an t^b-- 
Ushment ; they ymre however suppteiised, some- 
tiflie; before the Lincoln Taxation,, in the year 
12»1, aatheChufOh was then Collegiate, con- 
•listing of five portionists or prebendaries, and it 
so oontiaued to tbe Dissolution. The Rectory, 
Tallied in the King's Books at JC24. is annejoe^ 
to.the H^d^hip of Jesus College, Qx^ford, and 
the ^ioirage^ which is discharged, and valued 
at i^. is in tbe gift of the Bishop ; here is an 
exieelleni: Vicarage House, built by the late 
¥icar> the Bev. John Williams. Under the arr 
ticle Tiboeth, in Dr. Davies's Welsh- Latin ani^ 
Latia^ Welsh) Diotjonary^ we ha:ve an account of 
a curioutsrold M*S.: which was preserved in this 
Church,. called h^fr Seune Sant, said to,hc)ve 
been written by Twrog, and seen here by Dr. 
Thomas WiUiams, of Trefriw, in 1584,— Thif 
curious Belie, which has been missing inany 
years^ is said tOvhave been discovered Is^tely by 
Mr. Edward Williams, (alias lolo MtfrffanwgJ^ 
— ^There, is a tradition, that an Ancient British 
Town» ^itui^t^ near this place, called Caer 
Arianrhody was swallowed up by the &a, the 
ruins of which, it is said, are still visible, during 
neap, tides, and in fine weather. Many of the 
Kings, and principal inhabitants of the Country, 
appear to have been benefactors 'to the original 
religious establishment at this place : Cad walader 
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gmreitr^-CMl^gtttt ap C)Ftitelytiy Bod«reilio|f aM 
BiHtv<^l5 in Lieyti^—tdwal endbif«d il with P^iMw 
rhMaiid Olynnog Pe^ihan^hi Aagleiey, tad viaHy 
dtbein^ whksfa may be m^m ki Dagdaleu^Tiie 
^ilbriftgs of calves and lantbt^ whi^ hap]^ to ba 
hofhk #Uh the ^6b Bat!io,dr inaHc of^St^ BaviM^i 
(a «eHain natorftl mark In thdiiBif^) hiiTe ik)# 
Aearly oeaa^d ; th^y ufletf i^ be - bMt^kt to Hii^ 
Churoh bn THmty Sunday, dus aiiiirr Msalrf «f 
theSafnt, jdnl d^liTerisd toih^i^harch Ward^w; 
who ^eri^ accustomed to sell add aceMiH lb# 
<hetn, and put the taiue into a graat^heal^ teUed 
€h0^BHm0, mad^ of one f^&^ of cMdcy tecuMd 
with thtee liteks^ flronn whitb oireiUhiatoiuii^<fa# 
Weteh in these parts have\A pt^tf^tb, fdr at^ 
tempting any diiSeult thin^, ^'yoii may sa w«il 
trytofofeakSt.Beuno'^CheM.'' The little money 
resulting from the sae^Nsd Beasts, or <»miai4$i^« 
lugs, were eitht^r applied to the relief uf the ^oor^ 
or in aid of repairs. There is a > cUrkMia anti^e 
Chalice, preserved amongst the CraMmiiiion 
Plate, with the fbllilwing InseriptJon^ oii the lid 
OrfcoVer: 

^ KbzlMrvlilii* net Jil4e«ni||. 

Fill Dei, miserere 'mei. 

Those who are curious Iti llrdiidfctil Anfl^itifi 
ties, may see a very uncomtdbii tirbmIe(^h;onth6 
Tenement of Bachwen, about half k mile fliotA 
this place, between the roaid and the i^6a. ^e 
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iBcfiiMttio» ettlm lippEnrM^ne M to lid VlT^iBt; <»m 
ite miffikce Are: niittlbeii 4f «nftlt stttUow botes^ 

(ot wm^ fmrpose ^ ftiigttry x wi tliMj pMeii 
tjwtaiiM, b nil uprigbt atoBe^ (j^^oed, Missapf^ 
pofied^io (Mrrk 4be limiU oi appiMioh to ihs 
people winle ihe rite^ «^m performing by the 
JXr»(MitJPrie«#4 Oil tlii» lelt^ m we proeeod <«h 
tiKwdft the fmss^ #ff heftier betwee* tlie mamitoi&a^ 
we two lotftgr cofdtel llil]fl» called Gern Goolt, 
and GeM Ddu ; aud^os the ri^lit,ape those weU 
known by the awse of ftivalu (yr m^% Tlw 
Bwlrii,#rPittss5 iMiMvealted BwUh. Llanaelkaiiif n, 
is supposed to hff the antcient^wleh Oati Fyo3?4[4, 
freiciueiHdy awntiotted as the seeoe of many a 
bkMHly baMle. Near thJIs sbmU Churqlt we quii 
the Pwttbeli wad, and turn to tho fight towatda 
MeFJd; hivt fceft^re wo leave thia o^ehratcd 
aMtintain^ we aball iake an opporiunky of ex^ 
aaiittiog Trd'r Ceifi; aad Vortigelra's Valley ; a£ 
boifa which we hare a laiag^ intetoi^ing^ amd oit-* 
eiimstantial tficouot in Penaant^s Tour.-^rlt as 
Very pmbable that the Distrtcte of Lleyn and 
fiifioaydd^ served as a aeeure retraat to the Bri- 
tons in aneient timos^ aa urast of the hills and 
easineaeas m both are strongly foirtified, the hamea 
of seaie of which aw sahjoiaed : Carn Modry n 

— H'-l". ' . ■ ' I '- rt i — ■■■■» ; rjix — -r — i ■ . • . .■■»... --— -^ ,— 

Yr Uja, Fire, from the circnmitajice of their Jiaviq^p been maflft ate of 
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tnd Carn Boduan,«-^Moel 6am 6uwch,--^Thc! 
Rivals, Tre'r Ceiriy^-^Moel Ben Tyrch, between 
that atid Penmorva,— ^Gaer Tyddya Mawr, — 
Castell Gwgan, remarkable for a small circular 
entrenchment ; and Pen y Gaer. — ^To these many 
f>thers might be added, but we are reminded that 
neither our confined limitis nor the nature of the 
work, will admit of very detailed or circumstantial 
descriptions of either these or any ether ancient 
fortifications, we can therefore only touch on 
these subjects very superficially, and throw out 
a few hints as we proceed along. 

Trb'r C£]Ri.-^Across ahollow; from one sum- 
mit of the Rivals (Eifl) to the other, extends an 
immense rampart of stonei^, or perhaps the ruins 
of a wall, which eflectually block up the pass ; 
and near this place, on the summit of these' hills, 
is a most perfect and regularly fortified British 
Post^ called TreVCaerau, the Town of Fortresses; 
or perhaps Tre'r Cciri, the Town of the Giants; 
Th^ most faccessibl^ side is defended by three 
walls^ the lowest is very imperfect, the next to- 
lerably entire, and ha^ in it the grand entrance $ 
this wall, in one part, points upwards tdifi^ards the 
third, and runs rotind the edges of the top of the 
hill ; the second wall unites with the first, which 
runs into a pointy reverts and joins the highest^ 
in a place where the hill becomes inaccessible : 
the facing on the two upper walls are tery feln- 
tire, especially that of the uppermost ; they are 
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ten9i,y# |f^i)i^ ; thf3 sp^ce op t)i« tpp ^ ao irf<^)i* 
lar ar^a^ part is fitte^piwd pf^rt 4a]t^ apd ufooter^ 
11^ l^eat^ wliieb fifprdj^ sbeltpr to fi f^w r«4 
gropse ;— tlbe wljpj^ i/s almpst fillf^ mth cjelUi.— r 
.Ta.l>e sf^n int|i adTfintiige, the s^tionphpujd b0 
ta^n froQi tbe (sumpiit^ Hbout wlue}i th^ cellp 
j(Tr|^ia)i ar^ Ihp SoundfitiQm of .tb« |iuts of ihfi 
MQldien^} »jrp vpry di^tind;^ and disposed wit|i 
ipqiiifih art : a]!>out the middle is ii 9|u»]re placei 
fepc^d^wiUi ^tpjg^d^ a pprt of Prmtorium, sur- 
roigaded i^ith twp toys pf c^Us ; qumbers are 
9^ pciatter^d »bp^t t}ie pla|n^ ^nd others a^|i 
ftr^ iConAijpapiPP to. Hifi wall> i^l aloi|g the mi^^^. 
Tbfi fxifiifijcatipps on Pen-iii»en-mawr b««ur i. 
great qippiluity to th^ p»pde of d^fenc^ adopte^l 
^ this j^ropg Pjpsti The c«ljs are ladstly .per^ 
fefs^^ of T^rjpivs fpra»|^ i^updf ovpl^ pblpng, audi 
^Vwre J 90Wfi pf thfi jTound aw fifteen feet ip dAft*" 
loettpr, of the oblong, thirty feet ifi lpngf;h, wijt)t 
hmg»xi^rfm^9 regplajdy fftced with ptone; alkqi 
tjbepi^ yfhfiti inhid>ited^ 3rere m doubt weU pro?" 
tepted from tfee ir/eathe^> by jrppfs co?ered witfe 
thatch nvd.iiipd. The upper y^^Xi was ip miuiy 
ptac^ igftecHi i^;t hi^h pn ithe outside, and pfteja 
^xtQeu feet bread} it cpp^i^ed of two.paraU«| 
find Qontigpou^ parts^ oao higher than the Pther^ 
9fi^yingM a parapet to the ^ower, which seemed 
to hare its wallc, like that at Chester ; there was 
WfoJOji plaoe a cell m the thickness of the wall^ 
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or peihhaps a sally port, in part stopped by the 
ftilling in of the stones. There is an excellent 
j[>lan of this encampment in Mr. Pennant's Tour. 
We shall now descend from these elevated sum- 
mitSy in order to visit Nant Gwrthejrrn, or Yor* 
tigern's Valley, where that Prince is said to have 
Hed from the rage of his subjects, and where it 
was said he and his Castle were consumed with 
lightning. His life had been profligate, the 
Monks therefore were determined that he should 
not die the common death of all men, and ac-^ 
cordingly made him perish with signal marks of 
the vengeance of Heaven« Fancy cannot frame 
a place more fit for a retreat from the knowledge 
of mankind, or more apt to inspire one with fhll 
hopes of security from any pursuit,— Embosomed 
in a lofty mountain, on two sides bounded hf 
8t6ny steeps, on which np vegetables appear, 
but the blasted heath and stunted gorse ; the 
third side exhibitfi» a most tremendous front of 
black precipice, with the loftiest peak of the 
mountain Eift aoaring above, and the only open- 
ing to this secluded spot is towards thie sea, 4 
northern aspect ; the Glenn is tenanted by a feW 
families, who raise oats, and keep a few cattle, 
cheep, and goats. Just above the sea iis a high 
atid verdant mount, natural, but the top and 
sides fortified by art ; on this might have been 
the residence of the unfortunate Prince, of which 
time hajs destroyed every other vestige. Till th# 
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begianiagof the last century, a I«i»«Im of stone 
within, and externally covered with tarf, was to 
be seen here; it was known by the name oC 
Beiid Cfwrtheym^ tradition having regularljir 
delivered down the report of this having been 
the place of his interment. The inhabitants of 
the Parish dug into the Corny and found in it a 
stone Coffin, containing the bones of a tall man* 
Thisgives a degree of credibility to the tradition, 
especially as no other bones were found with it, 
no other tumuU on the spot ; a proof at least of 
respect to the rank of the person ; and that the 
plfice was deserted after the death of the Royal 
Fugitive, about the year 46£, Craig y Llam^ 
near this place, is a tremendous lofty precipice^ 
impending over the sea, and frequented in the 
aummer season by numerous flocks of migratory 
birds, where their nests are ranged in . regular 
tiers, on the ledg^ of this singular rock, in the 
same manner as at Gogarth, near Conway before* 
mentioned ; underneath is a curious cave, acces* 
sible only by water, and visited in fine weather 
by different parties of pleasure, who bring their 
provisions along with theip, and dii^ejn the re^ 
.eiQSses of the Cliff, 

. From hence we descend again to the road, rasa 
by Pistill, a little Chap^, annexed to Edern, 
and soon arrive at Nxvin, a small Town, and 
Contributory Borough to Carnarvon ; this placa 
iras k^rtowed QuNig^idf X«A<ir^, by the Black 

XI 
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ill _ nilinSi , 

Wn6e, fti tfcife fwelRb :^ear of bis j^rincipiaity, 
lind made a iVee borough, was alK>lfed a-GuiM 
Itfercatory wiih ev^ry privilege attenttiiit oti 
bther free Boroughs^ and aU the liberties atrd 
Customs granted heretofore to thai of Newbo-^ 
jough^ in Anglesey. He also gave rt a grant of 
<Vo Pairs^ annually^ and. a Market oik a Sunday^ 
to which the Inhabitants of the Commot of Din-' 
lleyn^ were obliged to resort. Here Edward the 
Firsts in 1284^ held his triumph on the conqu^ 
of Wales, and perhaps to conciliate the affeetfoMI 
of his tiew isubjects, in imitation of our Hero 
Arthur, held a round table, and ce^ebi^ted \t 
with dance and tournament, 

' Where throngs of Kniifbts and' Barons bold^ 

, J^ we^da of Peace, high triumphs held ; 
With store of Ladies, whose bright eyes 
Reign iiifliieiice, juiid Jodge the pri«e 
Of ^it or armSy While both contend 
To win her g^lu^e whf^in all commend. 

The concourse was prodigious, for not only th^ 
ehief Nobility of England, but numbers froin 
foreign parts graced the festival with theii* pre<f 
nence, The Ganls, as we are informed, sat at 
tlieir roupd tables, to destroy all dispute aboint 
precedence ; and every Knight had at his back 
^ Squire with his Arpaour, in waiting. The 
Market is on Saturday, and the Fairs are* holden 
qn the fourth of Arpril, Saturday before WhK^ 
itentide, 2^tli of August, and 18th of Se^emlMrv 
The'Ghurch is dedicated to St. Mai^ ; it iw^^J^ 
i^Hifged tRi^toqr itetd Yiean^e^ valued* mikp 
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tHMage of Wynne Fitfeh Griffith, Eft^. of Ce<b 
AtHwleh. NevJB h ^»Miied Upt^ti the Irish 
Channel^ And has a mnill Pief , which^ i» toimd to 
hev0ty uneftkl for the Heiting Fishery, by Vfhieh 
the InhahitHtitts principally sobsiiit. ' The Her* 
fiw^, aboat the year 1771> ^ere taken here ia 
yast abundance, frdM Por& Ysgadan, or the 
Pert of Herring, to Bairdsey feland, and all along 
ttkiA f^oast i the captv^re amounted wually io the 
value of about four thousand poundil. Thew 
desultory* $sh, saya Mr, Pennant, about the pe^ 
riod aboTo-mentioiied, Appeared in July and 
went fiway in October ; in earlier times> tb^ 
came in September and disappeared in Norem* 
ber^ Dories are als6 often taken he^re: the 
fishermen, tfU within these last 20 years, were 
Wont to fling Iftiem away, on account of their 
ttgly appearance, however they at last d&coyered 
Ihat Uley Were accounted a great luxury. Craba 
and Lobsters are also taken oti this €oaSt, in 
great abundance, particularly about Bardsey, and 
are con^yed to the Liverpool Market Aft^r 
^qjuitting the sv^all poor town of Nevin, we sooii 
arrive at Perth Dinlleyn, near whidh iii a DJnas^ 
or fortified eminence, which probably gave* name 
not only to this e:rcellent hai^bour, but also tothe 
Commot in which it is situated. An ^attempt 

wasnmde some years ego, by W. A. Madocks; 

Ssq. Wild «<Mlte atll^r^gelltteiben> to e^ 
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TCtgular commuQicatbii between tlite pkoe udL 
Ireland^ and for that purpose^ a new road waa. 
made irom hanoe to Tremadoc^ and consktef able 
ftums of money were expended in erecting a. 
breakwater or pier-bead here^ buildifig anew 
Inn^ &e. in hopes thait Government would be. 
prevailed upon to give this harbour the pre- 
ference^ and bring the Packets here from Holy-% 
head^ and consequently that the Mail Coacbea 
would run this road; however, this plan, for 
some reasons not known to the writei^ did not- 
anicceedp From hence, Garn Madryn, and Garn* 
Baduan Hills make a very conspicuous ajipear-, 
ajoce, near^tbe former of which is the s«at o£ 
Parry Jones Parry, JE!^ and not far from tbe^ 
latter is the Church and Parisb> of that nam^ 
and the neglected s^at of the Wynne^s^aacestonii 
of Lord Newborovigh^ We theo pasf throu^ 
the small Village of Edeyrn or Edem ;. the livingf 
is a Rectory, in the gift of the Bishop» ¥alue4 
in the King's Books at £R. 6s^ the Ch4i^ch is do*: 
dicated to St. Edern. The distance from hence 
to Tydweiliog, the next little village, is about 
three or four miles,^ this is a small perpetual 
Curacy, Church dedicated to St. Gwyfi^a, a fe*^ 
male Saint, whose festival is on the 3d of Janov 
Not far distant from hence, on the left of thc^ 
road, are two old Family Seats ; the Qi^t isBryn- 
odol, the property of J. Griffith, of Llanfair, Esq.- 
here it neemu Mn Pennant was.moat |i<Mptabl;|[ 
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ratertained, by his friend the late Hugh Griffltbi 
Esq. (father of the last-meniioned gentleman), 
when he made the Tour of this part of the 
County. Brynodol^ by advantage of situatioli on 
the side of a hill^ commands a Tast view of a flat 
woodless tracts the sea, and a noble mass of moun- 
tains : liie Eifl hills. Gam Boduan, and the huge 
Gam Madryn rise in the fore-ground, andbeyond 
these soars all Snowdonia, from those Alps which 
surround the Wyddfa, to the most remote in the 
County of Merioneth* The other is Cefnamwlofa, 
now the property of Wynne Finch Griffith, Esq. 
and many yeara ago the occasional residence of 
John Griffith, of Voehis, Esq. a gentleman whose 
liimily, as well as that of Brynnodol, claim des* 
cent from the Princes of Wales. From Tud- 
weiliog to Aberdaron the distance is about eight 
liiileB, bvelr the Common of Rhds Hirwen, and a 
flat uninteresting Country; during this latter 
part of the journey, the road passes within a short 
distance of several small Churches^ such as Fen« 
Uech and Llan Gwnaidleon the right; and Meyll- 
teym and BryncroeS on the left : near this extre- 
mity of the Promontory, are also tfie ruins of 
aeveral little Chapels, such AsEglwys Fair, Capel 
Anelog,Capel Odo, Capel Bodferyn, Capel Cwm 
Dyiif, &c. which proves that this part of the 
nmiti land (as well as the Island of Bardsey) was 
the retreat of numerous recluses and devotees, 
in ancient times.— At Llan Gwnadl (alias Gwyn- 
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^ydyl) ii tbefqUanringiiiieHptioB : S. C^W¥I^- 
BO¥D¥L UCIT BIC 7^: & HMC Ml^t^ 
dEDIFUCATA Scq, Oq the pea co^st are several 
MBaU Cti^k«9 umM to ike .&4ieritiep^ wbo find 
in them during Ihe U^mng fifhery, 9 aafen^hPeHl 
fmn 9torm» ;- tke ]aiuiie$ of -wm^ ^ mhidh ire 
rimll heta introdu^ee Forth Towjn^ Forth CqIp 
toan^ Forth Girylan> Forth yfgndfUD, F<Mrt]i 
Cadlan, (or Cadfaii)^ Forth JUlywepn^n, Fprth 
Orioo^ Pofth lagO^Porth F^ryo^ Forth Neiidwy^ 
lot Head wy) Forth fitamadai, .^e. ^t n ptow 
jealled Hen Foowenty not tus trwa the mina olf 
an old tovn» Tr^ Dindyifydd» in the ^axiahof 
Sayn ecoea^ wv^rnl earthen potaand wmswieM 
dywaoyered Mlae yMra a^» enntaininf aahaa luid 
Jbuflian bones ;.and near Ty E^gfon, nn.oM flbanf^ 
nli^ nrna foiiiidf called Cerrvg; Ipc^^nnd tnother 
j9far JlilMiaehdy, in th» aaMia Pariah ; ^anda Btonti 
Coffin^ (Cistfaen) op Tymawr Farni» near^ 
aame jilaee, Thene are ^ko aetttral Britfali n^ 
oampmenta intliia.neighboiitbood^ tiz. lOnitdl 
C^rpfif OP Mynydd y BJbtiw mountain ; CaateB 
Odo^ 00 Mynydd Ystum ; and two on M ynydd 
Cilan^ in the parjph. of Umk '£ngan< iSevend 
i^ninenees bear the nanie of Fen yt Qt«edd, i 1^ 
the Throni», or fik»t of Judicature, two of Jtheie 
%rt not Car distant from JW^vin } and near-CefioH 
Amwkh is a Cron^eoh, 4:alled Coetan Arthur^ 
TIm following wells may ako he mentioned aa 
lemarlcahle^ on iMccount of their benring th* 
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hames of British Saints; via. Ffynndn S^itd^ 
Ffynnon Ddurdan, Ffynnon Cefn Llaethfken, 
Ffynnon Eliw, in the Parish of Rhiw j Ffynnon 
Oarmon, in Aberdaron^ and Ffynnon Lleuddad^ 
in Bryncroes. 

Aberdaron is a small fishitig Village^ situated 
on a saiidy Bay, at the extremity of the Promon^^ 
toty of Lleyn fLanganum PromantormmJ ; the 
mouth of the Bay is protected by two little l^ 
lands, called Tnys Gwykm ; it takeif its name 
from the rivulet Dat'ony Which here empties it>- 
self into the sea; the inhabitants are mostly 
fishermen* The Church, which consists of two 
aisles, supported by four handsome pillars, is de^ 
dicated to St. Hoywyn ; it was a sanctuary, and 
much frequented by pilgrims ; Leland *says it 
Was called Llan Engan Frenin, (Pamum Niniani 
ReguUjy but it is very probable, that the tran« 
scribers of his work must have made a mistake^ 
as lAan Engan is seven or eight miles distant^ 
on the road to PwUhely, and where there is a 
very curious inscription on the Steeple, copied 
and explained by Mr. Rowlands. The Rectorial 
Tithes belong td St. John's College, Cambridge ; 
the Vicarage is in the patronage of the Bishop; 
This and PdVth Meudwy, (a small Creek near 
it) were the places where Devotees, in former 
times, usually embarked for Bardsey (EnlU)> 
and the carious stranger, who may wish to visit 
that Island, caii easily procure a boat here, but 
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iMifiMe he seto sail lie BkwM ^vmne ii^ rjykim 
tf m. Mart's Chapel <€apel £mr)« «»d ^^^w 
J^y'« Cfive Md WeU, CQ^f ;l!^r ft ^/awHOfi 
Fahv) 4ht fbrwer in «Uiiated ut^miaU: pkUp^ Jw^ 
tween two hills, Uwch Mynydd a M^'ii^ii)^ ^ 
fCrf^ddel, ^Hidthela^ttarnMM; iW >di«toB<^ 4ifArly 
4it 4rhe 4>6t «€ a 4qea<IW j>i^e|pi^ ballad Jif i^exi 
JiCel^ii^ lalid fmm ^wMch^ «» 4A«iiit, 4hi9 CtNmwut 
^Cwmpn^HDnafiKi) talaes its niMne. I^m ri#^ 
ttwt batsardDusiand «oirGuitQus ^tflfa^ vdaw4i ta <tb^ 
Ga^'e 4iuid Well, along <f hdk^i JH vv^lea^fragv^M^ 
dGseettdediofoivaierdaya, end ^e^ea lit th^ pr^ 
mnt iime maBy M^e wd nwd to vmt the ^if^t iifMfl 
Mfrufisi^y*. M^qb Jlfel;y» iaa*DroUaw«ock5«lir<»ikfid 
«Ktlh H^bitie ^11^9 w the ittiddJbe of »a bJkaisk j^- 
fSipioe^ 9»d at ndislaMse ba8iiHiahthe'i^p^a4aBee 
ot H ttn^e d#g or lepfiHtd. In rthe daric Qg^f»'^ 
Fotptsh 8ii(pi»rs4Hioji k vffm «i&ppo9ed timt -H « 
j^«oa ^ould desfiood 1^ tlm |^ati^> 'aiid4MPvij( 
up ia mou^Ail df watar £ram the m^o0, hid |PUih 
would >be eeti»iiiiy Snl&lle^ ; 4he Oc^, <dt>the 
pad of tfae Profn4iMitoi<y ,1$ ^lakkd (Pm^oi^, r^ad 
tbe rid^ of liills iimdx y {iwU. .This ^upel 
vf&s plaoediiere, m^ail ^pmbidbUity, ito«gidiie'^ 
^am^B an qpportiuity of invoking the.tiftotor 
%iat jb)r|m>t»titian throi^ thji) dangeroiM»SQuad. 
The G0m^»t at^Bordiogr v(£nlli) vaa one/ of 
the moiit^aaeient rofli^siaitts Jn^titutipos i|fi K^ordi 
Waloa, fer £iiieon Fremn, one iof theR^gnliof 
th$ County Nifii '^aid, iu cpiyunotion mith ^agf 
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hly4»w, to bttfe^ f^«Mf«Nl ti Celk^ jft Ifbirt tt9«^ 
Mmtf, altotff tire ini^kHti' of^ tbe ^Wh Onttirf , miiiP 

htxre fueehi «lfe1tra< Abltot. i><i«H^, (Dtfbi>ilhii»> 
ArcBbksbop of Ckerfeow, ms fieprefienrted in eur 
Wefeh AiiPlHiis to hkre refiigwd ii> ftivoiii^of ^•• 
Ifcftfkl's, a«d- to hare re(Afe6 to* Bawfeey, where 
Re died sAoaf ffce year OT2, frMn whieh eircum* 
stiane^e, it i» evkfenrt that there must have been ft 
r^li|(iotts efttaMi^hmen-ii here prior to that period. 
It seeim likely io faaire been a seat 6f tiie Cnl^ 
d^esy 6r CiMdeiy the lirst reHgiotra ree linses of 
Great Brftain^ who sought Islands and desert 
places^ in which they might in secnrWi- wortship 
the true God. It was certainly resorted to In 
tery early times, for we are aasured, from an* 
doubted authority, that it Qourfsbed a^ a Convent 
in the dayisr at Cadean, King of Britain^ who wai» 
coeval with Dubritius , H was an Abbey, dedi-r 
eated to 8t. Mai^y, and in the Sebright M88. a 
petition is recorded, says Mr. Pennant, from the 
Abbot to Edward 11. in which he sets forth the 
injuries he had received from the Sheriff of Car- 
narvon, who had extorted from him fS^s. 6£#. con- 
trary to his Deed of ffeoffment, on which ihfi 
King directed Roger de Mortimer, Justiciary of 
Wales, to make enquiry into the matter, who 
re'ported tiiat the Abbot held his Lands, in th6 
County of Carnarvon, in pttram et perpetuam 
tlemosynati^ withotrt any sertice or secular 

Y z 
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acknowledgiaent ; and further^ that Datid, Lord 
of Lleyn^ and brother to the last Prioce of Wales, 
had exacted the same suni) as did his Peneyn^dd, 
or Master of his Dogs, possibly under pretence 
of maintaining them ; the King therefore, by his 
special favor, and by advice of his Council, does 
for ever remit the said sum and all arrears, and 
directs that no one in future, either on his account 
or that of his heirs, ever should molest the Con- 
Tent. The slaughter of the Monks, at Bangor 
Iscoed, about the year 607, is supposed to have 
^contributed to the population of this Island, for 
not only the brethren who escaped, but numbers 
of other pious Britons tied hither, to avoid the 
itage of the Saxons. 

There is a most curious, though superstitious 
document, still extant, written in Latin, in which 
it is asserted, that in consequence of the prayers 
of Holy Lleudad (Sanctus Laudatus) one of the 
first Abbots, and in consideration of the good and 
pious lives of the first Members of thi^ Convent, 
the Almighty granted them the strange and un- 
common privilege of departing out of this mortal 
life by seniority, so that like grapes in the vint- 
age, ^as it is there expressed) the most ripe (i. e, 
the eldest) w^s cut down first; and thfit thJa 
([continued to be the case for many years, until 
these once Holy Brethren becanie a^in dege-* 
Iterated, and relapsed into various sins and vices, 
. pp ^]bat th^ Almighty was incensed ag^nst th^ini^ 
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iand sanimoned ihem hence, like tbe restof nmii- 
kind, without any respect to age or seniority. — 
This may serve as a /specimen of the numerous 
tales and legends, invented by these and other 
idle and bigotted Monks. 

^ This small Island, according to the Welsh 
History, afforded asylum, during life, to twenty 
thousand reputed Saints, and, after death, graves 
to as many of their bodies ; well therefore might 
it be called Insula Sanctorum, Isle of Saints ; 
but, with Dr. Fuller, it must be observed, that 
it would be much easier to find graves in Bardsey, 
for so many Saints, than Saints for so many 
graves. — Nine hundred of these Devotees are 
said to have fled hither from the Massacre of the 
Monks, at Bangor Iscoed, in Flintshire. 

The following are the^ names of same of the 
first Abbots, and reputed Saints, who are said 
to have been buried there : 

1. Llettdad, (Laodatus) tbe first Abbot. 

2. Dufri^, (Dubricius; once Arch Bishop of Caerlleon ar 
Wysg, or Llandaf. 

3. St. David, who retired hither from the Synod of Brevi, 
(Llan Ddewi Breli). 

4. Cadvan, who came to Wales-frora Llydaw. or Armorica, 
attended by the foUowing persons : Padarn, Hywyn, Sulien, 
Tanw^, Tydecho, Tecwyn, and many others. 

5. Dewrdan, or Dwrdan, from whom Bodwrdi^, in this 
ineighbourhood is supposed to have been so called; or from 
Cowrda, to whom Abererch Church is dedicated. 

6. Daniel, first Bishop of Bangor. 

7. Beano, to whom Clynnog Fawr is dedicated. 

8. Myrddin ap Morfryn, (or Merlinas Caledonias or Syl- 
restris). 

9. Hywya ap Gwnda H^n, Steward to Cadvan, and to th« 
Paints at Bardsey. 
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dedioatod. , 

1 1. £ineon, or En^an Frenin, I^ing df Lleyn. 

12. CftMnrdaf St. at Ab^i«h^. 

..13. Cadwallawn ap Owen G wynedd. Abbot in the year 1 1 69 f^ 

1 4. Irhomas ap' Gri£Kth Nicholas, of Dinevor, in Sout^ 
Wales, who was killed in a Duel tfi PWiiail, tlb li»iioil«J«ltettirev 
was'bmried here. 

15. Griffith ap thmnas* nephew of Griffiffi ap Nicholas^ 
it^aisrAf^rredhere. 

16. Hngh ap Richard ap Sion ap Madog^ of Bodwrda^ was 
l}uried here, in the fime of Q,aeen £rizabedi. — &ee W'illiam 
iLUytP^ EhAgy M his iJearth. 

Thfjslrtfld Iiilatid^ at presets ttintAitifs nff6u^ 
twelve Of fifteen ifMfs^^ *Ad[ nhotit sii^ty ot 
fpefv^ilty tnlhdbitaftte, who are toostl;^ ftsherttieH.— ^ 
It ptodflfces v^fy good bafley, ailil fdnnA iU 
doast at^ great pl*tity of fis!i, arid aboadaiice 6f 
Lob^ete, which arc* mostly sent (a« befor<& ob- 
served) to the Liverpool Market. 
' Th6 revenues of the Monastery, attl^rg^ftieral 
iMstoltttion, amoonted, according tolhigdale, Id^ 
£46. Is. 4d. Tradition says, that Abierdaron^ 
Bryn-croes, and Nevin, origiiially belonged to 
fiardsey, but at present the Tythes of those three 
Parishes, are the property of the Cefn AniWieb 
Family j and it is very probable that one of fhei^ 
ancestors purchased them of the Kitrg (Heivrj^ 
VlII.) or his Ministers at that time. This Island 
was grafted by Edward VL to h*s Uhcle, Sir T. 
Seymour, and afterwards to John, Earl of War-^ 
wick ; and the present proprietor's fether pur- 
chased it from Dr. Wilson of Newark. A tene-r 
Meml^ malted Canttj in the Parish of AbetdardnA 
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{iprihed. Pwt erf lA^yu i» i» ttjws j^y, jcaJU^ ,tb^ 
Lpodsfajyp OT JMUuior of JBaidf^y^ ^md fii^'kiad q/T 
Leet Court is 3till hcjd, pciMsionaUj^ ^it]iqr i^ 
Abftrdaroq^ JBi;3rjQiut>es or T^^w^og, wJbik;^ is 
called tte Court of tlie Lord jof tb? Ii((aiiarcif 
jBards€i3% TJbie jpreaent (^prd of jtbe Mapor ib f hf 
Maj^ui^ of Anglesey ; tb^Ke ace fils# jql JRepprd^r^ 
^iliff andCpnatable, i^tfii;l\ed to thi» han^^Ji^ 
Tba £!purt ;KajB probatdy Jbueld, iprnwrj^^ ,a.t iht^ 

i3iajme of XJaurt ; .apd Ji^ot Jfor q^T J3^iu4lie^ plAQf^ 
called Secar f(£xcl(e9a^rj^ .ami it J^eeois tbc^ 
jyvas^ pijaod ^r gaol tjkere^ for pear It.is^iiil}^ 
c^ll^ J&rjr.np y Grqgbreo, or Gallgi^s HilU-r 
In .Qeuej»l9 MrJtien.<uiy of l;he it^fthitanj^i die^ tjbtey 
Are iiroii^t to ^berd^on for int^roieiit ; jb.utifi 
very^iMiOKi^y iKeather, iJi.e ,cor.p^ .is buried in the 
old Ahbey Ci^urob yard, and ttbe person wbo i^ 
jbest gualified reads the ivmex^l . service. .Many 
yearis ago^ wJien aome of tbelnbabitants.had beep 
,to.a Mill at Aberdatoii^ a gre^ttempeait arose op 
Hieirreiturn, and tbey ivQve,blo.wn to the Cqai^ 
^f Caidigftivslur^e^ and Utndiedin safe;ty. A. Light 
^useiijs very imicb wanted. an. tbisisland, as^ fpr 
wapt of :9uch an object »tp direct tbe^m, ye^sels 
are drii^en on Sarp Badrig-.Goffry^liau.Ca&wen- 
liaU) 91^ otber dangero^ roek^, and many liv«s 
'^i)st .every year. ^,e are rbaDpy. to add/tbat;5Uf;^ 
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iT'd ABBRDARON TO PWLLflTELt* 

a building is at present in contemplation. Ther6: 
are several Welsh Poems still extant, addressed 
to some of the Abbots. — Not far from hence is 
Carreg, the seat of Robert Thomas Cafreg, Esq^ 
now resident at Cefn mine. 

The distance from Aberdaron to Pwllheli is 
about twenty miles ; the road along the sea coast 
by Llanfaelrhys, Bhiw, Llandegwnning, Llan 
Engan^ and Llanbedrog, is the most inte- 
resting. — On a part of the Promontory, called 
Penrhyn JDuy in former years, have been consi- 
derable adventurers for Lead Ore, and attempts 
to drain the mines, by means of a fire Engine^, 
but the expences proved to exceed the profits. — 
The dangerous Bay, between Bhiw Mountain 
(Mynydd y Rhiw) and Penrhyn Du, is called by 
the Sailors HelFs Mouth, being consid!ered the 
Scylla to the Charybdis of Sarn Badrig, whose 
e^ii^emity lies nearly opposite ; ' and if the mari- 
ners can pass between these two, there is a very 
secure anchorage for bfaips of large burthen, at h 
place called the St«Tudwal Roads, near the two 
Islands of that name, on ihe largest of which are 
the remains of a small Chapel, dedicated to that 
reputed Saint. — At Abersoch, ne^feir this place, i« 
also a small but safe harbour, tvhere barley and 
other articles, the produce of this part of the 
County, are exported, and coals, &c. imported. 
At Gelliwig, which was (for we greatly regret 
to. hear that he is lately dead) the residence o£ 
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Colonel Evan J'Misis, a g^nil^tnanntho^ as a braT^ 
and enterprizing officer, ^if^inguisbetf hhtafielf 
in several campaigns^ particularly in^Egypf^ 
tinder $Kr ^Ip'k Arb^i'cr^tefbie ; Hi^ writer cim« 
not refrain from ^ayilig tins tri^ufe to depilated 
^orih, ft^r he #a» efertainly aft hom^r i6 hiH 
country, *nd greatly beloved by all who kne# 
li'hn. And at Nanhoron, in* tbis neighbourhood^ 
h the elegant aiid hoi&pitable iseat 6f Colt>neI 
Edwards, one of the few gehtlerten who con- 
stantly reside' in the country, and give regulai* 
employnient to a nuaiber of poor labourers, antf 
i*et a gobd exampife to their tenantry in AgricoK 
Hfeiral iftipfoi^ementSi The following inscription^ 
was transcribed from a Monuri^ent, erected to the^ 
diemory of hiid brave fAther> Captain Edwards^^ 
in the Parilsh Chui<ch of Llai^ Oian^ '' Sabred to 
^f the memory of Timolhy Edwards, Esq. off Nan-^ 
^* horbn, Who, being appointed to the command 
*^ of the Cornwall Man of War, of 74 Guns, irf 
"•the year 1T7T, atid having, in the course of ar 
*^ twelve-atonth, distinguished himself in foui* 
" succesi^ve engagements, in the Yfe^t Indies^ 
*^:against the French Fleet,* was \infortunately^ 
" on' his ri^turn home, Clftf ried off by a bilious^ 
« fev^y, on {be ISMh of Jtily, f 780, aged 49, before 
" he had recetvcd those honors from his King" 
"an* Country, wMch w«lre destined to be the 
" reward of his gallant and faithful services.-^^ 
'^ His disconiiolate widow, penetrated with th# 
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*^ deepest regret, for her irreparable loss, eiusedL 
'< this Mouumeot to be erected. 

** In cwlo quies.^^ 
Uyuy or Lleyn, is a very extensire Hundred, in 
general flat, but interspersed with most charae* 
teristic hills or rocks, rising insulated in seyeral 
parts ; none makes so conspicuous a figure as 
Carn Madryn, Carn Boduan,and Mynydd Myu- 
ytho, (Mann-noeth-wy) ; the country, of late 
years, is greatly improved, owing to the laudable 
example of the resident gentlemen* The chief 
produce is oats, barley, pigs, and black cattle ;, 
it is supposed that above three thousand of the 
latter are aiuiually sold out of these parts ; much 
oats, barley^ butter and cheese, are exported. — : 
The land is good, particularly for grazing, being 
watered by a thousand rills; it is in general 
destitute of trees, except near gentlemen's seats, 
—the example of planting, set by men of pro* 
perty, is however rapidly spreading ^ and by an 
Act, passed some years ago, many of the cam* 
mons and waste lands have been enclosed, and 
brought into a state of cultivation. Giraldus 
Cambrensis, in his Itinerarium Camtbrice, says, 
-that the Cantreds of Lleyn and £ifioBydd were 
:4be possessions of Owen Gwynedd's children, 
when he passed through Wales, and that th^ 
hi^d two Castles, one at Carn Madryn, and the 
other at Penrhyn Deudraeth. C^steUmarch, in 
this neighbourhood, is an old family seat, nois 
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fha property of Thomas Asheton Sniitil> Eisq. 
of VaenoL Margaret Griffith, heiress of Plasi 
mawr, in Carnarvon, and Trefai then, in Angh sey, 
married Griffith Jones, of Castellmarch, in Li yn, 
Esq. and her daughter jifargaret Jones, heiress 
of Castellmarch^ married Sir William Williams, 
of Yaenol, Baronet. Not far from the road is 
Wern fiawr, now In ruins, the property of Parry 
Jones Parry, Esq. of Madryn. Near Llanbedrog 
is the Cottage, the residence of Lloyd CaMecot^ 
Esq. and before we enter Pwllheli, is Bode^roes, 
the hcMSfpitable seat of Glynn Griffith, Esq. and 
not far distant is Bodvel,* an old house, which 
had the honor of giving birth to the eelehreted 
Mrs. PiotzL 

PwLLHBLi is the principal Town in this part 
of the County, and the Magazine of Goods which 
supplies all this tract ; it lies near the sea shore^ 
and ha^ a tolerable harbour for vessels of about 
eO tons : Leland styles it ^^ statio optima Cariuis.^' 
The entrance is by a high rock, called Carreg y 
WimbiU, (the Gimlet,) which is near a mile from 
land^ to which it is joined by a range of sand 
hills. Ihis place, as well as Nevin, was made a 
free Borough, by the Black Prince, by Charter^ 
dated the 12th year of his Principality, at Car-^ 



, * Jo2iB Wynn^ap Hngliy of the family of Bodvel, was Standard Bearer 
at the Batik of Norwich, Temp. Edward VI. for which serrke he had 
Bardmy, and Cpurt^ in Aberdmron, and was Sheriii of Caraarvonthire 
1551 ; be married Elisabethi daughter of Sir John Palesion, by a daiicMe^ 
#« aoberi ap yeteditih ap Hwlkin Llwyd^ ol 6ly a Uifoa. ^ 
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^arvon, in campliment to Nigel* de J^erymg^ or 
Xdohar^yn^ one of the gentlemen of his l^ed« 
phamber^ on whom he had bestowed. Nevin and 
PwUfaely, in consideration of his great service m 
0ascony^ and particularly at the Battle of 
JPoitiers. He entitles him to ^^ servitiis quo* 
rumcunque tenentium tarn liberorum quam nft^ 
fivorutn," by which it may be presumed, t)mt 
lie did not include .th^ Welsh in the privileges^ 
5?hat those were we 4o not leara^ \>vi they wer^ 
]|Jie same which <he Burgesses of Jftosf^ir, in An- 
glesey enjoyed, and for thenn Pwllheli was to pay 
to Nigel fourteen pounds a year, a)id ][Vevin 
t;hirty*t?iVo. Thi^ Borough and N^vin, he freely 
bestowed on him^ with all its appurte^anpfs^ to- 
gether ^ith four Hbrutes of Land, towards th,e 
Impairs of his Manors, fin^ for all these he wfts 
pnly to pay ap acknowlcidgipent of a ro^e, in lieu 
pf all i^ervices ; if he died without issue the 
ivhole was to revert to the erowo^. £dward Hi. 
aftjerwards confirmed these grants to Sandwich. 
Denio, the Parish Church, (or rather a Chapel 
to the Vicarage of Llannor) atands on a hill 
about half a mile out of the Town ; it is dedicated 
to St. Beuno. The Markets are on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, and the Fairs on the 6th of IHarch, 
13th of May, 28th of June, 19th of August, 24th 
pf September, and 11th of N ovember. Pwllheli 

fttis probably fi^U H<f fil wif M hsirt tiRk^ii U# m^ Ctqok ih}M fOmAti 
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19 ^L safe apd good harbour, as we jl^fane ol»Kary.e(|^ 
awl well sheUf r^ from all :iyini|a^ hut a P^O^ 
18 naiieh wanted at the extreipia eod lOiQie <74i}if 
IfiRfck* This is ofie of the jQoptrib^utor:^ Ifkn: 
roughs with puroarvoii, k^ reiuriiiHg^oe Mep^h^ 
to Parliaoient ; it is a Corporatie Towo^ aufl W 
governed hy a Mayor,: tivo J^^ili^s^ aj^d a Rer 
corder ; The Petty Sessioi^ fojc the District jar# 
held here. Aa {Imb^uikmei^t has been im4i^ 
within th^eiie few y^ars, on bpith side$.of the Town^ 
l^y whixih several hundred acres ha^ve Jbaen rmo^ 
vered, the grea^test part of which used to be 
overflowed by thie high iiil&%. PitrUheli has a# 
exc€||llent beach for Sea bathing, and is Ijikely (# 
becoine a place ojf resort in the SuGoaier «eaaojK^ 
for that purpose. The number of JnhabiUuiA^ i|L 
jiSll, was m arly thirteen hundred.. The prince 
i(says Leland) ha^ a place h^xe^ as yet appearc^jbu 
Th^ distance from Pwllheli tp Tremadoc \» 
about Id miles ; the lirst village oa i)m jroiad is 
Abererch, situated on the river Erch, ai^d partly 
ip the Cwmwd (C^ojec^ot) of Dialleyn, Cantref 
pf iileyti, atad partly in the Cwmwd of Eifionydd, 
Caotref of Du^odig. The Church is dedicated 
to Saint Cawidafj it is a discharged Vicarage^ 
valued in the, Kill's Books at ^6. Patron, tha 
J^ishop of Bangon The number of inhabitants, 
in 181 1, wai^ about 1 1^)* In this Churdii was 
buried Sir Thomas Pvlesten^ a disti^iguished ^a^ 
ygnt^ 9f £dwiird IfA* mho wa» kiUed in 128SL-m 
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The next Paridli is LUnarmon, the Chareh it 
dedicated to St. Garmon. At Plas Du^ in this 
Parish, was born that celebrated Epigrammatist^ 
John Owen ; this phice gave birth also to the 
Rev. John Evans, S. Th. P. Bishop of Bangor^ 
in 171^, and afterwards of Meatfa, in Ireland. — 
On the road to Carnarvon is Trallwyn, the seat 
of J. £. Lloyd, Esq. and not far distant* Gla^fryn, 
Bev. Thomas Ellis; as we proceed, pass, on 
the left, Heudre, Rev. Thomas Roberts, and 
pretty near it Werglodd fawr, R. Jones, Esq^^ 
After passing the junction of the Pwllheli and 
Nevin Roads^soon reach Llauystumdwy^a Church 
and Village, situated, near ^ a river, in a well- 
sheltered little Yale, beautifully wooded; the 
Church is dedicated to St. John the Baptist. -^ 
JiesT this place are a great number of gentlemen's* 
seats : Plas Hen, oow the property of Sir Thomas 
Mostyn, Bart, once the seat of Evan Lloyd 
Vaughan, Esq. by marriage with an heiress of 
the name of Vaughan, a descendant of CoUwyn 
ap Tangnoi she afterwards married William 
Lloyd, a younger son of Bod<>Idris : this William 
Lloyd was Sheriff in 1648, and was killed in a 
skirn^ish near Bangor, by Sir John Owen. Near- 
it is Gwynfryn, late the property, of David LUis 
Nanncy, Esq. Attorney- General on this Cireiiit, 
now the residence of. his nephew, O. J. K. Nan* 
ney, Esq. ; a little nearer Crickaeth, to the left. 
of the roiad, is Ttftau^ late the property of KeK 
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SZ. Hughes, now the seat of Mrs. Priestley,— 
To these may be added Sgiibor Hen, Aberkin^ 
Ty Newydd, Re?. J. Kyffiti ; M ynydd Ednyfed^ 
Rey . Mr. Jones^ Rector of Crickaeth ; and Bryn- 
hir^ now linoccupied. In this neighbourhood 
are the ruins of a small Chapel, called Bettws ; 
and not far distant is Chwilog, an old House^ 
which formerly belonged to the ancestors of Sir 
Howell y Fwyall, our celebrated Countryman^ 
who attended the Black Prince to the Battle of 
Poitiers f and, according to -our Welsh Bards^ 
was the person who took the French King pri^ 
soner, though that honor is generally bestowed 
on Denis de JUarebeque, a Knight of Artais. — 
Our brave countryman, however, undoubtedly 
behaved on the occasion with distinguished va* 
lour, for the Black Prince not only bestowed on 
him the Constableship of Crickaeth Castle, which 
he afterwards made his residence, but Knighted 
him, and in perpetual memorial of his good ser* 
yfces, ordered, that from thenceforth, a mess of 
meat sttbuld be served up before the pole-axe, 
with which he performed such great feats ; for 
that reason he bore it in his Coat of Arms, and 
^as styled (as before-mentioned) Syr Howel y 
Fwyall, or of the Axe. After the Mess had ap- 
peared before the Knight, it was carried dowa 
and bestowed on the poor ; Eight Yeomen at- 
tendants were constituted to guard the Mess, and 
had eight*pence a day, constant wages, at the 
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King'isr cRarge ; arid ihese, *iidei^ the name of 
¥eamen of the Gi»own, Were coAtintie* on the 
eirtaBIishmenl til! the Keign of Q\ieieirfiKzabeth, 
arid in i» supposed by many that tlUe "teotneil of 
fheCirrbwtr are indebted to fhese Ibt tfeif 6rigJiiv 
After the death of Sir tfo^el, the Messr wars cat^ 
rietf arbeitore, and 6ei$toW^d oA- the* poor, fct th^ 
ienik&ofhis stml, in the time of Pop^fy, attd pfo*. 
babljif a« loiv aS the period above-'ifielitloned.'^' 
Sii- John WytiVie/in his ftKfetorjr 6f the »W^f 
fetttiiy, infortfis ul^that this Siif Howel wa?s afe* 
Cbi*st«ble of Chester Castfe;a'nd Rad also D^yfor; 
dnd others, the King's Mills, to farm, and a 
grant of the Wefrl^ and Fisheries on fhis Coast, 
Besides rtiany other offices of grtedt'tWist iaiiff 
profit 

* Crickaetfr Cai^tle' is situated OA a'conital rdtk,- 
j^ttingfarfntothie sea, and thelsthmn^ crossed, 
% way o^ defence, by two'd^^epdit^ches; OH each 
ride of the entratice is a great round To^er'; th^ 
|[7ottrt is of aii irri^gular form, And* hAS the re- 
Bfaihs of a square ToT^er, beyorid k another 
Court, aod in ii, on the verge of the rock, artf* 
tWo ot&en^i also sqnate. It is problattle that all' 
the Towers were originally square, for tfte insidfes 
of the fwo round Towers areof thAf fortn ; they* 
Mate so muich the appearance of the Architecture* 
of ©olyddelen Cafstle, that it is' probable this 
Castle was founded by a Welsh PVirtce, anrf that' 
Edward' the First did no- moire than case ifie* 
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Towers^ which at present are the two rounderi^ ; 
after the conquest, Edward appointed William 
de Leybourne to be Constable, with a Salary of 
One Hundred Pounds a year, for which he was 
to maintain a garrison of 30 men, one Chaplain> 
one Surgeon, one Carpenter, and one Mason^ 
. On our way to Penmorva and Tifemadoc, pass 
by Stumllyn, formerly the seat of the Wynnes^ 
now the property of — Jones, Esq- of Machyn- 
lleth. Several Antiquities' are scattered over this 
part of the County ; near Dolbenmaen> isalarg^ 
Mqunt, on which'might have been, as Mr. Row- 
lands conjectures, a Watch Towen Near Ystutn 
'Cegid are three Cromlechf^ joining to each other^ 
possibly memorials of three Chieftain^ slain oa 
the spot. And near Clenenney, on JBwleh Craig 
Wenn> is a fine Druid ical Circle^ consisting, at 
present^ of thirty-eight ston<^ ; at a mile's distance 
and within sight of this, above Penmorva, is 
auothen On Llysdin Farm, were lately disco*- 
vered, some small Urns^ containing human bones 
and ashes. Not far distant frpm hence, in the' 
Parish of Llanfihangel y Pennant, is Brynkir^ 
once the seat of a family of that name> now the 
property of J. Huddart> l^q. at present Sheriff fof 
this County ; Lord Lyttleton, whose Letters from 
Wales are well known^ and ^€^re published at 
the end of Bingley's first Tour^ remained here, 
for several days, on a visit to one of the Brynkirs^ 
and during his stay ascended Moel Hedog^ which 
divides this Country from the Vale of Bethgelert^ 

Z A 
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TIm^ pt6M«* pMpri#tt>r hB» built a new hovMf 
hm^^yBod made c4her great ti»proTefnent9. 
i to Miiiote days, tbis^ part ol Eiionjdd was pcMH 
Mased hf two Clans, ooa daseended fram €kt€n 
GwffmMy Priaisa of North Wales, and eonflAstecl 
of tkeboHseaof CVaMTtYfifj/nreA, YsHtmifegid 
ehmtmmfy Brynksr and Glmsfrp^, op Ctetm- 
y^rtnmHgn; the otker waa derired from Cottwyn 
ap Vtmgntk, and consisted of the hotisea ^ 

Me^ honty (now Plas Hen)^ and Petmmpdd. — 

The feads of these two parties filled the Ian4 

with hlood. The histopj of oar Country, daring 

thai period, i& the History of revenge, perfirfj^ 

and shfetf ^te!P. This^ eonsideratien induced Me^ 

mdith ap nfevm^ aneestor of the Wynne's e# 

fii^wy({if», to^it rtiis feiapater naJco««try^-^^ I had 

Mther,''say8 he^ ^^fight with out-lawsand thieves^ 

HkBXk with my own hlood and kindred ; — Pf I live 

iti »y own house, int Efionydd', I must either kill 

my own kindred, cht be kiHed by thern^'^ There 

was not a house in thehundred^ as Mr. Pennant 

observes, that bad not its dreadftil tale, — Aey 

woatd quarrel^ says Sir John Wynne, rf it waif 

but fer the Hiastety of the- eotmtry, and the fffs# 

good morrow; John Owen apJohn^ap Meredydd,; 

and Howel ap Madee Vychan Mt\ out fw no 

other reason : Howel an^ fai» people fought ray 

liantly^ — ^when be fell, his asotber plaeeif her 

hand on. his^ hi^d^, to prevent the fatal blow, and* 

had half her band and t4!hree.of her ftngers cut 
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off by 900^ of Iwr neat efi^t kiii4|ired< An mtiempt 
was oia^ to kill Howel ap Bby«^ « kii #wa 
hoii^e^ bgr ibe «om <if ielkm ap M^erediib, £&r no 
othgr^rjMifm tNiit tihuit :tiieir fiefv«»f» bad 4|ltaff* 
feiib^dbPOHt a Firiiefy; ihef trst set fire to tho 
Mmmonf wkb ^ea<; buiidlM af atfim,*— tbe be« 
aiegad, torriftod mth tbe fltoiea^ thc^ltorod theoH 
Kl^e^ under fornifi tivd b^Bohes, «rhile Rhys^ th^ 
^ Hero^ stood, sword in famid, teixfo^iii^ hty 
ipen wHh cowaj^ke^ and leUiog tJaem b^ ba4 
oftea ttena greater sfiioke in thai Hall on Ghrkrir 
mas-^Tes. These ^flagitiotfs de^s seldeai met 
with any otbor p«udishineiit IbaA nt bait nmtkte^^ 
froio privdfte revenge, and too oftoH eoiapDsitioii 
was made for tbe most horrlUe Bdardei^ There 
witm a ^^Mrf A,.0rpriee oChlocd, ff ona theslMgjbtev 
of »Kui^,.to theeitttiiftgoff Mieof bia suls^etj^a 
little Aager$. 

Tbe Yittngie of Pemaofva IS ^sttMatedina sooki 
batweedMiBe high roeks> >a^ tbe ond of a tract 
of wendowsv formerly siri^eeyt to the over^tiowia^ 
«if tbe iiigbef tidesy till as embankment was Miade 
b^ W. A. Madoeks^ £94. a giesitleSlaii to who* 
tl^ part of the CoiHsiy is gt^&Ay indebted Ib^ 
aafliefoos and great iiBpro¥e«ae»ts^ pattieu Imt^ 
fttr the eret^ionol aa evibankmetat^ aboait a mtla 
in lei]^)tii>i»or4ertoreelakitsoiiiie ihomsami acnrei 
oC hmd,.aiid whkh aow^ fbrass' 9cMtt in4 d^wf^ 
nfent voadi .between* tfa« Coautka «f Gmnmrmm 
mn4 MerioMtfh, a4r«a» the fiikis^ of WnatM 
iy tahrraiH farniefior uai^lbis^ wArelostlt 

2A 
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going over these dangeroiM sands. In the ChUrcii^ 
of Peninorva, wbich is dedicated to St, Beuno^ 
Was interred that yaliant Knight, Sir #ohn Owen, 
l^sides the monument to his memory^ there is 
another to Sir William Morris, of Clenenney^ 
who died August 11, 1622. Tremadoc, anew 
Town, which bears the name of its Founder, is 
lit)out a mile distant from Penmorra, and coik 
tains from Eighty to a HutMlred Houses. — Here 
isH hauc^some new Chureb, a Market^Place, a 
tcoihfortable Ini^, and a great number of good 
IShops : near the Town are also several good 
Houses built by the same Gentleman, particu- 
larly Tan yr Allt, Morva Lodge, &c.; all of 
'which, as weU as every thing in and about this 
small Town, evidently prove the individual wh^ 
planued and conducted the wfaole^ to be a per- 
son of cultivated mind, inproved taste, and 
superior judgment and ability. — A Market has 
been established here, and the Fairs which used 
to be at Penmorva on the following days, March 
6^ May 14^ August 20, September 2S, and 
November 12, have mostly deserted that place, 
and are held at Tremadoc >-Here is an excel- 
lent Salmon Fishery — a good shore for Bathing— 
and a *safe Harbour for Vessels under 120 Tons 
burthen, it is greatly to be lamented ,1 that the 
beneficial improvements projected by the before^ 
Buentioned public spirited Gentleman W. A« 
Madocks, Esq. and carried by him to such a 
Ktate of fprwardnegS; should not be completed^ 
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In the Year 1625, Sir John Wynne, of GwydiTa, 
conceiTed the great design of gaining this inir 
mense trade, (TCraeth mawr) as well as the 
lesser one, (Traeth bach) from the Sea, by 
means of an Embankment ; and for that purpose 
he implored the assistance of his illustrious 
Countryman Sir Hugh Middleton, in a Letter 
which has been preserved, and together with 
that Gentleman's reply, printed in Mr. Pennant'9 
Tour. A Bridge over Traeth bach, a^nd a new 
line of Road along the Sea Coast to Barmouth, 
and a Stage Coach, or some other more regular 
mode of conveyance between North and South 
Wales, particularly during the Summer MonthS|^ 
are still left among the desiderata of this por^ 
tion of the Principality^ 



Andient Dwisions of the County^ 

Cantref, or Hundred, Commots, CCwmfmwd.J 

C Uwoh Convy, 
NantGonwy, ^Is.Conwj, 

^Trefrew. 

^^^^9 '^Llechwedd Issa. 

^ Uwoh Gwyr&i, 
ARVon, -JlsGwyrfal 

rCymmjtmaen, 
Lleyn, ' ^Cyffi(^ion,or Caaelogion^ 

^Dinlleyn- 

EiFiONYDi)^ was one of the Commots of the Cantref 
of Danodig, and Ardnwy was the other* 

IQjlsUDPiN, isaCommotintheCantrefy or Hundredr 
ofRhds. 
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CATALOGUE 

•»TKB 

|IBCT0»IBS>VICAIIAGES, ANJD CHAPELS, 
tf Qtiii^ dC CaftiattHMi ; . 

WITH THBim 

DEDICATIONS, SAINT DAYS, AND PATRQNSi 



V. BANGOR, 
C P«Biiv> a. Ca|Ml 
R. LlanddiajoteD 
€« Ll^nftur IsfMr 
C. Bettwt Garmon 
T. Llanberis 
R. Llanrng . 
V. Iilanwnda 
C. LUnfaglan 
R. Llaodwrogf 
V. Llanbeblk 
C. Carnarroa 
R. Llaallyfni 
R. Llanaclhaiiuca 
R. Clynoogr 
C.LIandeg^ai 
C. Capel Carig 
R. Llanllecbid 
R. Aber 

R.LIanfairV«elia» 
C. Dwygyfyiclvi 
V. Conway 
R. Gyffln 
R. Llangelynin 
R. Llanbedr 
V. Caerbiin 
R/Tveiiyw 
C. Llanrbycbwyn 
C. Bettws y Coed 
C. BoiwydMen 
V. MaadndQD 
V. Penmacbno 
R,AbOTda»oa > 
V. Aberdaron $ 



St. Daniel 
8t. Ctdol 
St. Diniolen 
St.MMPy 
St. Garmon 
St. Peris 
St. Micbael 
St. Benno 
oi» if Agtan 
St. Twrog 
Si. Peblic 
St. Mary 
St. Credyw 
St. Slbaiani 
St. Benno 
St. Tygai 
St. Coroi^ 
St. Ltechid 
St. Bodvan 
SCBfary 
St. Gwaoiag 

St.SenBdtet 

St.Celyiua 

St. Peter 

8t.]nEipy 

St.MHry 

St. Ehycliwaii 

St. Michael 

8t.QwyddelM^ 

Si.T«dno 

St. Tndclyd 



Dec. 1 
Ko¥. 1 
Not. 23 

Sept. 8 
Jnly ai 
Jnn»M 
Sept. Z9 
April 21 



vBifliQp of Bai|fO|r 

Lord Chancellor 
y Lord Newborongh 



Bishop of Bangor 



Jnne Z% J 



St.Rowyn i Jaa. 6 |' 



July 4 
Feb.« 
Not. 11 
Nor. 1 
April 21 

June 16 

Dec. 2 
Jan. 2 
Sept. 8 
Jan. 31 

March'22 
Nor. 2 
Jane 29 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 8 
Jnne 10 
Sept. 29 

Ang.ae 

Jones; 
May 30 

Jaa. 6 



^BlMioprofChi^er 

i Bishop of Bangor 

Impropriation Jes.CoLOz^ 
? Tithes appropriated to the 
> Arehdflaee* of Bangor 

Bishop of Bangor 

Lord Newboroagh 

^Bishop ofBMifleF 

Lord Viscount Bolkeley 
Ap. to Deapery of Bangor 

-Bishop of Bangor 



Appropriated to the Arch* 
de^ooary otBmig^r 

Sir R. W. Vangban, Bart« 
•Siv Johu^4>M§9, Cam- 
bridge 
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C« Llanraelrby* 

a. Rlijw 

C. Llandodweii 

R. Mellteyrn 

C. Bottwno^ 

]!• Ltaio Bngan 

V. LlaBf wyaodl 

C. Tydweiliof 

R. Llanbedrof 

C. Llaagian 

C. LlanflbaDfBl 

R. Bodeaa 

V. Neritt 

R. Edern 

C. Pittill 

G. Carnfuweh 

R. Llannor ? 

C. Pwill«ly S 

Y, Abercrch 

€. Penrhof 

R^LIaAJertio 

€. PeaUech 

C. Bodverya 

C. Liaade^nning 

C. Ctldio 

R. Penaiorlk 

Ri Crickieth 

R. Llangybi 

C. Llaaarmon 



dC. Maelrbyi^ 
St. Blrbyw •^ 
SU Tadwen 
St. Peter 
St. Benoo 
St. Eag^B 
St.Gwyaodl 
St. Grwyfaa 
St. Pedroc 
St. Pkria 
St. MiehaCt 
St. Baan 
St. Mary 
St. Edem 
St. Beano 
St.Beniio 

St. Beano i 

St. Conrda 
St. Cynai 
9t.JestiB 
St. Mary 
St. Meryn 
St. Gwnninf 
St. Ceidlaw 
St« Beano 
St. Catberine 
St.Cybi 
St. Garmon 



^ Blffeop of BaiifOl' 



Jatt. 1 ^ 

Sept. 9 
Oct. 27 

Aagr. 1 

April i9 

Feb. 9 

JWi. 1 

Jane 9 

jBBe4 

Dec. 1} 

«ept.29 

A«ff,9 

Ang. 15 

Dec 2 

April 21 

April 21 ' 

Sept. 14 > Appropriated totbo'A^^lit 

Api1121 ^ deaconry off Bangor 

Dee. 5 ^ 



BiiA^ of Bangor 



Oct. 10 

Anf. 9 

Jan. 6 

Dec. 31 

»•▼. 2 " W. Bodril, Eif. 

^;"«* ^Biibop of Bangor 

Nor. 5 ? Appropriated to tbe Arch" 
July 1 ) deaconry of Merionetbi&r 



A boot the year 525, Daniel ap Dnnawd, Abbot of B&ngor 
Is Ooed, in Flintshire, bnilt a Coileg^e In Caernarvonshire, 
for the instmotion of youth and support of the Clergy of 
this part of North Wales ; and probably desig;ned it as a 
Cell, or member of the other Bangor, and continued so till 
Prince Maelgwn, or Maelgwyn Gwynedd, a wicked Prince 
in his youth, but reformed in his advanced age, among other 
works of Piety, created this College into a Bish'oprick, and 
Archbishop Dnbilcins, or Dyfrig, consecrated the said 
Daniel Bishop thereof, about the year 560 ; and about four 
years after, he died, December 10, and was buried at Bard* 
sey, or Enlli. There is but a very slender account of 
Daniei^s successors till after the Conquest ; from which time 
(here seems to be a regular succession of Prelates in this 
See, though by reason of the wars, they had not all of then* 
a quiet enjoyment. Tbe Revenues of this Bisboprick were 
valued 25th Henry TTII. at £151 Bs. 8</.; tbe clear value 
£134 I6s. 4iL The next accconnt is, that according ta 
Bede, tttere was a Bishop here, St. Awstin the Monk, who 
is called Ellodu, Anno Dom. 601. However, EIbodiu& 
was certainly Bishop of North Wales, and died, as some 
cay, A. D. W6, others 81 !'• There is no airt^unt who sue-^ 
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ceeded him. Gildas Camlirensis dedicated his Book to d 
Bishop of yenetia;'h^ floorished A. D. 860. Mordaf is 
tnentioned by Wynne to have ^on6 to Rome about the year 
940 ; about the confirmation Of Howei Dda s Laws. 

Hervey, sumamed Cruste,' was- consecrated Bishop of 
Bfing^or, between the years 1089 and 1093, by Thomas, 
Archbishop of York; and so continued for 15 or 16 years ; 
1>ut using too great severity, he was very ill Hked by the 
Welsh, who at last murdered Us Brother, and threatened to 
do the same with him, whereupon he retired inlo Bngfahd, 
to Henry I. for protection, who assigned him the Ab^y of 
Ely, which he got converted into a Bishoprjck, and quitted 
Bangor Ak D. 1109, and died at Ely 1131, wh^re he was 
buried; ' 

Urbati, fiisbbp of Landaff, gdverned thissjoe, and took 
the care thereof upon him, probably till 1119, when he 
began to be fully occupied in looking after his charge in 
JLandaff, and rebuilding his chhrch. 

David, a Scot, was consecrated April 4, 1120, in which 
year he consented to the translation of the reliques of 
St. Dnl^icius to Landaff, out of his own Diocese, at* the 
request of Bishop tJrban; he is' mentioned 1127, and his 
eiicc^ssor was 

Menruc, or Maurice, consecrated A. D. 1139; he was 
presented to the Archdeaconry by Bishop David, and at 
first refused taking the oath to the King of England, though 
afterwards he was with some difficulty persuaded to it ; he 
died A. D. 1161, and was succeeded by 

William Priors, of St. Austin's, Bristol, A. U. 1162., a 
Tcry religious and pious man ; who was succeeded by 

Guy Rufus, Monk of Walham, in the County of £s6ex, 
who was consecrated at Ambrosebury, in July 1177; in the 
year 1188, he accompanied Baldwyn, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, in bis progress through Wales, and died about twa 
years after, 1 190 : he was succeeded by 

Giraldus Cambrensis, who was elected to the See in 1190, 
but he refused to accept of it then; so it continued vacant 
till the election of 

Alban, or Albanus, Prior of St. John% Jerusalem, con* 
secrated April 16, 1195: be died the year following, and 
was succeeded by 

Robert, of Shrewsbury, who was consecrated the 1 8th of* 
March. He died in 12] 3, and was buried by his Own ap- 
pointment in the Market-place at Shrewsbury; af(er hisr 
death the See became vacant for (wo years, when 

Martin, Abbot of Albaland, was consecrated June 1^^ 
)2I5; he sat but a little time, for in tbe same year we find 
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'Ga4wga», trtftn. » Bmhta WUU0 flagri^ is the ianw'iiitb 
Ifai^tiBi tli» one; betef the iimMI be WU kjioiTD by ht Saf -» 
laailr ABcK ^o c^Uiat bi»€HPi§Nial W«lgb naoie; GMwrn^asy^ 
h« was Abbot el Llaedafid^ lUld beings leleMed Crdn Ml 
Episcopal efaari^ A< D. 1)236^^ be felired to tbe Abbey 0^^ 
Dover, in the County of Hereford^ and became A Moni^ 
fti^iaf: tiM €oiiveBi ail bis goods: be died in IM\^ on the 
I lib of April, and wm bnried tbeM* 

Howei's Cong' i'miw% i»d4ted Jom 7, 1236 if b^ dtodt^ 
oated » Monaetry bellt by Llyw«ly» Prinee of Walea, a< 
Lfapfaes^ in Angleaey ; over tbe grc^e of Joaai his wife^i , 
doagbter of Jobtty Kiojg of BnglM^, whose" pleaam^ it wao* 
to bo boiied tbew» 

Bichflffd sneceededv and was cMusecrated Aw IX 1240, or 
raibei 123& otf, 1237 ; beeaoso in bilEi Letter «6^ tba^ Po]^ t# 
resign bis Bishopriek, wbicb was aboai 1268, bo pleide Ub 
having' bee» Bishop 30 yetirs and apwarda 

Anifliii^ Arebd^don of Anglesey, sa)Meoded Riebovd, dli4 
hod the* Teibpovaiities restored Dee. 1^2, 1268. Me ie lo' 
ported to ba^e held a mod 129^1, Ai^^ltuy% do GarW 
Bsannani tbe aHetent I^risb Cbnroh of Bkiago^ : be ahi^ 
^isten^ £dwasd II. in Caernarvon Cafitley April 2d, 1284^ 

Cadwgan saeeeeded Aniftn in 1309^ be eAjoyOd it bvt d 
abort time, far we- meet witb tfantf cotaseeratio» of 

Grifith'tp-Ior^^efrthv om Mai«b26, 1307, on ^hotte dbotk^ 
irbliifaj hottpeaed. I'doo 

Aniaf^Saia,. wasr eleotod Biebop 8e|^ ]r8, 1309^ and oonaeo 
crated Nov. 9tb foUowiiig ; he died Jam 20, 1327. 

MattbeiP de JBn«lefieid, Son of lortrertbatr Ririd, Atteh-^ 
deHOon* of Aiigliasey/ aged 40, soceeed^^ being.. elel»tM 
»W2$, 1327, eott&nned April25, aiiidooiflK^eniled J«nol2| 
1328: he granted Bangor a Charter to keep a Fair od &% 
Liike?8'Day: be died Apiil 2'^,. 1'3£^7. 

Tboma^de Ringstead, Sf. S^ T. P. of Oxfords b. Doiliiniean; 
tocceeded, being nominated by ihe Pope, cOaaeoratdd A«g^ 
2r7, aecoivod tbe SpiritiioUtie» Nov. 1^^7 ; be died at the 
i&aoy Fvieie in ^retusbnry, aild^as batied>at Hun^n^tov, 
be is said to have given* Jl<00 Cor the repafhr of- this Cothedrali 

Gejfvase de Castro, (probablj^ tbe same with Gorvaae Fiti 
PaJiridv who occurs Ari>bdeac^n- A. SK. 1351) Canon of Ban** 
gofeS a» Dominicao^ daceeeded Det;. Us ISSQ; rietoeh^ttf^ 
^itiialities Feb. ITtH folloti^ing^ and died Sep. 1370, 

HdHW^ apr Gi<ono, Dean of tiiis Churchy seems ti[> bare 
#neceeded Ai|fril 1^, 1371 ; be r^ceiiired thU^ SpiKtioalities 
July 31, 1371, and going to settle matters to Hornet bo died 
tboire^ tfS'S90w» WiUafi'Slv)(!8, in Gwim MU^numcii 

S B 
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Jobs Gilbert, a Friar preacber, sneeeeded Mkrcb l?^ ld7L 
received tbe Spiritualities Jnly 16, 1372; and tbe 16tb of 
Novenber following made bis profession of ofaedienee to tbe 
See of Canterbury Sep. 12, 1375 ; be was translated to Here- 
ford, and afterward to St. David''s ; be died in London, July 
28, 1397. 

Jobn Swafbam, S. Tb« P. of Caiiibridge, a Carmelite of 
Lynn, in tbe County of Norfolk* Bishop of Cloyne in Ire-^ 
land, A. D. 1363, was translated to tbis See July 2, 1376. 
There was a Charter granted bimf in 1387, about appropri- 
ating Llan Ynys, and Llan Fair, to tbe repair of tbe Church, 
and support of four Chaplains, ta officiate in tbe Choir: he 
continued Bishop till 1394, and so no doubt till the election of 
' Richard Ycmng, L. L. D; Oct 21, 1399, or May 20, 1400$ 
who had the Temporalities restored in 1404. He was translat- 
ed to RoG^estej, where be died. 

Benedict Nicholas, called also Nicholas Bennett, Rector 
of Stapieland, in the County of Wilts, and of Conyngton, in 
the Ckranty of Huntington, which he resigned A. D. 1417, 
he received the Temporalities July 22, .at the request of 
Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, and tbe Spiritnaiifies, 
Aug. 10th following: he was afterwards removed to St. 
David's, Dec. 15, 1417, whereby room was made for 

William Barrow, L. L. D. Chancellor of Oxford 14R 
and 1415 ; Canon of Lincoln, nominated by tbe Pope, Feb. 
16, 1418 ; made his profession of obedience April 16, 1418 ; 
and received the temporalities June the 5tb following; about 
June 1423^ be was translated to Carlisle, and succeeded by 

John' Clederow, who received tbe temporalities Jan. 15, 
1424, and March dOth he made profession of obedience. Hi9 
Will bears date March 30, 1434 ; he died Dec. 12, 1435, and 
was buried at Crayford^ ' 

Thomas Cheryton, of the order of Friars Preachers, ob« 
tained Licen<^ of consecration Nov. 26, 1436, and died 
about Dec. 1448, when be was succeeded by 

Jobn Stanbery, tbe most learned Carmelite of bis time, 
nominated by th«» Pope March 4^ 1448 ; he bad before been 
appointed to Norwich, but the Duke of Suifolk obtained it 
for his chaplain, be was of tbe University of Oxford,- and 
greatly in favour with Henry VI, and was appointed by him 
Provost of his College of Eaton ; and also translated to He-^ 
reford 1452 ; he left in his will dated Feb 25, 1472, a legacy^ 
of £30, to repair tbe Church of Bangor, that was burnt in 
the troubles oi Owen Glyndwrr be died at Hereford, an^ 
was succeeded by 

James Blackdon, Bishop of Achad or Acbonry in Ireland 
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and also saflragan to BUs^Hip Beekin^on, Wells, which he 
resigned ob his translation to Bangor, the Temporalities 
whereof ^ere restored to him March 26, 1452. The Bull of 
his translation is dated Feb, 7, 1452 ; he was also Master of 
&t. Catherine's Hoi^itld: he died Oct. 24, 1464, and was 
sacceeded. by 

Richard Evyndeii, S. T. P. Dean of Stoke Clare, in Suf- 
folk, of the order of Friars Minors; who obtained licence of 
consecration March 18, 1464. In 1468 he represented tothb 
Pope that this Bishoprick was not worth £100 per annum, 
and so obtained leave to hold other preferments in commeil- 
dam, by the Pope's Diploma, granting that whoever had 
this See should hold some other commendam ; as the headship " 
4>f some Abbey, &e. He died 1496, and was succeeded by 

Henry Dean, or Dennys, an Oxford man. Prior of Lan# 
thony, near Gloucester, who had the Temporalities restored 
as appears by the patent, Oct. 6, 1 496. He was a very emi- 
nent man, and a grej^t benefactor to the church ; he was 
* Chanc|^llor of Ireland and Lord chief Justice 1495, in which 
pffioe he acted with so much diligence, that the pretended 
Duke of York was expelled by his means out of the kihgdoiio. 
J9e began to re-build this Church and Palace, which had lam 
in ruins for near one hundred years ; but before he had com- 
pleted the choir, be was in March 22, 1500 translated to 
Salisbury. 

. Thomas Pigott, bom in Denbighshire, Abbot of Chertsey, 
and L. L. B. of the University of Oxford, succeeded him*; 
some of his leases to Bangor, are dated at Chertsey, where 
in all probability he died Aug. 15« 1504. 
. John Perry, L. L. D. Abbot of Leicester and Prior of 
Bradley, succeeded Aug. 30, 1505. he held his Abbacy, in 
commendam until he became translated to Carlisle, he was 
buried at SL Margaref s in Leicester. 

Thomas Pace, alias Skevington or Sbeffington, who was 
born at Skevington in Leicestershire! succeeded March 7, 
1508. He was brought up at Merisale, Warwick, where he 
first became a professed Monk, and went from thence for 
further instruction to Bernard, (now St. John^s) College, 
Oxford ; he afterwards became Abbot of Waverley and 
Seauley, in the County of Northampton ; which last he held 
in commendam with this See, till his death, and resided most- 
ly there and at London ; yet notwithstanding this, he became 
a very generous benefactor, by rebuilding the Episcopal 
Palace, on the porch of which is this inscription still remain- 
ing over the door ; ^^ Thomas Skevington, Epis. Bangor 
t$oiV^ and also the Caitbedjral Churchy as w^ have notjLciecl 

2Bf 
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'Hi Bimfiier place, he died abest the year 1^88, and was 
Mfioeededby 

JohB Salcot, atias Capon, S. T. P. ef tiie U^irefmty of 
Canbridga, Abbot of Holm, in the Crasfy of NorMk, and 
ofilenpard^ of Hyde, in tbe Coant j of jSoathaapton ; a ve^ 
forward person in soliciting King Henry V III^s dirorca ; by 
virtae of vhich he beoamo eleeted BiAop of this See, 
J^aa. dB, and was eonsecrated April 1 9, 1534. He was after- 
mads translated to Salisbnry, wbere be died. 

J^BJid, 8. T. P. of Oxford, provincial of the order of 
•Carmelites' Convent at Coventry, and Biabop of Pa«ratii, 
was eleeted July t4, J S3&, had the royal assent (Bep^ 1 , oon* 
^ned iBep, 18, and had the temporalities raetoned (Sep. l^th 
foiiswing. In l£d5 he waited on Bishop Bonner, at ¥m^ 
ham, and brought him a dish of apples and a bottle of wine, 
and was presented by Bonner to Danmow living, for a ouiiB'* 
iMiaiiee. In Aog. 1^41, he was made the first Biahpp of 
Chester, on the new erection of that See, by King Henrjr 
VIII. and was socoeeded as Bishop 6f Bangor by 

Arthur Bolkeley, L. L. D. educated at Now Inn ii^L 
Oxford, who was eonfirmed peo. 20. UII, and eeneseratedi 
Fob. 1541 — 9; his first preferment was the Rectory of Ltam 
Ddonsant, in the county of Anglesey, to which he was insti* 
4ated Aug, 18, 1625, and soon after was madooanon of St 
Asaph ; on Aug. 8, 1537, he was made prebend of Clynnog 
J'eehan; and July 15, 1538, admitted Rector of St. James's, 
Oarliek-phitiie, in London, at the presentation of the ccmveni 
of Westminster, whidi he anitted Nov. 8, 1544. He died 
Id arch 14, 1552, and was burled in his own cathedral, in tho 
place where Bishop Skevlngton's heart was depoi^ited ; after 
liis death the See continued vacant till the oonseeration of 

William 6iynn, bom at a place called Qlyan, in tho 
commot of Mailtraeth, and pierish of H^'n £glwyg, A»gleseyi 
he was master of Qt^en Ann's colleg<^ Cambridge. In 1549 
be was presented to St. Martins Le Grand, in London, and 
made Rector of Hen Eglwys Fob. 3, 1551, and consecrated 
Bishop of Bangor Sep. 8, 1555. He died Alay 21, 1558, and 
was buried in the Choir of his own cathedral, in the 54th 
year of his age. 

Maurice Oiennock, L. L. B. a native of CaerBarvo»^ire„ 
Prebendary of York, was nominated tof succeed, by Queen 
li«ry, but he died before bis oonsecration was eotnpleted. 
Vho Bidiopi4ek was next conferred on 
^ Rowlana Meyrick, L. L. D. chancellor of Si. David's, andl 
sometime of Wells, and Principal of New Inn Hall,OftfoiPd« 
>om at Bodorgan, in the Parish of Llancadfiritladr, Angio^ 
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Mf , vto was 6l«o4ftd Bifibop D«c. 1, i5J^9. 8e WM aft Ifift 
Rector of Stoke, by Neyland, in tbe odantfof NorfolkyAvd 
MMS Precentor of Li«i Ddewi Brefi, in ike yoar I54«. He 
died ^p. 2£, U6i, «nd was Iim4ed in hk own eatheditif , on 
the toath side of ^e ooneMinfoii table, under the oaetwafl^ 
with 4m insoriptioR now lost. 

Nieholas Bobinson, S. Th. P. born at Gonw«j In fhe oonn- 
ty of OMrnarv'on ; feitow of Q«een*l» oollef e Oamhridge, anA 
ehapiainto ArcbMsbop PailLer. ^n March S, 1556, he was 
made Dean of Bangor, and in 1562 Ar<^deacoA of MeHon* 
eth'and Rector of Northop; confirmed Bi^op Oct. 6, 19669 
with leave to hold the Rectory of Whitney, in f%e cotmty 
of Oxibrd, in cwnmendam. He died Feb. 8, 15S4 — 5, and 
was hnriod in his own cathedral, with an instpription on a 
idat^ which is e^ced, with the oxception of tiiese word% 
^^ Hie Jaeet Nicholas Reblflson,^' and his eticcessor was 

Hagh Bellot, 8. T. P. fellow of St. John^s cpliege Cam- 
bridge, Vicar of Gresfbrd, and as supposed of Wrexham ; 
elected Bisiiop Dec. 3, 15^5, confirmed Jan. 25th,* he was 
trani^ated to Chester 1595, where he died, after he bad sat 
a few months, and was bnried at Wrexham, aged 54 years. 

Richard Yaaghan, horn at Nyifrye, in Lleyn, Carnarron- 
iiiire, edaeated at St. John^s eoiiege Camfbrldge ; Archdeacon 
•f MiddiesfHc and Canon of Weiisv elected Bishop Nor. 22, 
hod the Temporalities restored March 5, 1595—6: on tho 
2drd of April 1597, he was translated to Chester, and thenc^ 
to London, where he died, and lies buried. 

Henry Rowlands, S. T. P. of New eoiiege Oxford, born 
Bt Plas Myllteyrn, in tlie Parish of Meyilteyrne, Carnarvon- 
shire, of which he became Rector in 1572, afterwards of 
Nannton in Oxfordshire in 1581, he was made Rector of 
Alierdaron in Lleyn, 1584 Prebendary of Penmynydd, An- 
glesey, and Dean of Bangor in 1593. His Conge d'^fiiire is 
dated Aug. 22. Daring his time, he became a most mnnifi. 
cent benefactor to bis cathedral, by purchasing four (or ao* 
cording to Goodwin five) bells, and also by new roofing the 
cathedral; he also founded two fellowships at Jesus colif'ge, 
Oxford ; an hospital for six poor men at Bangor, and a Tree 
school at Bottwnog, being a chapel belonging to Myllteyrn. 
He died July 6, lei 6, and was bnried in his own cathedral. 

Lewis Bayly, S. T. P. born in Caernarvonshire, chaplain 
to Prince Henry, and Rector of St. Matthew, Friday Street, 
London ; elected Bishop Aug. ^,1616. He was a married 
man. and left behind him foar sonft, some say he was the 
pnthor of the •» Practice of Piety." He died Oct. 3, 1631, 
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and was buried in his own cathedral, in ^sliop Mayriek's 
grave, he was sacceeded by 

David Dolben, S. T. P. born at Segrwd near Desbigh 
Prebend of Vaenol in the church of St Asaph, which ha held 
in commendam with his Bishoprick, to which he was elected 
Nov. 8, 1631. He was a great benefactor to this See, and 
was descended from an andent iiimily in Denbighshire. He 
died unmarried, Nov. 27, 1633, at the palace belonging t# 
his See, in St. Andrews, Holborn, London, and was buried 
In the church of Hackney, aged 62, 

£dniund Griffith, S. T. P. born at Cefn Amwleh, Caer- 
narvonshire, in 1570, succeeded David Dolben, having been 
elected Dec» 31, 1633 : he was cation July 5, 1600-; he was 
piieferred to the Rectory of Llanbedrog in the county of 
Caernarvon, Dec* 10, 1604; and Dean of Bangor Sep. 9, 
1613. Ha died May 26, 1637, and was buried in his own 
cathedral* 

William Roberts, Sub-Dean of Weils, and Archdeacon of 
Anglesey, was consecrated in Sep* 1637, and had the Tem- 
poralities restored during the great rebellion ; he suffered 
much on account of his loyalty, however he had the happinesv 
to live to be restcMred in 1660. He gave by Will £100 to- 
wards adorning and beautifying Bangor choir ; and £100 
to Queen^s college Cambridge, for maintaining an exhibition 
for a poor Scholar of the diocese of Bangor, with several 
other bequests. 

Robert Price, S. T. P. Bishop of Fern, in Ireland ; son 
of Colonel Price, of Rhiwlas, in the county of Merioneth, 
was nominated to succeed; but dying in Ireland^ before his 
election was completed, he made room for 

Robert Morgan, born at Bronfraith^ in the county of 
Montgomery ; chaplain to Bishop Dolben ; he suffered much 
in the rebellion, prior to his nomination, which took place 
June 8, 1666. He died Sep. 1673, aged 95, and was sue* 
eeeded by 

* Humphrey Lloyd, S. T. P. born at Trawsfynydd, in the 
county of Merioneth ; he was confirmed Nov. 8, and conse- 
crated Nov. 16, 1673. In 1685 he procured the Archdea- 
conries of Bangor and Anglesey, and the sinecure of Llan- 
rhaiadr, to be annexed to the Bishoprickof Bangor for ever, 
by Act of Parliament; and two-thfrds of both the comportions 
of Llandinam, to be settled for the support of the fabrick 
af the cathedral, and the other third for the maintenance of 
the Vicars of Llandinam. He also new-cast the four bells 
given by Bishop Rowlands, and added a fifth .bell, bigger 
than any of the former, all at his own charge : and dying 
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Jan. IS, 1688, trafi buried in Bishop Rowland's grave, aged 
78, and was succeeded by 

Hnmphrey Humphreys, Dean of Bangor,, consecrated 
Bishop of this See Jane 30, 1 689. In 1 701 he- was translated 
to Hereford, where he died, and was boried in that cathcN 
dral. He was succeeded by 

John Evakis, 8. Th. P. botn at Plas da, in the Parish of 
Llanarmony Carnarvonshire : consecrated Jan. 4, 1701. la' 
tile year 1715^ he was translated to Meath in Ireland, and 
was succeeded at Bangor by 

Benjamin lloadley, D. 1). (first English Bishop since tfie 
reformation) was confirmed Mardi 27, 1715, and consecrat- 
ed the next day. In the year 1721, he was translated to 
Hereford ; in 1723, to Salisbary ; and in 1734, to Winches- 
ter; and was succeeded at Bangor by 

Richard Reynolds, L. L. D. consecrated Dec. 3, 1721, 
and in 1723 translated to Lincoln, where he died 1744, and 
was succeeded in this See by 

WiHiam Baker, S. Th« P. consecrated Aug. 1, 1723, and 
in 1727 he was translated to Norwich, where he died, and 
was succeeded by 

Thomas Sherlock, S. Th. P« consecrated Feb. 4, 1727, a 
very learned man and an eminent preacher ; he was transla* 
ted to Salisbury, and in 1748 to London. 

Charles Cecil, L. L. D. Bishop of Bristol, was appointed 
to succeed him Sep. 24, 1734; he began toTepair the Bishop^s 
Palace at Bangor, but dying in May 1737 of the Gout in bia 
Stomach ; he was succeeded by ^ 

p Thomas Hesring, S. Th. P. Dean of Rochester ; elected 
Aug. 1737. In 1749 he was translated to York ; and in 
1749, on the decease of Archbishop Potter, to Canterbury, 
where he died in 1757, and was succeeded at Bangor, as ^ell 
as in.all his preferments, by 

Matthew Button, S. Th. P. who was consecrated 1743. 
He succeeded Archbishop Herring in the See of York, and 
iipOn his decease to that of Canterbury, where he died the 
year follow] nsf. 

Zachary Pearce, S. Th. P. Dean of Rochester, afterwards 
of Winchester, succeeded in 1747, which he resigned in 
1756, upon his translation to Rochester, where he died in 
I778, and was succeeded at Bangor by 

John Egertpn, L. L, D. Dean of Hereford, of which Se« 
hts father was Bishop, who was brother to Scroop Egerton^ 
first Duke of Bridgewater ; in 1769 he was translated to 
liitchfield apd Coventry, and from thenc9 to Durham, whom 
he was succeeded by • 
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JMiD KWB. & tk p. Bkii«|> of LrndbS; Cb^Wn to tk^ 
Duke of Rutland, and Canon of WMaorv bo dyioi^ mJL77f ^^ 

IfeMiWMttOOdod ImI 

Jdui MooM,. S. 1h« P. Dean of CaAtetbiMjh aad Chafiluii 
t» Ihoi Dq^e <rf Harihtfoagtu HoafteiwaiAfrb6saflie.itfcb^ 
l^hop of Canterbury ; when 

I«1m Waiven^ !» 17S4, i»asr wnsevated te tho foe ; vbo 
^pgs Qt^ctedbdby 

. WilUafla Glfttver^ BiBh^) •{ GhMter, who<ri«w«e*t» ftlw 
Asaph, in 1806. 

9r. lUadoli^ BMtoj^ of Osfoid, flnooMKk4» aii4th«« 

B«» MayM4if» sow Btstef}^ 



I^EAJfS OF BAJKGOR, 

f ago ajf ^n, circinfr, A. D; MIS' 
Ajihnrde Bardeiey, ciMeKar, 1M0- 

poskiaa bet^eeir the Biabi^ of Basf or^aoA Laifl €}ra|t 

of DyflVyn Clwyd 
Kypddelw^ circiter, 1286 

WHKMir 0Mii*»iik1tie fazaObn tff ffl^gfelMM» iSil 
Aaian'Saifl^ aAetwMtdtBifllraf ol H a aii ao 
Adam> circiter, 1327 
Sliaa ill Kenrici. occurs as ifcitnen to aa Intpeximos 

ehaTterin r,W 
MO" OawMl ap Onin^, illan»ai*ls tiSsfaai^off BJaafHr 



JofiMiv oaiaira im the liaatibMa Riegistaiu is 197 1 

David DaroD, an adherent to Owen Glyndwr; ontlawMi 

Jn 1406. He was aoo of Evan ap I)'avydd' a^<jf. a de»» 

otfttiAinMf offaMdof ap'Itetifi', arPHnctf ef wM4lir. Hit 

WMMi fikqattOly ooevra' m ik^otkotl Roll at Um AMk 

tbonatovy's Office^. Caantorvon. 

'WUliam Pollard, an fincllshaaii^ ytfm appouited to 

Mcceed' D; D'aron^ but nev^robtainiM'pDBMeailbtf 

Hay 5} 1410^ Henry Honore, p. c. W.^. ]l)» etcflaiii^ IHtA llui^i%^ 

daO EW wrforttw VilAtra^a of'Vew Cftml*i# IkMt 
Jan* 0, 1413;, Rogoip mtdheie,^ Clan, pi n. H. H, ' 
Se|^, 21| 1416, JohaVan1ort,p. c. R. W. He'exchanged witti bis Predeces-^ 
sor, Ibr tHe Itecwry of Sf. Ufary, dttmvna dofchgiii^ 
Nigelles Bondeby, circiter, 1436 
John MaKjjav eltoifbr, 1444^ 
Hiig:h Alcock.. eireiter 1460^ Hla hontt atBa&aov^ noaK 

called « PRw Alcock," 
ftngfi Mo/j^if> ciftitet,m6>9, sou of Dlivydll a)i Rofilri of 

Pretaddfbd 
NielMil«»B;Mv3W, citcJfcr,. 14t4 
14R0 Richard Ky^ffin, L. L. &. Reetor of LlacddwTiL H#. 
was inRt^nm^llfal iiiproihotijic^ Benry V^Ik To Itttf 
tlhrone'of fing^land. mr ^Ta^ stbtfe ii^stiir to* ba«fi| 

1^4 Richard Cowland, 8. T«P< 
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Jok« Gljan, li. L. B. of Hen eglwytj eireiter 1308. , Hit 

will ii preMoted among the arcbtevef at the PalaM ia 

Bangor 
i)oe. IS, 1334, Robert Eyans, L. L. B. p. ni. i. 0; he was deprirad of 

all bis preferowntt iq 1334, for bc|n|; married 
1654 Rbe§e Powel, p. dep. R E. coqjagal 
det. 2t, 13^T, Robert Evans, BD. re-i4Utitnted . , 
Sep. S0> 1370> Roland Thomas, L, L. D. p; m. R. B. • nstiTe of Augltc 

sey, Fellow of Magdalen College Cambridge. His will 

is preserved at the peanery of Bangor, in which ha 
, . bequeathes some lands for charitable purposes 
Jane 82, 1588, Bishop Bellot, in coramendam 
Ang. 29, 1593, Henry Rowlands, B. D. p. c. Spi. afterwards Bishop 

of Bangor 
April 11, 1399, Richard Parry, D. D. p^ c. H. B. afterwards Bishoa 

of St. Asaph . 

May 8, 1805, John Williams, D. D. p. c. R. P. Principal of Jeim 

College j Oxford, Arc. 
JBep. 9, 1613, Edmund Griffith, B. D. p. m. J. W. afterwards Bishop 

of Bangor 
March 28, 1634, Griffith Williams, D. D. p. c. E.G. a native of Llanrag 

He was made Bishop of Ossory, and bad tbe,Recto|y 
, of Llanllechid. He was a great s^ffbrer daring the 

Usurpation 
liay 3i 1679« William Lloyd, D; D; p; m. G. W. afterwards Bishop 

of St. Asaph 
Dee. 16, 1680| Hmnjfhrey .Humphreys, D. D. p. e. W^ Li afterwardft 

Bishop of Bangor 
Bep. 4, |689, John Jones, I). D. p. c. tl. H. of Plas gwyn, in tha 

Parish of Pentraeth. He held the Reetories of Llan- 
llechid, Aber, <fec. 
n2T Peter Maurice, A M. p m. J J. 6t Mftti mawr, ncaf 

Corw^n 
ipril 26, 1750, Hngh Hughes, A M« p m. P M. of Weeg, near Aber 
Sep. 19, 1768, Thomas Lloyd', A M. p m. B B. of Bryn Adda, near 

Dolgelley ^ 

^OT. 11, lt03, John Warren, AM. p m. T t ^ 



VICARS OF BAJ^GOki 

Jti^aMt eeUatioiUi Bpiseopi, turn Rmtotia Eeeletd ParoehUlU 89k 
MgdoU, aUtti PemUr^ umii: ct anaeircv Ftsta Du. 1, 1$ Not. i. 

1630 Jphd Drajrcot, A. B. p. m. alt. Vic. He wai asbn6r 
Thomas Dra^cot, principal Registrar of the Diocese, 
aitd held the Rectory of LlanddehiioldA; the fiiliowlirg 
iaBcr.iptl.on.is npon hif grave, within the Cathedrals 
** Job: braicot, Vic. Bangdr, et ^ect : LIanddeiniol« 
fin. I^ir probiiset pins, obilt Ip. if, 1667.'^ 
id88 iohn 6attred 

Jiitfa Iti 2891 Hugh Johnson, Cler. laici Sector of Hen Eglwys; ^pos 
his graye-stone occurs the foUowinif instriptioi^ : 
^'HiighJohnson,oqeof the Vicars of this Cath: Church, 
who dyed the 4th Feb. 1694, aji^ed 39 . ' 

Oct. 3, 189'4 Pierce Lewis, A. M. late Rector of Llaafacbreth. Ha 
>eld alfla the Rectoty of Llanfairfechap. ,. x^ 
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4iby iSf ^0f9 tMmnHimjtnfimfj A.^M. p.«i. t>. Ii. Ae liei baried at 
BMfifr, mUh the ft rti ^o i wg Bpitaph, " Robert! Ham* 
phreyt, A. M. bi^as Eecleeitt Tivarie Choralis, necnoa 
Pirreebi lie f«>ftnfBipredhati ReOtorie : Qvi obHt 5 Cal, 
Btp. A. D. nil, JBtttC^r* 

Sep. IT, 1T08 Heniy WHlimns, A. M. R«etor ^IXmantg; afterwards 
of UanfMtliftB 

ittif ^ 1T19 TboDMM Tifeceitt, A. B. p. n. 1R. H. hfe fesigMd <Uri# 
forUmfeebvetb 

JiowB «, ins BullLeley If iigbn, A. M. p. c. T. T. «Iflo Rector of Edern 

July 27> niB wmJaai BY«m, A. M. p. c. H. W also Rector ^f 

^kptil If > IVfO llioun Lloyd, Cl«r. f. *m. R. M. aHenrarde Ceaft of 

Bangor 
4V<ir. \% ITttHoglilliigiee, A. B. p. ■I.'W. E.tateHeatoPof TveMiy^ 
Blarch 12, 1749 John Ellis, L. L. B. p. oft. 8. II. Archdeacon of MerioB> 
9lK. t, lt5S tf ilHam Lieyd, A. B. p. e. T.fi. Precei^r of Bangor 
Sept. 2, 1T60 James Vincent, A. M. p. c. W/L. late master of Bangor 

Scfaool, 4fec. 
Sept. 21, 1TT3 Ricbard Griffltb, A. M. p. v. f • V. master of Bangor 

^cbool, Ac. 
lltt« <5| 1785 7<AnXyftn, A. 31. p. ». J. E. Rhetor of Trefdraetb 

1790 Ffeter "Witiiams, D. D. ^. m. k, «. Rector of Llan** 

bedrog, d;c. . 
IWi lobn Jones, A. M.'p.^c.t^. W» A^^Mlescott «f lier, 4r€& 
1910 JohnKyffin, p. c. J. K. 
Mie ^smes'H.Cokoa, :L.ti. B. p. c* 11. V. 
Joly 29> 1819 John Uamer, A. B. p..e, 9. J. 



KING CHARLESES fiETTERfif 

TO THE 
CENTLEMEN OF C AERNAXVONSJIIRJl. 

[Copied from the original MSS.] 

Charles Rex, 

Right truly and well-beloved, and trusty and well-beloved 

4^w0Kgiieete jon well. Whereas a Rebellion being raysed 

againsi'iiB, and foieeis marcbing tpward us, w«..are necessi- 

•fated for the defence of our person and etowne, and thd 

^jcellgion ^aod laws estsLblUbed, to <foll apon all oar good 

•mAli^folB 4d agfiiBt vus ; «nd wfaaveas we «re :fdUy persuaded of 

<|fae affection and loyolty ofthat'osr constie, and of their 

Ir^diness to assist us, tbeir*Kingand Lredge Lord, in this 

' oar and iheir necessary defence, according to their duty and 

«ll0agieBoe. These Bve 'to will-and oiequire ^yon for ilmt^ «nd 

with all possible speed, *=to iirinj^ to^rew^bury to our loyal 

Jitandard there to attend our farther directions, the trayned 

ibandft of tliat oountie, as well horses and footQ, with Sttob 

dither volanteersy as your interest JRlhem and their own«^ 
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affection shall persaade to come with them. And if the no* 
cessary occasions of any of our trajned bandft shall witbold 
them, that eitbev themselves ox servants ox otlier votauteeni 
be admitted to serre in theif places, with theix anas coa^pleat^ 
which trayned bfutds and TolimteefS with those f^m other of 
oar eoaoties in oar dominion of Wales w^ intend to serv« 
in our regiments for^ guard for «Hur deorest SontJbe PrinoOi^ 
and receive them into our pay on their arrival at Shrpwslimry, 
whither we desire that our countie in this our greate exigent 
to furnish them sufBcient anununitioA for their jpurnef", and 
money to bear their charges, which we shall look upon as d 
great expression of aifection and fidelity^ and shaU at all 
tymes remember to their advantage, an4 ve reijulco all our 
Justices of the Peace in that our countie to give their assist* 
once unto us herein and all our loving snbjieatft of the samo 
to be obedient to your directions, in pursuance of these our 
commands, and for soe doing this shall be to yon and every 
of them a sufficient warrant Given, at our Conrt at Daxbj 
this l^th day of September, 1&72» 



To theSkm^mmA CSis— faiiiMiigf nf Jggfc ^UiMumikL^ftlmnmnam 



Chables Rex. 

Right trusty and well-beloj^ed, Y^e gre^e yoiy: welf,— Wf 
kave understood from the Gentlemen you sent to ns, y4>ur 
loyal and unanimous resolutions for ihf?i advancement of por 
service,, and for your sending to our standard two hundre4 
armed soldiers, and moneys for their conduct and mainte* 
nance^ for which, soe considerable a^f»istaQce as we ratorn 
you hereby our royall thanks, soe wo fip^ust desire ygo to 
speede ^ sending hither of those soldiers unto our st^dard^ 
all that may be And least any disi^'ected tp ns ond our 
service should presume to oppose yog in tbi^ work, we an«^ 
thorise and command you to use yonar utmost power and* 
endeavour to apprehend and bring );i safe oustpdiei^o Qs a^jr 
one or more th»t shall appear in opposition or distorbance of 
you herein* As alsoe for your more efiectual proceeding in 
this service, and for the security of our go>Qd subjects in i^^ 
our countie from intestine tumnlts and danger, to make nso. 
of the magazin now remaining there, and of such fnrtlior 
power of the countie as to ydu shall seem meete upon all oo» 
oasions, for whioh these «mr lett<Hrs shall lio yowr snfficient 
warrant. Given at onr Court at aupowshuy^ the 2dth day o£ 
, feptember, in ^e eighteenth year of fm nugiio, 1 642*. 
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CBABiBS Rex. 
Tmsty and ^ell-beloved, bavin;: gfreat asniranoe of jonr 
instant and well affections npto as in ibis time of imment 
dangfer, wben pur owne and oar whole k<Dfrdom safety is 
concerned, ^d being informed and satisfied, how moch yoa 
liave expressed yoar devotion^ to oar service, We shall at 
all' times bee ready to remember yonr cheerefalneas thereof, 
and iiot doabtinn: of your contindance to d6e all thinprs that 
inay condnce to the fortfaerance of oar safety, we do hereby 
give you direction, that for sach moneys as you have or shall 
raise volantarily within yoor conn tie for our assistance thus 
time, over and above what is for the conductiTig of oar ownoi 
trayned bands, yon do paye the same unto John Owen, of 
Cieneney, in our coontie of Carnarvon, Esq. one of our 
Coionells, who is thereby to be enabled to rayse a regiment 
to bring his several companies to our standard. And for so 
doing this shall be to you and everv of yoa a sufBcient 
warrant. — Criven at onr Court at Chester, the five and( 
twentieth day of September, i ^4^. 

T9ilMiCommitt4onBnt(fJbTaih tiftheanmUe €f CarnanHtk 

Charlrs Rix. 

Trusty and well beloved, we greete you well. Wher^aa 
we hcive by our copiiiiis&ion under our great seal, authorise^ 
and intrusted pur trustie and ii^ell-beioved Coloneil John 
Owen to ra^se in these parts,^ coro^and, and unto onr royal, 
standard to conduct one regiment of tqoie, for our special 
service, oar will a^d pleasure is, that you iss'ue unto the. 
said Coloneil aU siycb moneys as by you have been for our 
use received oat of the free subscription or contribution of 
pur good subjects of that our countie, which money we havo 
assigned him upon the account of the said regiment, and' for 
• your 'soe^ doing this, together with his acquittance acknow- 
ledging the receit tiiereof shall be your sufBcient warrant 
and discharge. , Given under our sign manuel at our Coari 
at Shrewsbury (his*28tb day of September, 1642. 
To Mir. trufti^ ani wai-heloved Sir Wm, Williams, Bart, and Bmnphrq^ 
Jones^^q. ef the eountie of Carnarvon 



CfliUHiESI RE35. 

\ Trustie and well-beloved, we greete you welL Wherea* 
Rebellion is rayaed against us and forces are marching to« 
>vard6 us, B'hich hath already wrought a general distraction 
fhroughont this oqr Realme, to] the great disturbance and 
j|nevance of all oar good and well-affected snbjects ot whoa^ 
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^ealtb we are as tender as of oar owne ; we are neceseifatedl 
for the defend of own person and of this kingdom and tb«^ 
religion and \b,W0 established, to ose all expedient means for 
our assistance at this time. And whereas we have received^ 
good testimony of the goed ni e e t imin an4 forvnwd aeale of 
ear lovtng subjects in the Principality of Wales, particularly 
in our isountie of Carnarvon, and of their readiness to serve 
us for the preservation of the kingdom in this extremity, 
which we iooke upon as an expression of their great fidelity, 
and shall remember it to their satisfaction, we shall not 
doubt of jour willingness to give obedience to our present 
directions thus sent to each of you for what i& in your power 
to perform for the furtherance of the publique safety. We 
in confidence thereof doe hereby will and require you, and 
every of you, that such publique moneys as have been raysed 
or ought to have been payed for the safetie and defence of 
the kingdonte within our sayd conntie of Carnarvon, and 
do remayne in one or any of your hands, that you pay the 
same unto the hands of John Owen ol Cieneney, in our 
aayd countie, Esq. one of the Colonells who is to bring a 
regiment of volunteers. That thereby he may be enabled to 
raise his companies, and to bring them unto our standard. 
And this our warrant shall be his discharge unto you and 
every of ydu for see doing. And we further require that you 
do imniediatelynpon receit hereof, return severally answers 
in writing unto us, when yon and every of you shall be mov-'» 
ed thereto, by the said Coloneil Owen or any on his behalf. 
Given at Wrexham, the 27th of September, 1642. 

To our tnutio and wet beioved Sir W. WUHams, Bart. Wm, Gl^wa^ Ow«n 
Wfan^ 7. Madrjfn, -^ Hooke^t, Arthur WiUiama, ^ Griffith, Esq. and 
iPommissionero t/tho Peace /or th€ eouniie of Carnarvon, ^e. 



Charles Rxx. 

Trnstie and well-beloved, we greete you well. Whereas 
yre have lately signified pur pleasure unto you that the fol^ 
lowing contribution money of our countie of Carnarvon 
should be payed to Collonell John Owen towards the charge 
of that Regiment, which he was appointed by us to rayse. 
And we likewise directed oar letters to several! persons who 
had collected the publique moneys of the same conntie, which 
were collected for the defence of the kingdorae, that they 
should pave them towards the same charge as beinge for the 
fToiomon defence of the whole kingdome. Notwithstanding 
we understande noepai'te of these moneys is payd as we di^ 
jjrected. Alid that Regiment which by our special appoint* 
pnsnt is to naioii imn^iately is m danger to disband for 
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fFflftI of preee»i n^plie whkk as it is vKfuk conttaxie t^ ou^ 
4ay0et»tieBy wbo^ Imv# akra|FS biUMcio foiui4 the forwantneM 
Slid f oo4 affwtioas of the ooontier toward our sevricev so* 
gMj tend mwih t« Q«r deservioe e5p«^eiaUy at tbi« tine, wben 
%e have oee»Hon to maka tryall of the Lojaity ai&d forward- 
B6M of all osr 6tri»je0ts<, and the f ayneoi of those aoiieyel^ 
to the said Colone^t beiage more aeeeptabie and of inor^ 
^ftiee unto us, than if they b«d been fayd onto our ovao^ 
liandsv who must oitherif ise have seat them towards ihe $«p- 
plyifi|^ of that Rej^ftient. We doe desire to have caas^ 
ttili to eontinae cmr graeious o)Niuon of our sahjects of that 
«ooDtie. And we avo c&a&defBt if we have not satisfaction 
Iter^in, it is through the ooldnesa o^r disaffection of somo 
l^rticalar persons who i^fer private einia hebn» the pnb« 
M^ae. And therefeve oar wiii is» that you use. all possible 
diligence 4hat we may have aatislactioa herein by sp^dy: 
^vance of the contrtbotion noneyes^ and caUiag npo« 
^rttse who keepe tbe pabli^ue moneyes in their hands, that 
they forthwith pay them te Coleneil Owen, or otherwise^ 
ifaat yon eertifie unto us with ail speed, by whose veanea. 
otr se<rviee is so imich disturbed, that we m^y knowe and 
reconpence such persons according to their defeert. And 
kn that it much concerns oar service that the foroBS raysed 
in that countie should all marcb itt one body, our will i&^ 
that those ^00 armed men, wblch are by that countie te b«> 
aett forth for our service, be joyned with tbe sayde Regi*i 
ment and speedily march with them towards us accoi^ng to 
such directioni^ as we have given to the sayd Collonell Owen. 
Given at our Court at Woodstock the 29th day of Octobei'^ 
In the eighteenth year of our Reigoe* 
To the Commissioners of Jtrrayy ^e. 



Charleis Rex. 

Trusty and well-beloved we greet yon welL Whereas w^ 
bave constituted and appointed our deerest sonne the Princ# 
io be our Lieutenant Generall in our counties of Worcester^ 
Salop, Chester and North Wales, and have appoints our 
right trusty and well-beloved Arthur Lord Capell cbee£a 
Commander of the same under him, and whereas we havd 
resolved to rayse in our said counties a Regiment of fifteen 
llnndred foote to be tbe liefe guard of our said deerest Sonne*. 
These 4fe to will and require you to make the same knowa- 
to our good subjects of that countie, and to. take speedy an jl 
effectn^ order for the leavying and arDsing of the said R,«k 
fiment^ according to our Con^mi^iQii in ibkt bfibal£|paiil04 
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%o OHT irastie mA welbeiov«dl IBerjeaat Major WoodhouM 
irtion wehwe «p^ii4ed to levy and x^OMmaod tkmtt. Mq9 
M« doabtiB^ of jovt «eady assMaaos iitrein^ we kU 9o« 
heartily farewell. Given at our Court att Oxford, Ae folk 
day of March, 1642. 

To the CqmmisHonera qfJbra^ 4md Shsriff qfCMmanon, 



Charles Be.<. 
Tmstve and well-beloved, we greet yo? we!l.r— Where^ 
Ire are informed, that you have diverse peeces of Artillery, 
trhich may be of use and avayle to our ci tty of Worcester 
and towne of Shrewsbury, if they shall be removed thither 
respectively, and there mounted for the defence of thosf^ 
plaees. And being further assured of your good affection^ 
to pur person, arid the advanceipent of our ^rvice, we pray 
you (all private communicatioBS being layd aside) to len4 
Unto us your sayd severall peeces of Artillery, with all their 
Appurtenances, to be conveyed foorthwith unto, and em- 
ployed in. our sayd cittye and.towue, at the proper costs aucj 
charges of them respectively, as alsoe, att their like charge^r, 
for the retuiifie of the sayd peeces of Artillery and their ap- 
purtenances home ^^aine, att the end of the service, unle^ 
tn the interim it shall be agreed betweene yon and the sayj 
townes, to buy and sell the sayd peeces, for such price and 
eottsideration as they can respectiveiy -accord for them, or 
any of them. Of this service we desire you not to fayle^ 
being of much consequence to our aifayres, 4Uid in perform- 
ance whereof, .you shall do us a good pleasure, for which 
these our letters shall be your warrant. Given under qjif^ 
Bignett, at Qur Court at Oxford^ the .31st D^CQmber, 164;$. 



sTmrty and welbeleved, We greete yo« weH.-^Wheteas 
tweliave eii4ru8ted and autheriEed omr right ^usty and wel- 
%eloved Arthur Lord Oapell to 4)0 our Lievtenant General 
of that and other of oar <M>anties, and to provMe'for the 
•eeurity-and^pT^sefvertionthereef by4he best waya and mean* 
he ean Revise. And whe^aeit hath been thought requisite 
and neeessary 4br the porpos# aforeaatd to levy a i^ompetent 
frumber ei fo>ote and Dragoons in our said countie Oar wiH 
«nd p^etMsure is'^hiet in order^o our said service you shall re- 
<eeive and easi^ any wanants ofiJommlssionersas^are or 
<ihall heiflsued from the ^d^orcl Oapeil, with the saraecar* 
maA revpofcH as if ftey were our owne^ since- what he faati 
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3one or shall doe herein is done by oar commaady direction^ 
eommiseioii and anthority, and for soe doings this shall hm 
jfonr warrant Given at oar Coart att Oxford,, the i^th day 
pf June, 1643. 

To the CowuniufoMrs qf Array, tfe. 



CniRiiBs Rex. 

Trusty and weibeloved, we greete yon welL — ^Whereatf 
we are informed that Sir Thos. Middieton, Knt is madm 
liieatenant General of North Wales by Commission from 
one or both of oor Houses of Parliament, and whereas Kd-^ 
ward Vaughan, Gent, hath withdrawn himself from Ottr 
alle^ance* contrary to our express command, for the pre- 
vention of all danger and mischier that may proceed front 
either of them to our countie or any part of North Wales, 
kmr will and pleasure is, and we do hereby require yon and 
every of you to nse your utmost power and Industrie to ap«^ 
prebend or seize the persons of the said Sir Thos. Middieton 
and Edward V&ughan, and having seiz^'d them to keep them 
in safe custody, until yoa shall receive our further order oi^ 
that behalf. And for so doing this shall be yoar sufBeient 
warrant. Given at our Court at Oxford, the 16thof Jnne^ 
1643. 

To ibi €ommi$HeMrs t^ Arra§, ^e. 



—0-1 — * . 

Charles R£x. 
Trusty and well beloved, we greet you well. We are very 
sensible of your free and reall expressions of your loyalty^ 
aAd affeetion to us upon all occasions, for tbe advance of our 
service : — And though we might well conceive it needless^ 
to stir you up to the performance of these duties, whereunto 
yoa are already very forward, yet we tl^ought good hereby 
to put you in mind of the great necessity of providing mo- 
neys lor the maintenance of our forces, for the defence of 
those parts against the rebells, and to propose unto you, as 
that which we think a very fit course, that you follow th# 
good example of onr good subjects of our countie of Salop^ 
and join with our trusty and well*beloved Arthnr^ Lord 
Capell, in advising upon, and raysing some competent 
monthly contribution in that our county, proportionable to 
what they have levyed, and also in advancing saeh considerr 
able sums of money as you can provide, acoording as diverii 
of onr well-affected subjects of tbe gentry of Salop have 
yUjready. done. We also think it very leguisite, and hav# 
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si^ified so maeli to Ibe Lord Capell^ Utai tbe Hif b SberiflT 
•f that oar countie, should attend him about this dBTair, and 
that iM^e person well affected, ma j be cbosen oat of onr* 
said eoanfie to be always resident with Mm, that may receive^ 
advertisement of your proeetdisfs im this business^ and aiaj 
si^oifie from time to time to that our covntie, the condition 
of oar affairs there, soe not doubting^ of yoirr ready compli* 
ance herein, wee bid yon heartily faiewelL Giyon at our 
Court at Oxford, the 23rd Jane,1643. 

TV ike Cinumt n iQ mer§ tf Avrmf, tifiheCamaif ^CbmsrvMij ^ 

Charles Rex. 

Trastie ao^ well beloved, we greete you weU., It cannot 
but be displeasing to as that any of our sobjects, es^poeially 
snch as you,, w^ should be good examples ta otiiens, should 
neglect our service, and the aathorities of such to whom we 
have giv^D power to call yoo^ hereunto, such hath been your 
wilful declining, as we hear, of the Lord Capeirs summons 
to yon by his Letters, to appear and join with the rest of the 
conntyes under his com.mand, that we do assure you, if we 
hear not shortly of your better complyieince with him, we. 
shall have much cause to sospect your disafieetion, for the 
urgency of our affikirs now admits not of procrastinations, 
nor our reall service of coldness: Given at our Court at 
Oxford, the last day of July, 1643. 



■a-5! 



am 
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CATALOGUE 



WHICH OHOW 

IN CAERNARVONSHIRE, 

WITH THE HABITATS OF THE MOST RARK. 



By Mmu J. ROBERTS, SutuiEWf^ CAXRWdBrotr. 



Teronioa Spicata, a 
Salvia verbenaca, 
iris faBtidissima, 
Scbienas albos, 
Lycopus etiropadiis, 
Poa alpina 
Festuca rubra, 

-^ vivipara 

Jtotboilia incurvata 
Cralium cradatoni, a 

boreale, h 

Centnnciilas mininms 
itabia pero^ina 
AlcbemHltt alpitia, e 
PuimoDaria maritima 
Hottonia palustris 
Convolvulus soldanella 
Campanula bederacea 
Lobelia dortmanna 
Samolus valerandi 
Euonjmus europaeas 
Viola lutea, d 
B«ta maritima 
Salsola kali 
Critbmum maritimnm 
. CBnantbe pimpinelloide 
Scandix odorata 
Sambucus ebulus 
Parnassia palustris, e 
Drosera longifolia 



yibumuro opulus 
Scilia verna 

Anibericum serotinutti, f 
Juncus aentus 

triglumis, g 

Rnmex ^igjnus 
Triglpobin maritimuni 
Alisma natans, h 
Vaocinium yitis idea 
Saxifraga steliaris 

■ nivalis, t 

oppositifblfa, ^ 

•^ coBspitosa, i 

— palmata, i 

■ bypnotdes, • 

platypetala^ i 

Siiene nutans, k 



' aoaulis 



Arenaria verna 

peploides 

Sedum rupestre. c 
Cerastinro alpinnm, e 

^ latifolium, { 

£upborbia portlandica 
Spiraea filipendula 
Pyrns aria, m 
Rubus saxatalis, n 

ehamaemorus 

Potentiila verna, cf 
Genm rivale 



a GIoddaeth,->6 Boeks above Llyn Idwel,~c Soowdon,- d Llanberis,-^ 
« Cwm Idwely— / on inacceasiUe rocks near TwU do, Snowdon, Ac. — 
$ near llyn y Cwn,^h Lake near Dolbadarn Caitley—t* near TwU dn,— 

near Glodilttetb;— Ion Ctogwyn dn'rlrddn^— m PenmaeB owwr|-Hi aoa^ 



f 
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Popaver cambrieatti 
Njmphsea lutea 
7^ — Li-^- alfaa 
Cistus marifolips, ^ 
Thalictrum mmus 

— — alpinqoi^ p 

Trpllius ^uropaeas 
Ajuga alpina 
Galeopfiis grand i flora, i9 
Qaleobdokm hiteiimy p 
Scutellaria minor 
Antirrhinum orpntium 
Scrophalada vernalis> <f 
iLamium alhom 
Crambe msiritima 
Subularia aq^atica,. g 
Draba incana . / 
Arabis bispida,./ 

• thaliana . . 

iPheiranthus sinaatu^ . 
£rodiom cicutariiim 

maritimiim 

(Qeraniuni sanguineam 
Malva moschata 
Lavatera arbor«^ 
Famaria claviculata 
Genista tinctoria 
Anthyllis valnei:arii^ 
Orobus sylvatieus 
Latbjrus sylvestris, r 
Vicia sy}vatica 
Medicago sativa» f 
Hypericum androssemiHii 

7 dubium 

Tragopogop pratensis 
Hedypnois taraxaci 
Hieracium alpinum 
Cichorium intybu^ 
Serratu|a alpina, b 
Gnaphalium dioicum, b 
Orchis pyramidalis, a 



jBatyrium viride 

— : ' ^bidsiii • !- 

O^rys orats 

rrz cordata, u 

S^rapias ensifolia, v 
Maiaxis paludosa, w 
Sparganium natans, :f 
Carex dioica 

- atf ata 

- — ^ fulva, c 

ri^id^ 

ve$icaria 

Salix herbacea, c 
Empetrum ntgrum 
Juniperoa commnnia 
Hhodiola rosea 
Myrica gale 
Ophiogiossum vulgatnm 
Osmunda regalis 

' lunaria 

liyoopodium clavatara 

• selaginoldes 

selago 

annotimnm, g 

———alpinum 
Polypodium arvonicnmi y 
Aspiduim lonchitis 

Thelypteris 

oreopteris 

acuieatum 

Aspldninm marinum 

viride 

Septentrlonalo 

.Scolopendruim caterach 
•Pteris crispa 
Cyathea fragile 

regia 

Hymenophyilnm tnnbridgenso 
Isoetes lacustris^ q 



Glan y Bala,— o near Bangor,~^p between Llanrwst and Conway,— 9 in 
fhe bottom of Llyn y Cwn, and Ffynon Freeh,— r near Conway,— « near 
St. Helen's well,-* Creuddyn,— « by the Waterfallnear Aber,— © rare in 
Fachweo,— w near Dol Ty Du,— ar in Wyn Ogwwi , and Llanb f f m latts.-^ 
f OB a faiaek ffoft atar Clufw^ y ^atniM. 
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l%e/ottowingarewe€ammemdeda».ff0cd Gmd^s^ 

Tbomas WiUiavflr^ of Glan j Bal», pt the Cot- 
tage between the Lakes^ Llanhem. 

Thomas Phillips^, Thomas Griffith^ and all the 
Boatmen at Cvm j gIo> Llanrtig. 



H«if &t of SK0WDCW9 neeorimg to fho IVif one 
Iricai abaenratfons for the General Sanrej of 

Ettgtod and Wales 3^S1 

Dow By Mf» WoMastea^B Thermometriaal Baioaiefter 

froBk Camanran Qm J d54e,?S 

Trifaiiaiaetma%, utewding io> General Roy ^. »» StSSS^^ 

Baroaetricalty^ aeeevdii^ t» Do. •.. ... 3548,* 

MozLMtfMy. d^ d©. 2350,5S 

do. do 2374 

1 do. do..... 23dK8; 

Biffliefit point rf tte RiTiiK» ^ 18€a 

Cadjiir Idris. ......»; 29^14^ 

CUExFiP&YN l23St 




J. Hicitte^ Pfftftfcv^ An#jiictf«r» T«cf£;«WHre» C« 
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